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FUR I HER CORRESPONDENCE RESPECTING 
TURKEY PART 10 


GENERAL CORRESPONDENCE 
RK. I01I/J No* i 


TURKEY: ANNUAL REVIEW FOR 1955 


Sir J umts Bawker to Mr, Seiwyn Lloyd, {Received January 21) 


<N : a 5 , Confine lit Lai} 

Sir, 

1 have the honour to submit 


Ankara, 

Juniwry 16, 1956. 

my report on Turkey for 1955* 


-■ J he year under review was an eventful and difficult year for Turkey. Her 
success in loreign affairs in concluding and promoting the expansion of the Bagdad 
Pact was offset by the serious threat to her alliance with Greece resulting from 
the Cyprus issue and the riots in Istanbul and Izmir in September* in internal 
a Hairs the year was marked by steadily mounting dissatisfaction with the Prime 
Ministers dictatorial methods culminating in a change of Government in December, 
and a steady deterioration in the economic situation* 


Internal Affairs 

3. Hopes born of certain public statements by the Prime Minister in the 
earlier part of the year that he was prepared to adopt a more conciliatory attitude 
to the Opposition were quickly disappointed and Ihc Grand National Assembly 
adjourned at the end of May on a note of renewed inter-party bitterness. The 
Oppositions criticism, centred principally on the illiberal aspects of the Democrat 
administration, in particular ihe pass taw, remained without effect and their 
aspersions on the Government’s economic policy evoked the accusation that they 
were Indulging in a conspiracy against Turkey and creating artificial shortages in 
the country. Such criticism, which failed to move the Prime Minister when 
coming from the Opposition, proved more effective when voiced, as it came to he 
later in the year, by members of his own party. The first open dissension within 
the Democrat Party centred round the question of the riyuhI of proof as a defence 
against charges of slandering members of the Government This led in October 
to the expulsion of nine members of the party and resignation of ten others* At 
the October Congress of the Democrat Party the Prime Minister obtained a 
unanimous vote of confidence, but there was in fact much dissatisfaction within 
the party. At its end the congress was rushed into approving, without proper 
debate* the introduction of a Bill which would permit the expulsion from the 
Grand National Assembly of any Deputies who resigned from, or were expelled 
from, the party to which they belonged at the time of their election; this created 
another subject of political controversy. In mid-November the nineteen Democrat 
dissidents decided to form a new party, the Freedom Party, which adopted the 
basic programme of the Democrat Party but demanded a greater degree of personal 
freedom in its execution. The constitution of the party and its programme were 
formally announced in December, by which time Its’ numbers had swelled to 
thirty-three, including twenty-nine Deputies, six of whom were ex-Minisiers. all 
former members of the Democrat Party, M Fev/i f utfi Karaosmanoglu was 
elected president. 

4. This political revolt, together with the set-back suffered by the Government 
at the Municipal Elections in November, when 22 percent, of ihe seats were won 
by Independents, encouraged free-speaking among the public and in the pres*, 
and also among the rank and file of the party. The press began to publish 
outspoken articles, not only about the right of proof and the right of expulsion, 
but also about the economic situation, and it was on the last issue that the second 
revolt in the Democrat Party centred. At a long and stormy meeting of the 
Parliamentary Group at the end of November/interpellations were "directed 
particularly against the Ministers of Finance. Economy and Commerce and she 
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Acting Minister lor Foreign Affairs, who, together, were mainly responsible for 
the allocation of foreign exchange. In the lace of bitter attacks the Prime Minister 
was obliged to offer the resignation ot the Cabinet, while managing to secure a 
vote oJ confidence in himself. He subsequently tendered his resignation to the 
President of the Republic and was instructed to form a new Government. Alter 
a series of consultations which lasted a fortnight, the new Government was formed, 
from which nine of the former Ministers had been dropped, including those 
against whom the attacks in the group had been specially directed, and into 
whose activities, shortly afterwards, it was decided to conduct a parliamentary 
investigation. 

5. The new Governments programme expressed the intention of introducing 
certain more liberal political measures and Bills were soon prepared to restore the 
right of proof in cases of slander, to repeal illiberal amendments in the Electoral 
Law which were introduced in 1954 and to increase the pensionable period lor 
Government officials to thirty years thus giving judges, in particular, more security 
of tenure. There were also references to the possibility of setting up a committee 
to study constitutional reform. These developments were hailed by some sections 
of the press and public as marking a return to a more democratic form of govern¬ 
ment, hut doubts remained in many quarters about the real extent of the Prime 
Minister's change of heart. And, indeed, by the end of the year it could not be 
said that he had given convincing evidence of such a change. 

6. The sections of the new Government's programme dealing with their 
economic policy was so full of ambiguities and evasions that in itselt it constituted 
no assurance that turkey's serious economic difficulties were at last to be tackled 
effectively. Nor was this impression lessened by consideration of the personalities 
whose business it would be to carry out the programme. At the meeting of the 
Parliamentary Group of the Democrat Party, to which the Government's 
programme was submitted before it was presented to the Assembly, the Prime 
Minister was reported to have promised that there would be no new investment 
projects, that imports would be restricted to essential requirements, and that a 
Ministerial Council would be set up to co-ordinate and control economic policy 
if ihe Parliamentary Group wished it. But the year ended without any real 
indication that the Prime Minister was prepared to take the firm measures necessary 
io check the growing inflation and the deficit on foreign payments which wore 
the basic causes of Turkey's economic troubles. In short, the 1 urkixh Government 
continued throughout the year their policy of living beyond their means. They 
spent more than their revenue, they imported more than they could pay for, they 
invested more than was prudent, they used the Central Bank to finance the 
deficits of the budget, the State enterprises and the Soil Products Office and they 
tried to curb inflation by decree without adopting the measures of retrenchment 
needed to stabilise the economy* Ihe result was an expanding note circulation, 
a steady rise in prices, increasing difficulty in selling Turkish export produce, the 
dwindling of most imports other than capital goods, growing internal shortages, 
tlu stoppage of many factories dependent on imported supplies and an increase 
in foreign indebtedness in spite of the operation of many agreements for the 
liquidation of arrears. Against this background, the hopes placed in the possibility 
of successful drilling for oil Iduc to start in 195b) seemed exaggerated. 

7. Outside the main stream of events, the riots of September 6-7 in Istanbul 
and Izmir were of great significance in ihe context of Turkey's development as a 
‘western" country. Then showed (hat. in spite of the docility of the Turkish 
people and the steady expansion of the authority of the central Government since 
the revolution the country was as yet far from having developed to the stage 
reached by the democracies of Western Europe, Strong measures were taken to 
prevent further disorders and the Government promptly imposed martial law in 
Ankara, Istanbul and Izmir, They did not, however take advantage of this 
generally to tighten up their political control: and the danger that they might 
impose a more or less dictatorial regime, in the name of the maintenance of law 
and order, has now receded. 

ft. The year closed on a note of uncertainty and anxiety. The circumstances 
of the Government crisis in November and the events which had ted up to it, as 
a | s0 the gradually widening effects on the public of the Government s irresponsible 
economic policy' had deprived the Prime Minister of much of the authority and 
esteem which he had previously enjoyed as the leader of ihe party with an 
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overwhelming majority m Parliament and the inaugurator of a spectacular policy 
of development of the country's resources. Though his new Government received 
a nearly solid vote of confidence from the Democrat Parly in the Assembly, the 
parly had made it clear that they would in future insist on a much larger part in 
the control of policy. Meanwhile the new Freedom Party constituted a potential 
magnet of attractions for further Democrat Deputies know n to be wavering in 
their loyalty. Whether M. Menderes would succeed in re-establishing his posiiion 
seemed likely to depend, not only on the extern to which he was prepared lo 
moderate his dictatorial methods of administration, but most ot all on whether 
he would adapt his economic policy to the exigencies of the situation and so 
render Turkey eligible for the further financial support front America without 
which she could not hope to emerge from her present difficulties. While the 
events of the last few months of the year gave cause fur further hope that fur key 
would continue to advance along the road of democratic parliamentary government, 
they were at the same time a reminder of how small is yet the store of administrative 
ability and experience in Turkey and of the dangerous effects which such a political 
crisis "might have on ihe country's internal stability. 

Foreign Affairs 

9. 7he policy of strengthening her eastern flank by developing closer 
associations with her eastern neighbours and the Arab States, on which Turkey had 
worked with such systematic vigour in the previous year, achieved its first success 
with the signature on the 24th of February, in Bagdad, of the Treaty of Mutual 
Co-operation between Turkey and Iraq, With the accession of the United Kingdom 
in April, of Pakistan in September and Iran in October, the way was opened for 
setting up the Ministerial Council of what was henceforth lo be known as the 
Bagdad Pact, provided for under Article 6. The inaugural meeting of the Council 
was held in Bagdad in November, at which the Permanent Organisation of the 
Pact was established. This rapid development of the Northern Tier policy, and 
the creation of the nucleus of a Middle East defence system, owed much to Turkey’s 
persuasive initiative. Seeing so much achieved so fast, the Turkish Government 
were convinced that the moment had come lo make a concerted effort lo bring 
Iordan into the Pact, after which the way would, they hoped, he open for the 
Lebanon to follow suit. The Turkish President and Acting Foreign Minister did 
their utmost to influence King Hussein and the Iordan Prime Minister in this 
sense during the President’s visit to Jordan in October, and the events which 
followed the subsequent visit of the Chief of the Imperial General Staff to Amman 
in December were a great disappointment to Turkish hopes. These developments 
in the Middle East look place against the background of numerous formal and 
informed visits exchanged between official personalities of Turkey and the States 
in the Middle East area, 

10. While Turkey continued to maintain high level of trade exchanges wiih 
Israel, the latter did not conceal her resentment at Turkey’s policy of close 
association with the Arab States, and in particular her acceptance of the exchange 
of letters attached to Ihe Bagdad Pact relating to the United Nations resolutions 
on Palestine. 

H. Progress in building up a defence system on Turkey’s eastern flank was 
offset by a reduction of tempo in the Balkan Alliance. The Turkish Prime Minister 
took ihe occasion of (lie meeting of the Balkan Alliance Council of Foreign 
Ministers in Ankara ai die end of February to press his view that the moment had 
come to forge a link between the Alliance and N A T O. The theme was further 
pressed during his visit to Yugoslavia in May, and disappointment over the lack 
of Yugoslav response on that occasion was made more acute by the announcement 
shortly afterwards of ihe Russian visit lo Yugoslavia, of which Turkey had 
received no advance intimation. The Yugoslavs have since admitted that thev are 
deliberately playing down the military aspect of the Balkan Alliance and the Turks 
have regarded this as equivalent to preventing it from further effective development. 

12. Ihe solidarity of the Balkan Alliance was further weakened by the 
development of the Cyprus issue, which later in the year was to bring about a sharp 
conflict between Turkey and Greece. The outcome of the Greek appeal to the 
United Nations at the end of 1954 was regarded as on the whole satisfactory, and 
until lale summer the Turkish Government continued to do their best to check 
further excitement over the question in the hope of preventing it from becoming a 
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serious i urco-Greek issue. They gladly accepted Her Majesty's Government’s 
invitation to attend the tripartite conference in London in August as giving them a 
further opportunity of publicly staling the Turkish thesis. The outbreak of violence 
in Cyprus however, and fears of the Turkish community there made it impossible 
to restrain Turkish public opinion and on the eve of the conference the Prime 
Minister made a very forthright statement which further excited the people. At the 
conference, M. Zorlu gave a clear and cogent exposition of the historical and 
geopolitical grounds for Turkey s interest in Cyprus and her concern to see the 
existing status o; the island maintained, though his summary rejection of Her 
Majesty's Government's proposals compared unfavourably with the slightly less 
rigid attitude of the Greek delegation. At this juncture, the wholesale looting 
by Turkish mobs of Greek shops and churches in Istanbul, and of certain Greek 
property in Izmir (referred to in paragraph 7 above), dealt a shattering blow' to 
Turkey 's good name abroad and to twenty-five years of patient work in the building 
up of Turco-Greek friendship, and for a time even threatened Greece’s continued 
participation in N.A.T.O. The Turkish Prime Minister expressed extreme remorse 
at these events and promised compensation to the sufferers. Under the powers 
of martini law the press were prevented not only from criticising (he Government 
on internal matters but also from publishing news about Cyprus or Greece or any 
other question liable to inflame the public. Freedom was only restored to the 
press when martial law was raised in Ankara and Izmir in December (it still 
remained in force in Istanbul), Although the Turkish Government made 
honourable amends for the attacks on the Greek Consulate and the property of 
Greek officials attached to the NATO, Headquarters at Izmir, and to meet the 
latter's claim for Compensation,, the year ended without the promised Bill providing 
for compensation for victims of rite riots having been presented to the Grand 
National Assembly, Meanwhile the Greek Government, in reply to a Turkish 
reminder addressed to them and to the Yugoslav Government that a further 
meeting of the Council of Foreign Ministers of the Balkan Alliance was due, 
announced that they could not consider attending such a meeting until the Turkish 
Government had implemented their promise to provide compensation. Relations 
between the two countries were further impaired by charges brought against the 
Greek Consul-General and Vice-Consul at Salonika of having introduced by 
the diplomatic bag the bomb, the explosion of which in the house where Ataliirk 
was born had been responsible, so the Turks claimed, for touching off the 
September riots in Istanbul and Izmir. 

13. America's continued contribution to the equipment and expansion of 
the Turkish armed forces and Turkey's military budget, and the presence in Turkey 
of thousands of Americans engaged in administering it. kept America foremost 
among foreign countries in Turkish minds. But as \ urkey's economic difficulties 
grew, she tended increasingly to exploit her position as the eastern bastion of 
K .A T.Q. in support of her claims for further help. Her persistent dunning of the 
Americans throughout the year, combined, as it was, with a rigid refusal to accept 
American advice on the measures which she should take to put her economic house 
in order, lost her a good deal of the abundant good wilt which she had hitherto 
enjoyed in America. Matters were not improved by M, Zorin's visit to Washington 
iu early June, nor by the Turkish Governments successive attempts to gain the 
direct support of the Republican Party for their claims by by-passing the 
American Administration. At the end of the year the Americans, while anxious 
to see signs of grace in the new Govern mem's economic programme, were still 
waiting for some concrete proof of a change of heart. In the political field, Turkey 
was inclined to complain of what she regarded as a falling off in American support 
for her Middle East policy and was disappointed at America's failure to join the 
Bagdad Pact . 

14. Relations with France were clouded by French opposition to the Bagdad 
Pact and by Turkish distrust of her Middle Eastern and North African policy; 
Though Turkey supported France over Algeria in the United Nations on the 
grounds that it was an internal affair* there was no serious political collaboration 
between the two countries, 

15. Turkey took pari in the Afro-Asian Conference in Bandoeng in April at 
which her delegation, led by the Acting Minister for Foreign Affairs, exercised 
a discreetly moderating influence. She afterwards became a member of the 
Afro-Asian group in the United Nations, t hough her hope is to be able to exercise 
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a continuous restraining influence on this group she also found it accessary to make 
some concessions to their anti-Western views* 

16 Turkey continued to develop both economic and political relations with 
the Federal German Republic, and particular attentions were paid to the Federal 
German Minister of Defence and (he Chief of Staff during their visit to Turkey 
in October, 

17. t urkey's traditional mistrust of Russia remained unchanged, and though 
on several occasions the Russians, through one channel or anolhcr. indicated their 
desire for closer cultural, economic or political relations with Turkey, the Turks 
maintained their attitude that improvement of relations between Russia and 
Turkey could come about only through an improvement of relations between 
Russia and the West as a whole. 

18. The tenth annual meeting of the International Bank and Monetary Fund 
was held in Istanbul in September, during which the Chancellor of lhe Exchequer* 
Mr, R A. Butler, who headed the United Kingdom delegation, had the opportunity 
of making personal contact with the Turkish Prime Minister and ihe Acting 
Minister for Foreign Affairs. The meeting, following as it did hard on an 
international Police Conference and coinciding with the Byzantine Conference, 
put a heavy strain on local hotel accommodation. The Turkish authorities 
characteristically met the situation by a good deal of last-minute improvisation. 
Conditions were further complicated by the fact that many of the retail skips 
in Istanbul had been oul of action a few days before as a result of the riots, 

19. Referring to political relations between Turkey and the United Kingdom 
when writing in the spring* The Times Correspondent in Istanbul commented that 
there had probably never been a moment since the Crimean War when there were 
so few points of conflict between the two countries. The Turkish Government 
kept Her Majesty's Government continuously and closely informed of their policy 
both in regard to the Balkan Alliance and."still more, in the Middle East. The 
Turkish Prime Minister more than once expressed his appreciation of Her Majesty's 
Government’s steady and effective support of his efforts to consolidate and expand 
the Bagdad Pact, and the United Kingdom's adherence to the pact in April was 
warmly welcomed in Turkey as forging a further bond of alliance between the 
two countries. M. Mcnderes furthermore repeatedly referred to the importance 
which he attached to Britain, as the only Great Power with forces in the area, 
continuing to take an active part in Middle East defence, fhe Turkish Government 
gave unwavering support to Her Majesty's Government's position in Cyprus, 
maintaining that Britain’s occupation of the island was necessary to enable her 
to carry out her treaty obligations in the Middle East* and that as long as British 
sovereignty was maintained there was no Cyprus question as far as fTirkcy was 
concerned. While uncertainly over the outcome of the discussions between the 
Governor of Cyprus and Archbishop Makarius, and between Her Majesty's 
Government and the Greek Government, particularly as regards their effect on 
the question of self-determination, had. by (he end of the year* made the Turkish 
Government genuinely apprehensive and the Turkish public increasingly restive, 
the Turkish Government's representations to Her Majesty's Government on the 
subject remained objective and moderately expressed, 

20. In the economic field* an agreement was signed in London on the 17th of 
January providing for the gradual liquidation of the arrears, originally estimated 
at £12 million* but probably in excess of this, due to British exporters to Turkey. 
Owing to administrative difficulties, regular monthly payments did not begin until 
October; but by the end of the year arrears to the value of almost £1 million had! 
been paid, Turkish exports lo the United Kingdom increased slightly; but British 
exports to Turkey continued to decline. Work began on two important projects 
guaranteed by Export Credits Guarantee Department to a total value of £14 million 
- one for a hydro-dectric station and the other for (he building of four large silos. 
Although difficulties were experienced over the provision of Turkish currency for 
the building of the dam, sterling obligations were duly met on both contracts up 
to the end of the year, 

21. I attach a chronological summary of the main events of the year. 

I have, &c t 

R. J. BOWKER. 
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Enclosure 

Chronological Summary of Events in Turkey during 1955 

Ir internal Affairs 

January 

2 4 Peoples' Republican Parly Assembly. The party decided not to 
moderate its policy of all-out opposition to the Government. 
b Decree seLting up a committee to regulate bank credits (elections to 

this committee were completed on July 11)* 

17 Formal inauguration in Istanbul of an Institute Of Labour tor the Near 

and Middle East under I,L,0. auspices. 

February 

12 £6 million contract signed with Simon Handling Engineers, L td., for 

silos. , 

2b Death of Turkish Ambassador in London, Hiiseym Kaglp liaydur. 

28 Approval by National Assembly of budget with deficit ol £1.150 million. 

April 

15 Minister for foreign Affairs, Fuat Kdprutii, appointed Minister of 
State; Prime Minister assumed office ot Minister tor foreign 
Affairs. 

24 Ceremonial opening by Prime Minister ot the IfLrfactBi hydro-electric 
preject ( Mess r s. Wi mpey and E ng I i s h ElectrtC.' 

27 1st Congress of “ Cyprus is Turkish 1 Associatton. 

May 

5 Law 6544 amending statutes of Turkish Central Bank. 

18 Adoption of new Rent Law. , . 

18 Adoption of law changing the method of financing the deficit of the 

Soil Products Office, 

70 Adoption of taw changing the statutes ot the Soil I rounds Office. 

23 National Assembly adjourned till November I on note of renewed 

inter-party bitterness. 

26 Law 6571 amending statutes of Central Bank, 

End of May . _ . , 

Oil companies began to insist on cash in advance, Temporary petrol 
shortage in mid-June, 

June , , . , 

IQ P,R.P. Opposition Journal Ulus reappeared after lapse of eighteen 
months following confiscation of P.R.P. properties. 

2K Increase in Bank Rate Irom 7 to 41 per cent. 

July 

1 Turkey admitted to Transferable Account Area. 

3 Government communique issued accusing the Opposition of an 
economic conspiracy against Turkey, and of creating artihciaL 

5 Law authorising the conversion of the Turkish State Airlines into a 

non-State enterprise, J _ , 

8 Decree 4/5404 against hoardin g, speculation and pros leering, 

78 Minister of State and Deputy Prime Minister, Fa tin Riujtu Zorlu, 
appointed Minister of State and acting Foreign Minister. 

Professor Fuat KdprQUt became Minister of State and Deputy Prime 
Minister. 


A * 3 Republican National Party announced they would abstain from forth¬ 
coming provincial and municipal elections. 


SECRET 


SECRET 


7 


A itgusi 

6 

8 


13 

20 

Aug. 20- 
Sept 19 

September 

6-7 

7 


8 

10 


32 


15 

16 


25 


30 


Peoples' Republican Party issued similar announcement. 

Prime Minister invited journalists on a tour of the major capital 
development projects to counteract Opposition propaganda about 
the economic crisis. 

Arrest of Kasim Gtllek, Secretary-General of the P,R.P,, charged with 
implying that the 1954 elections were improperly conducted. 

Announcement that increased export premia would be granted on a 
number of crops. 

International Fair at Izmir, 


Anti-Greek rioting in Istanbul and Izmir 

Martial law declared in Istanbul, Izmir and Ankara, by Decree 
No. 4; 5843, 

Gove rumen l communitjue on the riots including promise of 
compensation, 

'Cyprus is Turkish *’ Association dosed down by court order. 

Resignation of Minister of the Interior, Namik Gedik; and appointment 
of Elhem Menderes, Minister of National Defence, as Minister 
Of the Interior, ad interim. 

Extraordinary Session of the National Assembly on the riots, at which 
the Assembly approved the proclamation of martial law and 
decided that it should continue in force for six months. 

Publication of Decree No. 14 on protection of value of Turkish currency. 

Resignation of Osman Kapani. Minister of Stale; resignation of Elhem 
Menderes from post of Minister of National Defence, and 
appointment as Minister of State; appointment of Fuat KdprulLi 
as Minister of Defence, ad interim. 

Provincial Council elections took place without incident, the Democrat 
Party being opposed only by the small Peasant Party and some 
independent candidates, 

Ethcm Mendcres. Minister of State, confirmed as Minister of the 
Interior; Fahrettin Ulaf* appointed Minister of State 


October 

11 Resignation of Dr, Miikemm SaroL Minister of Slate. 

14 Submission of applications for permits to drill for oil. 

15 Democrat Party Congress held in Ankara. M. Menderes again elected 

leader of the party: considerable criticism of the executive council, 
but M. Menderes’ eloquence gained him substantial though not 
universal support, 

23 National Census. 

29 Celebration of 32nd Anniversary of the Foundation of the Turkish 
Republic. 


November 

3 President Bayar opened the 2nd Session of the IOth National Assembly. 

His speech was a catalogue of Democrat Party achievements, and 
on foreign affairs he concentrated mainly on Middle East defence. 

I! Opening of new Ankara civil airport at Fscnboga, 

13 Municipal elections throughout Turkey, The Democrat Party was 
opposed by the small Peasant Party and by a considerable number 
of independents who won 22 per cent, of the seals, to the 
discomfiture of the Government. 

39 Announcement by nineteen Deputies, former members of Democrat 
Party (who were expelled or resigned immediately before or after 
the Democrat Party Congress on October 3 5 for demanding the 
right of proof in cases of libel) that thev would form a new 
“ Freedom ” Party as soon as formalities could be completed. Their 
programme was a scries of democratic reforms similar to those 
which the P.R.P, has been demanding for some time. The group 
includes several ex*Ministers. 
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November 

29 Resignation of ibe Cabinet, with the exception of (he Prime Minister, 
as a result of a stormy meeting of the D.P, Parliamentary Group 
at which violent criticism was made of the Government's economic 
policy. M Menderes, at his request, received a personal vote of 
confidence from the group. 

December 

I Formal resignation of the Prime Minister who was then charged by 
President Bayar with the formation of a new Government. 

9 Announcement to National Assembly of M. Adnan Menderes new 
Cabinet, including Fuat Kbpriilu as Minister for Foreign Affairs 
and nine new Ministers who had not previously held office. 

13 Approval (by 343 votes out of 387) by IIP. Parliamentary Group of 
new Government programme which included some political and 
administrative concessions to criticism but no basic change in 
economic policy, 

16 Approval (by 398 Votes against 58) by National Assembly of new 
Government programme. 

I? Budget for 1956-57 (balanced at £T.3;951,818,957) presented to 
National Assembly. 

19 Bilk submitted to National Assembly to re-amend the Electoral Law to 
its pre* 1954 state and to increase the pensionable period for 
Government officials to thirty years. 

19 Martial law lifted in Ankara and Izmir, 

19 Minister of State, Semi Erg in, appointed Acting Minister of National 

Defence- 

20 Decision bv D P. Parliamentary Group for a parliamentary investigation 

into the activities of M Zorlu, formerly Minister for Foreign 
Affairs and Deputy Prime Minister: Hasan Polatkan. formerly 
Minister of Finance, and Stlki Yircali, former Minister of Economy 
and Commerce. J _ 

21 Formal inauguration of “ Freedom Party," with M. Levzi Lutfi 

Karaosmanogiu as leader. The founders consisted of thirty*! hree 
members, including twenty-nine Deputies, six of whom were 
ex-Ministers, all former members of the D P. 


II. Foreign Affairs 

January 

6 14 Official visits of Prime Minister and Minister for Foreign Affairs to Iraq 
and Lebanon, with talks in Damascus on the return journey. 

10-28 Visit of Mufti of Cyprus for consultations with Turkish Ministers. 

13 joint Turco-Iraqi communique announcing that a treaty would be 
concluded for co-operation against aggression. 

34-24 Visit of French parliamentary delegation. 

17 Signature in London of Anglo-Turkish Agreement on outstanding 
transfers of sterling arrears amounting to EH) million to £12 million 

due to British exporters, . 

27 Turco-lialian Trade Agreement signed in Ankara, followed by the 
signature in Rome on January 29 of an agreement concerning the 
grant bv Italv to Turkey of a 525 million credit, 

Jan 31 Official visit to Rome of Prime Minister and Minister for Foreign 
Feb. 2 Affairs. 

February 

7 Establishment in 1 urkcv of Balkan Alliance Secretariat, 
g Ttirco-Japanese Trade and Payments Agreement signed in Ankara— 

ratified bv Decree No. 4 4642, , 

16 I aw No. 6471 ratifying protocol to admit the Federal Republic o! 

Germany to NATO : Law No. 6472 ratifying Balkan Tripartite 
Alliance of August 10. 1954. 

IS Turco-German Trade Agreement concluded in Ankara, 
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February 
Feb. 18- 
Mar 1 

23 

24 


Feb. 28- 
Mar. 3 

March 

2 

9 

19 


A pril 

1-10 

2 

5 

15 

15 

96 

22 


22-30 

28 

29 

30 

May 

3 

5-9 

8 

26-28 


June 


2 

6-T8 

11 


16-23 

19-30 

June 26~ 
July 5 

30 

30 


Official visit of President Bayar to Pakistan, returning wa Bagdad. 

Turco-Bulgarian Trade and Payments Agreement signed in Ankara: 

ratified on March 29 by Decree No. 4/4781. 

Signature at Bagdad of Pact of Mutual Co-operation between Turkey 
and Iraq (the Bagdad Pact); ratified on February 26 bv Law 
No, 6496, 

Meeting in Ankara of Balkan Alliance Council of Foreign Ministers, 


Signature by Balkan Alliance Foreign Ministers of agreement for 
constitution of Consultative Assembly; ratified by Law No. 6622 
on May 21, 

Public execution at Erzurum of two Russian spies found guilty of 
espionage in 3953. 

Syrian note on Bagdad Pact accepted by Foreign Minister and subse¬ 
quently rejected by Prime Minister, 


State visit of President Camille diamond and Sami Solh, Prime Minister 
of Lebanon, 

Turco-Lebanese Trade Agreement signed. 

United Kingdom accession to Bagdad Pact. 

Bagdad Pact came into force on exchange of instruments of ratification 

Signature of protocol regarding liquidation of commercial arrears due 
to Be I go-Luxembourg Economic Union. 

Turkish national hanged in Ankara for espionage for Russia. 

Signature in Washington of Turco-American Loan Agreement for 
loan of 520 million. 

Visit of Iraqi Parliamentary Delegation. 

Signature of agreement concerning trade with Hast Germany. 

United Slates Government signed agreement regarding supply of 
100,000 tons of bread pain to Turkey. 

Visit of party from Canadian National Defence College. 


Turco-American agreement on Peaceful Uses of Atomic Energy 
concluded. 

Official visit by Prime Minister to Yugoslavia. 

Signature of two protocols concerning trade with Yugoslavia. 

Official visit to Istanbul of units of the Mediterranean Fleet, Admiral 
Sir Guy Grantham, C.-in-C* Mediterranean, received by President 
Bayar. 


Private visit by Nuri a! Said, Prime Minister of Iraq. 

Visit of Iraqi military delegation, headed by Chief of Staff, 

Announcement of an additional 530 million of American economic aid 
to Turkey under the F.Q.A. allocation for the year ending June 30. 
1955 the only result of M, Zorin's visit to the United States to 
seek a loan of $300 million. 

Official visit of President Bayar to Lebanon, 

Visit of Pakistani Minister of Defence and Secretary to External Affairs 
Department. 

State visit by King Faisal H of Iraq. 

Expiration of Anglo-Turkish Trade and Payments Agreement of 
May 4, 1955, 

Turkish (and Greek) Government invited to confer with Her Majesty’s 
Government in London on Eastern Mediterranean problems 
including Cyprus. 
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July 

2 

4^8 
9-13 
26 
29 


A ugust 
24 

Aug, 24- 
Sept. 5 
Aug. 29- 
Sepi. 7 

September 

9 


12 

12-16 

14 


19 

21 


23 

28 


October 

5 

11 

24 

Oct. 25- 
Nov, 3 

November 

3-8 

20 

Nov, 29* 
Dec, 8 
30 

December 

13 


19 


Acceptance by Turkish Government of invitation to London 
Conference. 

Visit of CI.G.S., Field-Marshal Sir John Harding; received by President 
Bayar. 

Official visit of Sardar Naim Khan. Afghan Deputy Prime Minister 
and Minister for Foreign Affairs. 

Signature of protocol regarding liquidation of arrears due to 
Netherlands. 

Exchange of letters between German Ambassador and Minister for 
Foreign Affairs to give effect to long-term agreement on the sale 
of cereals to the Federal German Republic, signed in 1953. 


Statement on C yprus by Prime Minister on eve of departure of Turkish 
delegation for London Conference. 

Visit of Jordanian Minister of Defence. 

London C onference on Cyprus. 


Arrival of Chancellor of the Exchequer in Istanbul for Commonwealth 
Consultations prior to the 10th Annual Meeting of the international 
Isanti and Monetary Fund. 

First joint session of LOth Annual Fund and bank meeting. 

Visit of party from Imperial Defence College. 

Statement by Chancellor of Exchequer on the Annual Report of the 
Fund, on the maintenance of the value of sterling and the approach 
to convertibility. 

State visit by President Bayar to Tehran, 

Exchange of messages between Mr. Dulles, United Stales Secretary cl 
State, and the Prime Minister regarding Turco-Greek relations. 

Pakistan accession to the Bagdad Pact. 

Visit of Mr, Thomas Dewey, ex-Governor of New York, 


First payment for the settlement in chronological order of United 
Kingdom commercial arrears. 

Iranian accession to the Bagdad Pact. 

Flag-raising ceremony in Izmir to make moral amends for the 
anti-Greek riots. 

Official visit of Herr Blank, Federal German Minister of Defence, and 
General Heusinger, Chief of Staff, 


State visit by President Bayar to Jordan, 

Departure of Turkish delegation, led by Prime Minister, for Bagdad 
Paul Council meeting m Bagdad; returned on November 24. 

Visit of Mr, David Morse, Director-General of the International 
Labom Organisation. 

Visit of Signor Cassiani. Italian Minister of Marine Commerce 


M. Birgi, Secretary-General at Ministry of Foreign Affairs, left Turkey 
to attend RA.T.O. Ministerial Meeting in Paris as Turkish 
representative. Returned on December 19, 

Lifting of the ban on press comment on Cyprus and Turco-G reck 
relations, follow!ne the raising of martial law in Ankara and Izmir. 
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CRL 1443/1 No. 2 - 

RELIGIOUS DEVELOPMENTS IN TURKEY DURING RECENT YEARS 


Sir James Bowker to Mr. Seiwyn Lloyd. t Received January 2S) 


(No. If. Confidential) Ankara. 

- j January 24, 1956. 

1 have the honour to report that the subject of Islam in Turkey, which is 
normally seldom mentioned in the press, was given its routine annual airing on 
the 7th January when the budget of the Religious Affairs Department was discussed 
by the Budget Committee of the National Assembly, Comment on this year’s 
discussion was, however, completely overshadowed by the fact that the Prime 
Minister in a speech at Konya on the same day decided to define the principle 
of laicism as applied to the present-day Turkey and to announce his belief in the 
value of introducing religious instruction in secondary schools. This speech 
aroused a storm of criticism from the Opposition press. 


* fl1 : ^ e Budget Committee’s discussion, the main criticism of the 
Governments religious policy was that the Department of Religions Affairs 
confined its activities, to routine work and to the publication of routine religious 
pamphlets; and that it had failed in its main task of training men of religion with 
rational ideas to replace the narrow-minded and ignorant Imams. The 
Government spokesman defended the work of the department and claimed that 
n was handicapped in the performance of its duties b\ the lack of qualified 
religious workers; this was illustrated bv the fact that "only three out of 165 
graduates from the divinity faculty of the uni vers i tv had joined (he ranks of the 
department. Eventually, the committee approved a budget of £T.I8 million for 
the department, an increase of £T.3 million on last years figure. 


3. There is in fact a great deal of truth in the criticisms directed at the 
Religious Affairs Department. The standard of their publications is low and 
lamentably stereotyped: and there is little doubt that the department is at odds 
with the divinity faculty of the university. A senior official at the Ministry of 
Education expressed the view recently that the divinity facultv included plenty 
of progressive thinkers who were alive to the necessity'of rationalising Islam in 
Turkey. But they were reluctant to work with the officials of the Religious Affairs 
Department who were said to he narrow-minded reactionaries simply propounding 
in a dull and uninspiring way the old Islamic teachings. 


4. I he issues raised at the committee’s discussion were, however, swamped 
by the reaction to the Prime Minister's Konya speech. In this speech, M. MemJcres 
first defined laicism (reasonably enough)* as being the absolute separation of 
religion from politics together with complete freedom of religious conscience. 
The Turkish nation was Moslem rind would remain so. The principles and creeds 
of Islam must, therefore, be taught to the children of the country and he believed 
that it would be desirable to institute religious instruction in secondary schools. 
Further efforts would also be made to train properly qualified religious teachers, 
and the salaries of Imams and preachers would be raised from their present 
extremely low level. 

5. Islam is always n sensitive subject in Turkey and the Prime Minister's 
speech naturally gave rise to much criticism. He was accused of breaking the 
constitution by associating religion with politics, of grasping at another straw to 
divert the people's attention from the economic crisis in ordeno regain his position, 
and of dealing a blow at one of the outstanding principles of (he Alaliirk revolution. 

6. It is in fact difficult to understand why the Prime Minister chose the 
particular lime and place for such a speech which was utterly out of the context 
of the other speeches he made in his recent provincial tour/ It may have been 
that he wished to please the people of Konya, who arc noted for their religious 
fervour, and to show- gratitude for the welcome that they gave him. At the same 
time, he may have wished to make up in an indirect way for the fact that Ire had 
announced on the previous day that a district of the Konya ViJaya (Aksehir) was 
to become a new and separate Vilayet, Ie may be that" he did wish to exploit 
religion in order to regain his personal position. Rue h is equally possible that 
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the Prime Minister was merely expounding for no ulterior motive the Democrat 
Parlv policv towards Islam, in which the introduction of religious instruction in o 
secondary schools would be a rational and defensible step. This was the view 
expressed in conversations with a member of my staff by the Minister oJ J'&te 
Industries (who is known for his interest in religion) and by a leading Democrat 
Deputy and journalist. If this is so, it is however, slightly difficult to reconcile U 
with the fact that the Minister of Education, when asked by a journalist the next 
day whether it was true that religious lessons were to be added to the curriculum 
of secondary schools, said that they were not. Thereupon, the reporter showed 
him the account of the Prime Minister's speech on the previous day, bu the 
Minister still denied any such intention; the following day he had to Wg*? J 
hasty correction of his previous statement to bring himself into hnc with the I rune 
Minister Nevertheless, the incident is not quite as absurd as it seems, for n is 
characteristic of present-day Turkish politics that the Prime Minister should make 
an announcement of this kind on the spur of the moment, which had not bum 
properly discussed by the Cabinet, but was nevertheless m accordance with their 
general policy* It is notable that this embassy has not heard any criticism of the 
statement from within the Democrat Party and it may be added that many 
intelligent supporters of the Opposition are in I a von r ol religious instruction in 
schools, although they censure the Prime Minister's method oi announcing the 
proposal. 

7. In the JighE of this incident of which we may not have heard the last, 
it is perhaps worth commenting on the religious developments in T urkey during 
recent years, 

8 When the Democrat Party came to power in 1950 it was their declared 
policy to free, if not to encourage religious practice within the framework of the 
secular State, The process has been a continuous one. he budgeL of the Religious 
Affairs Department has risen from £ 1.3 million in 1950 to its present ligure of 
£T 18 million for 1956; new mosques and minarets are rising everywhere, paid 
for partly bv the State and partly also by local contributions. All who know 
Turkey have noticed other signs of a revival of Islam, although some say that 
this revival in fact started in the late twenties after the fust enthusiasm lor the 
reforms had died away. A return lo the veil in many parts of the country, an 
increase in the numbers of young people keeping Ramadan, violent prejudice 
against a man sitting down with his wife in a restaurant; religious texts and mottoes 
in cafes and restaurants or on lorries and buses, and an Open return to the Arabic 
script and pride in its knowledge, arc some among many, they have little 
importance individual!v but they seem to have increased markedly since the 
Democrat Partv “took the lid" off Islam in 1950. Together they are perhaps 
little more than the signs that a Turk would see of Christianity m England but 
they represent a real return lo the past. Many intelligent 1 urks are also sceptical 
of the Kemalist creed of going back for their culture to pre-Mamie days and are 
ready to admit that Ottoman culture with its Islamic overtones is their true heritage. 

9, It is known moreover that in some parts ot the country a sect of fanatics 
in the strict sense of the word is still alive. The dervish sect of the I icam arc 
devoted to a complete return to (he old Moslem traditions and ready like holy 
warriors to use violence in pursuit of their aim. They are legally banned but, 
nevertheless, continue. In August last, the press denounced their influence m 
Tokat in central Anatolia; from time to time they are heard of in other regions 
and may well have members m the big towns; and the view has been expressed 
that the attempt to put the Ticani down had completely failed and that they were 
as strong as ever. In a similar although less militant connection, there is no doubt 
that affection for the now defunct Mevlcvi dervish seel of Konya still persists, 
A member of m\ staff who attended the annual ceremonies commemorating the 
death of the founder of the sect, was struck by the extreme krvour shown bv the 
pilgrims to the shrine, who were drawn from all parts of the country and Irani 
ill walks of Ufe. The ceremonies are Government sponsored and it is perhaps 
significant that the Government have now decided to make them a quinquennial, 
not an annual affair, 

10 In addition to these obvious signs of religious revival, the Christian 
communities of Izmir and Istanbul arc disposed to believe that the destruction 
of churches and the desecration of graveyards during the riots of September last 
was principally due to an outburst of fanatical Mohammedanism of which they 
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say there have been warning signals for some time past, (I do not share this belief 
for reasons which have been given in reports from this emhass) during past 
months; though the riots did provide an outlet for the anti-Christian fanaticism 
which has been largely suppressed ot lain dormant for the past thirty years and 
have possibly led to more open and conscious anti-Christian feeling.) 

11, While recognising that there arc still centres of religious reaction in 
Turkey, particularly among the larger landowners in the south and in some of the 
smaller and more remote towns, some progressive Turks point to the fact that 
the traditionally conservative and reactionary tendencies of the Turkish peasant 
are being steadily weakened by the greater material prosperity of the farmers 
and the advent of roads and buses, Though they acknowledge that religion must 
eventually be put in its proper place in the New Turkey, these persons hold that 
the natural process of mental evolution should be allowed to continue its work 
before the problem becomes ripe to be tackled by the Government, and that an 
attempt at this stage to impose a comprehensive programme of religious education 
would stir up emotional prejudices which were better left undisturbed, 

12, It must dearly be the concern of the Democrat Party, who have freed 
Islam as a matter of policy, to control its revival and to ensure that it is kepi within 
proper limits in accordance with the concept of a secular Slate, As indicated by 
the observations on the Department of Religious Affairs, in paragraph 5 their 
efforts so far have been haphazard and badly co-ordinated. Their most 
constructive step—the formation of schools to train a new cadre of progressive 
Imams and preachers lo replace the old reactionary village Imams although 
laudable, is in danger of foundering through lack of funds and its good results 
have not yet seriously been fell. It is also unfortunate from this point of view 
that the Government have in many ways antagonised the young intellectuals who 
are the most stern opponents of religious reaction but who have the intelligence 
to approach the problem of Islam in a rational way, 

13, This hesitant policy no doubt reflects the existing conflict of views on 
the subject. It remains lo be seen whether the Prime Minister's remarks about 
religious education at Konya really mean that the Government have now decided 
to grapple seriously with Ehe problem, or whether, as is more likely, they were 
simply part of his present efforts to re-establish his popularity in the country . 
l! is impossible at this stage to attempt a long-term forecast of the development 
of this issue, which remains one of the major issues in Turkey, as it was when 
Sir Knox Helm wrote his farewell despatch No. 2 in 1954. But ihe fact that 
religion has come again to the foreground of public discussion may well force 
the Government to give serious thought to a problem on which their policy has 
hitherto been largely opportunist. 

1 have, &c. 

R. J. BOWKER. 
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RK 101105 No. 3 

REPORT in THE TURKISH MARTIAL LAW COMMAND ON THE 
INVESTIGATIONS FOLLOWING THE RIOTS OF SEPTEMBER 6* 1955 

Sir James Bmvkcr to Mr. Scfwyn IJoyd {Received February 25) 

(No. 34. Confidential) Ankara, 

Sir, Feb nutty - L 1956. 

I have the honour to report that the Martial Law Command have completed 
their investigations into the causes oi and the people responsible for the riots in 
Istanbul of September last; and I enclose a summarised translation of their report 
(Annex hon the strength of which 17 people (Annex II) are standing trial or various 
counts. The trial, which is being held in camera, began on 13th of February. 

2, You will see from Annex ] that the blame for the riots has been laid on 
the Cyprus is Turkish ” Association and to a lesser extent on the Turkish National 
Students" Federation; and that the Secretary-General of the “Cyprus is Turkish " 
Association, Kamil Onal. is accused of being the main ringleader, even to the partial 
exclusion of the President of the Association, Nik met Bil The original official 
version that the Communists were to blame has been dropped, presumably through 
lack of any corroboration, although the report makes the most it can out of 
Communist participation in the riots and their interference in the Cyprus problem 
generally, and underlines ihc Communist contacts of Kamil Onal himself. 

3. The report studiously avoids any mention of governmental responsibility 
or negligence and of the extent to which Hikmet Bil and the " Cyprus is Turkish " 
Association received official encouragement prior to the events; and the only 
mention of the pan played by the local authorities is in the rather obscure phrase 
translated verbatim in paragraph 14 of Annex I. The report does not explain the 
implications of this phrase. 

4 r Equally no attempt has been made to explain the high degree of 
organisation of the rioting, demonstrated by the methodical way in which the 
destruction was carried out (.paragraph 13 of Mr Stewart's despatch No, 193 of the 
22nd of September, 1955), The question asked in paragraph 14 of this despatch 
still therefore remains unanswered and since the trial of the accused is being held 
in camera* it is unlikely that we shall receive further official enlightenment, ft is of 
course possible that the Opposition may challenge the report hotly when it comes 
up for debate in the National Assembly, to try to force the Government to reveal 
more of the facts. But it is strange in this context that the Opposition Press have 
so far failed to comment at all on the report, although they have had plenty of time in 
which to do so. 

5, 1 am sending copies of this despatch to Her Majesty's representatives at 

Athens, Belgrade and Washington and to the Political Office, Middle East Forces. 

I have, Slc, 

JAMES BOWKER. 


Enclosure 1 
ANNEX I 

SUMMARY OF THE RECENT REPORT PUBLISHED ON FEBRUARY II, 
BY TIIE MARTIAL LAW COMMAND IN SUPPORT OF THE 
CHARGES AGAINST THE PERSONS ACCUSED (ANNEX II) IN 
CONNEXION WITH I HE RIOTS IN ISTANBUL ON SEPTEMBER 
6 7 

The report begins with a summary of the history of Cyprus from ancient 
Egyptian times up to and including the London Conference of August 1955. This 
historical summary stresses the part played in (he recent history of the Island by the 
Cominform and by the Cyprus Communist Party, and tetters from the Turkish 
Communist poet Nazim Hikmet to the Turkish Labour Union in Nicosia in 1953 
are quoted. It is stated that the Cominform has for many years used the Cyprus 
problem as a means for creating political and military discord between the Turks, 
Greeks and British. 
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2. There follows a long dissertation, in connexion with the interest and 
sympathy for the l urks in the Island, shown by Turkish youth and thj Turkish 
Press, on the activities and publications of die Turkish National Students Federation 
and m particular the “ Cyprus is Turkish " Association, The birth of the “ L Cyprus 
is Turkish” Association and its growth through the “'Cyprus is Turkish M 
Committee to full Association status on the 2nd of October, 1954, is described. 

3. Mast of the accused arc mentioned by name in connexion with the 
Association but the accent is laid on Kamil Gnat the Secretary "General, His life is 
traced in minute detail through his school days* his work in Government service and 
as a journalist and in the National Security Department. This latter brought him 
into contact with a number of Communists and the report comments in parenthesis 
that he always concealed from ihe authorities his personal contacts with 
Communists and Left-wing sympathisers of his acquaintance. 

4. There then follows a detailed discussion on Kamil Onal'* and to a lessor 
extent, Hikmet Bit's activities; their journeys to London, to C yprus and through 
Anatolia on behalf of the Association; their contacts with the Cypriol-Turfdsh 
leaders, their* and especially Kamil On d"s, inflammatory speeches at various times: 
and their activities in the setting up of regional branches of the Association, 

5 „ Eventually the report comes to the events of the -Uh of September, 1953. 
Hikmet Bil is said to have telephoned Kamil Onal and to have told him 
that they should bum a number of anti-Turk isfi Greek newspapers 
in Taksirn Square, and that he (Hikmet Bill would inform the newspaper Hurriyei 
to make such that reporters were there to take photographs. Husamettic Can 
Gzlurk telephoned the newspapers I'&tan and Miiliyet similarly and Kami! Onal 
gave 0 pile of newspapers to Hur$jt §ahsuvar and to Giindtk GoiunU telling them 
to burn them at the statue in Taksirn Square. Kamil and others subsequently went 
to Taksirn Square where they met the rest of ihc party and the incident began. At 
that time Hur$it and Giinduz were arrested by a policeman and taken to the Taksirn 
Police Station. 

6. The report concludes that this incident atone was an act calculated to 
disturb the peace, 

7, A description is then given of how the Association had in its possession 
posters showing the'Turkish flag and the island of Cyprus, which had been printed a 
long time ago, Although no new posters had been ordered for many months. 
Kamil Onal ordered 15-20,000 in the last week of August 1953. In view of the Fact 
that from the 4th of September onwards these posters were found in great quantities 
all over Istanbul it could not be accepted that this large order was given by chance, 

K. At the same time the “Cyprus is T urkish ” Association in Izmir held a 
private meeting and speeches were made calculated to provoke hostile action against 
the Greek Government. The Association also arranged a meeting for the 
26th of August, but, since permission was not given by the authorities, they made 
speeches of the same kind to people gathered in the streets. Mention is also made 
of an article in the Izmir paper Greet’ Postasi of the 3rd of September asking why 
the Greek flag was still Hying on the Greek pavilion, fcc. 

9. The report then turns to the day of the riots. Kamil Onal saw the Salonika 
bomb incident as an opportunity for stirring up new trouble and made an 
inflammatory statement to the Press, which appeared in the Istanbul Fkspres of 
the 6th of September, and which was printed, for the first lime in the history of the 
paper, in extremely large type, 

10. On the same day Kamil Onal, Komiralp, Hikmet Kon and others, went 
round Istanbul in taxis distributing great quantities of the *' Cyprus is Turkish " 
poster and at the same time shouting provocative slogans to the people in the streets. 
They then returned to the Headquarters of the Students Federation where Kamil 
Onal appeared at (he window and incited the passers-by, 

U, In conjunction with the Turkish Students’ Federation the Association 
then published a provocative statement which appeared in certain of the lostfmbui 
papers on the 7th of September. 

12. A description follows of the course of the riots in Istanbul and, very 
briefly, in Izmir and of how the rioters were all carrying "Cyprus is Turkish" 
posters and copses of the Istanbul Bjkspres and shouting " Cyprus is Turkish ' 
slogans; and it is mentioned how people who had served sentences for Communism 
or who were under suspicion of Communism, joined the rioters and incited them 
further, 
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13. A description of various incidents follows also implicating members 
of the Students' Federation for inciting the rioters. 

14 All this time Kamil Ona! was at the Federation Headquarters. 1-1 ikmet 
Bil gor in touch with him and they both set out, with other of their followers, through 
the town. At one point Hikmct Bil tried to address a crowd of rioters but without 
success. A detailed description is given of their journey and of Hiktnct Bits visit 
to the Vilayet where he thought of offering to broadcast to the people in the name 
of l he Association to quieten them down. But " realising that his suggestion w ould 
be futile in view of the sight he saw at the vilayet ' he left and subsequently they 
all returned to their homes. It is then described how the Kadikby branch leader 
of the Association went round the town with posters and Hags stirring up the rioters 
and how various other branch leaders did the same in their particular quarters. 

15. There follows a description of how, in view of the “ Cyprus is Turkish 
Association’s activities during and before the riots, the Association was dosed dow n 
and the leaders arrested. Nevertheless, Kamil Onal apparently managed to get 
messages to various people to burn certain papers at the Association's Headquarters, 
which he did not wish to fall into the hands of the police. Certain of the accused 
managed to break the official seal on the building, and these papers were burnt 
before they could be seized. 

16. The report ends with a list of the number of people arrested in connexion 
with the riots on various charges, which included 67 known or suspected 
Communists of whom 26 were proved to have taken an active part, in the riots, 


Enclosure 2 
ANNEX IT 

PERSONS ACCUSED IN CONNEXION WITH THE RIOTS OF 

SEPTEMBER 6 7, 1955 

Charged With indulging in hostile activities directed against a foreign country 
and of instigating people to commit crimes: 

Kamil Onal.— Secretary'General of the* 1 Cyprus is Turkish Association, 
Mvr>j i VoLGE^tN.—Student at the reserve officers' school 
Saras im SaGLaMER.- Head of the Kadikoy branch of the “ Cyprus is 
Turkish ' Association. 

Osman I an. -Head of the Sariyer branch of the “ Cyprus is Turkish " 
Association. 

Erol Demirc ioglu.* Student at the Haydarpasalyole. 

Mustafa Eroglu,— Furniture dealer. 

2. Charged with indulging in hostile activities against a foreign country: — 
Hikmet Bil. President of the “Cyprus is Turkish" Association, 
HiisAvti rriN CANoZTtiRiL—President of the Turkish National Students' 

Federation. 

Orjian Birgit.—M ember of the Executive Council of the “Cyprus is 
Turkish " Association. 

Nfdin Osljikln.— Member of the Executive Council of the “Cyprus is 
Turkish " Association. 

Avuin Koni H.\Lf. Member of the Ankara branch of the Association 
(also charged with breaking an official seal}. 

HuayiT ^AttsuvAR—Student (also charged with criminal aetivtiesk 
G iiNDiiz Colon.■ —Student. 

3. Charged with criminal activities: — 

6zturk Cano mi rk. -Student (also charged with breaking an official 
seal), 

ISM aii Turk fr.— Doorkeeper at the Turkish National Students' 
Federation. 

4. Charged with disseminating exaggerated reports calculated to cause 
alarm and excitement: — 

Vedat PekuirgiN.—S ub-editor of Istanbul Ekspres. 

Goksin Si rATRUXiLU —Member of the editorial staff. 
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RK 1022/2 No, 4 

TURKEY: ANNUAL REVIEW OK FOREIGN POLICY 

Sir James Bowker to Mr. Sdwyn Uoyd. <Received March !0) 

(No. 40. Confidential) Ankara, 

Sir, March 5, 1956 , 

I have the honour to inform you that Lhe Minister for Foreign Affairs, 
Professor Fuat Kopriilii, made the customary general review of Turkey’s foreign 
policy at the end of the Grand National Assembly debate on the budget of the 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs on the 25th of February, 

2. As he did last year (my despatch No, 48 of the 7th of March. 1955) 
Professor Kopriilii began with an analysis of world events as seen from the Turkish 
point of view, with particular reference to the cold war. 

3. He mentioned the existing tension in international relations and the failure 
both of the efforts made by the free nations to end the cold war and of the Geneva 
Conference. These failures showed that there had been no change in Communist 
policy. In fact the Communists were trying to cause the collapse of countries by 
methods adapted to the particular conditions of each and they were exploiting 
every dispute to cause a rift between Europe and Asia. 

4. Hope for the establishment of true peace should not however be 
abandoned and it was imperative to continue negotiations with the opposite camp. 
Such negotiations could only succeed if the meetings could be kept from being 
used by the Communists as a means of propaganda to sow discord among the free 
nations, and if the free nations united their strength to a point where they could 
successfully defend themselves by armed force, 

5. By propaganda, the Communists had created an atmosphere of relaxation, 
but they were really concentrating alt their activities on making the free world 
unprepared and divided. Their principal objective was to undermine existing 
collective security organisations and to prevent the establishment of new 
organisations. They were employing all possible means to this end. from pressure 
and warnings to attempts at friendly and benevolent activities always keeping in 
view the peculiar circumstances of each country. ] his was a dangerous aspect 
of the cold war. The view predominated among certain free nations that Lite 
collective security organisations in the free world were military and ideological 
blocs leading the opposite camp to believe that it was living under a threat. 
Propaganda was being spread that there was no need for the free nations to 
augment their military strength and that military organisations should give way 
to social and economic arrangements and to political agreements designed to 
eliminate suspicion. The trends towards neutrality and the establishment of a 
third Hoc were products of these considerations. 

6. These trends were misleading; the relaxation was only artificial and 
tactical; the apparent balance of power was merely superficial and temporary and 
the security organisations of the free world were not ideological Macs but defences 
against ideological warfare from the other side. 

7. Although economic, social and political matters were important, they 
must not be pursued at Lhe expense of military power. If it was true that the 
dangers of a world war had receded this was due to the establishment and 
application of lhe collective security systems in Lite free world. 

8. Some countries were being faced with proposals for bilateral friendship 
from the Communist side. Every country would receive these with satisfaction; 
and Turkey herself would like to Lake the initiative. But Lhe development of such 
bilateral relations beyond that of correct neighbourly relations depended on 
evidence of the abandonment of lhe policy which was keeping the free world in a 
state of anxiety. The facts remained unchanged; and it was impossible not to 
suspect such attempts to establish bilateral agreements of being endeavours to 
weaken and divide the free world. It was vitally necessary not to neglect realism 
and caution. 
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9. The principle of collective security embodied in Article 51 of the United 
Nations Charter continued to form one of the bases of Turkey's foreign policy. 
The Government would defend this principle everywhere. Turkey was bound in 
all sincerity to the United Nations, to N.A.T.G. and to the Bagdad and Baikal! 
Pacts, She attributed great importance to her membership in the Council ol 
Europe and the economic organisations of Europe. 

SO. Professor Kopriilu then turned (o more detailed aspects of 1 urkey s 
foreign policy, 

IL The United Nations .—After a deprecatory reference to the compromise 
formula adopted for the admission of new members iast year, he said (hat the 
Turkish Government were in favour of moulding the United Nations Charter into 
a more perfect form and of finding a solution to the veto principle. The main 
factor, however, for making the United Nations more effective was not so much 
Charter amendment, but change in the mentality ol certain groups of member 
.States who used the United Nations as a rostrum for political activity and 
propaganda to realise their own ends. 

12. After a complimentary reference to the United Nations Atomic Energy 
Agency, he said that the Turkish Government, which signed the first Atomic 
Reactor Agreement with the United States, heartily supported all enterprises aimed 
at the development and use of atomic energy for peaceful purposes, and that they 
hoped to benefit from them. He then referred appreciatively to the decision of the 
Bagdad Pact Economic Committee to establish an atomic energy training centre 
through which the British Government would make available certain facilities, 
information and equipment to member States. He also mentioned the decision to 
set up an Atomic Energy Research Centre and an Atomic Energy Organisation of 
Europe, saying that Turkey was participating in all these activities. He deprecated 
the decision of the Brussels Agreement countries to form a co-operative group 
amongst themselves and suggested that such an arrangement would be better taken 
in hand by the Council of Europe or by O.E.E.C 

13. The International Co-operation Administration had allocated 40,000 
dollars for 1455 -56 to the training of Turkish atomic scientists in the United States. 
Four Turkish scientists had already been sent to America and six more would 
soon be going. It might be possible to send two scientists to England for training 
under the Bagdad Pact decision. 

14. Turning to the work of the Security Council, he mentioned the Arab- 
Israel problem, and defended Turkey's policy m the Security Council. This policy 
had received the thanks of the Arab representatives, but those wishing to embroil 
"Turkey With the Arab countries had distorted the truth and attributed to the 
Turkish delegate unfriendly statements about the Arab nations and the Palestine 
refugees, 

15. Worth \fitiftiic Treaty Organisation—Professor Kdprtilli praised the 
purpose and role of N.A.T.O.'. saying that Turkey was fully attached to the 
alliance in ah its aspects, military, political, economic and social. He referred 
with satisfaction to the entry of the Federal German Republic into N.A.T.O. 
Turkey was contributing to the limit of her capabilities towards the improvement 
qualitatively and quantitatively of N A T.Q.'s military strength. She had adopted 
the principle of bearing all sacrifices on a reasonably large scale for the sake of 
raising to a high level of perfection her military strength. He then referred in 
some detail to the infrastructure programme and to American aid in connection 
with off-shore orders, 

16. The decision taken at the North Atlantic Council's ministerial meeting 
last December for the proper application of article 2 of the North Atlantic Treaty 
was important. He suggested that it would be advantageous if N.A.T.G. took up 
the economic questions left outside the scope of E.P.U. and OJLE.C 

17. The Bagdad Pact— Professor Kbprulii reviewed, as an earnest of the 
pact's progress, the work done so far by (he Permanent Council and by the various 
committees. He emphasised (he significance of 5 he support of the United Nalions 
for the pact, 

IK. The Bagdad Pact had become a target for attacks from those who were 
converting peace into a cold war. These attacks were the manifestations in the 


SECRET 


SECRET 


19 

Middle East of a world-wide campaign waged against the solidarity and defence 
of the Tree world. I heir principal purpose was to leave the Middle East confused, 
defenceless, unstable and m political and economic difficulties. Since the Bagdad 
Pact was the most effective remedy to such difficulties* these attacks would no 
doubt continue to increase in vehemence. Nevertheless the Bagdad Pact had 
raised interest and understanding in non-member countries in the Middle East, 
deeper and wider than the outward manifestations. 

19, Turkey was devoted to the aims and interests of the Middle East, without 
bringing pressure ou anyone or interfering in other peoples affairs. I urkey had 
not stipulated the adherence of any of the Arab States to the Bagdad Pact as a 
condition of friendship, k was for the countries concerned to estimate the 
advantages to be derived from adherence or the losses to be sustained by 
non-adherence, 

21). The Bagdad Pact was not directed against any particular Stale or States; 
nor was it directed against the Arab League. The Turkish Government had 
manifested in deeds the high esteem in which Ehey held the League. Turkey's 
sincerity and good faith were self-evident. Although the effect produced by 
malicious propaganda against Turkey in certain friendly Arab countries had grieved 
the Government, they were convinced lhai ways and means could be found for 
establishing friendship and co-operation. Turkey and the Arab countries were 
linked together by lasting and fundamental tics ant! by ties ol a traditional and 
sentimental nature. The Government rejoiced in extending the hand of friendship 
to the Arab countries. 

2L Arah-israel .—After stressing the importance and gravity of this problem. 
Professor Kdprillti said that the Turkish Government would continue to do their 
best for a solution within the framework of the Bagdad Pact and on the lines of 
the exchange of letters with Iraq or Palestine. The most promising way of solving 
the problem seemed to be to take up the minor differences of opinion one at a time 
and gradually to progress to the issues of greater importance. The solution of ihe 
problem was becoming more anti more vital in view of its exploitation by 
Communist propaganda. Solutions must be found for the refugee problem and 
for the question of compensation. The Government believed that it would be 
beneficial in working for a solution if the practice ol making public statements was 
replaced for the time being by diplomatic contacts between responsible represen¬ 
tatives. Well-meant public statements were twisted and mis interpreted by the 
forces of evil. All parties concerned should work to separate and simplify the 
problems els far as possible* 

22, The Balkan Pact. Professor fCopriiUi commented on the rumours and 
speculations about the extent to which the pact retained its vitality and 
effectiveness. The pact was born of certain permanent vita! needs and was the 
work of three States determined to defend their independence and territorial 
integrity and convinced of the necessity of co-operation for this purpose. 
None of the considerations had changed. The Balkan Pact had, by its conclusion* 
rendered great services to the cause of peace. Its benefits were siill considerable 
although not so conspicuous as they had been at the beginning. The Government 
were working with all their strength to ensure that the Balkan Pact would not 
merely be honoured posthumously. They were avoiding any act that might be 
detrimental to the interests or prestige of the pact and it was their duty to warn 
those who might act otherwise. 

23, Yugoslavia, who held certain opinions, not shared by Turkey, against 
pacts* had always declared that the Balkan Pact was one of ihe foundations of her 
foreign policy, 

24, The Greek refusal to attend the meeting of the Permanent Council had 
been harmful to the pact, yet the Turkish Government thought that this was due 
to lack of a sufficient realisation of the value and importance of the pact. They 
recalled that the Greek Government had shown the same lack of attention to I heir 
obligations to N.A.T.O* by refusing to participate in the manoeuvres in Turkey. 

75, Turco-Greek Relations and Cyprus .—It was possible* in view of the 
actions of the Greek Government and press* to strike a bitter note on this question, 
but he would be moderate. The tension in Turco-Greek relations originated in the 
Cyprus problem. The Greek altitude towards the riots of the 6to and 7ih of 
September and to the Salonika bomb incident was designed to further the 
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annexation of Cyprus to Greece by swamping the Turkish thesis. Their purpose 
was to place Turkey in the eyes of world opinion in a situation where she would 
be in no position to say a word on the Cyprus question. 

26. Both (he Greek Government and Opposition had exploited the situation 
as an electioneering issue and had thus damaged Greece’s international 
commitments— N.A.T.O, and the Balkan Pact—and, in relation to the Salonika 
incident, the prestige of the Greek State, 

27. The decisions and measures taken by the Turkish Government to repair 
the material and moral damages of the incidents of the 6th and 7th of September 
had deprived Greek propaganda of a valuable weapon. With the enactment of the 
compensation law everything that could have been done by any dignified State 
conscious of its obligations would have been done, He then referred scathingly 
to the proceedings over the Salonika incident, saying that they had been rejected 
by the Prosecutor-General of the Court of Appeal on legal grounds. The Turkish 
Government had been careful not to interfere in Greek internal affairs and hoped 
that the Greek Government would get themselves out of the situation they had 
Created in a manner worthy of a law-abiding State, 

28. He then outlined the Turkish thesis on Cyprus in familiar terms, claiming 
that the international status of Cyprus was established by the Treaty of Lausanne 
and that any modification of that status would entail modification of other 
provisions of I lie treaty; and saying that in the unlikely event of a change in the 
island's status it was only natural that it should revert to Turkey; that (he true 
aim ol the Greek thesis was Enosis; that self-determination should never be 
applicable to Cyprus; and that attempts to aggravate the artificially-invented Cyprus 
problem might give rise to unpredtetably grave consequences, 

29. He mentioned the London Conference and the rejection of the London 
proposals by the Turkish and Greek Governments. The Turkish Government had 
rejected the proposals on the grounds that, so long as the Greeks persisted in 
self-determination as a pretest for annexing the island, and so long as terrorism 
and antagonism among the island communities remained, self-government would 
only result in further deterioration of the situation both in the island and 
internationally. Even if matters were to improve so as to make self-government 
possible, it could be applicable only if the Turkish community were provided, as 
in other confederation systems, with the same rights and opportunities in the 
administration as those enjoyed by the other community. 

30. 'I he present negotiations in Cyprus were connected with the granting of 
local autonomy on lines suggested by the British at the London Conference. The 
purpose of his recent statement to the Anatolian Agency, made in view of the 
justified anxiety which was felt in the country, was to indicate that the Turkish 
Government had been kept informed of what was happening, to give as much 
information as possible, and to make it clear that the Turkish position remained 
unchanged. 

31. The Turkish Government had never suspected that the British 
Government had acted with evil intentions towards them. Their fears arose from 
the fact that, in view of pressure brought to bear by the British Opposition and of 
the attitude adopted by "some friends capable of exerting influence on world 
events, the British Government had embarked upon a delicate experiment beset 
with danger, which might lead to far more important complications. 

32 The situation in Cyprus could easily get out Of control. Even Makarios 
was exposed to the danger of becoming a Communist plaything. Demagogy was 
rife; and self-determination and anti-colonialism were being exploited in this 
problem which was only a 14 Megalo Idea ” from the Greek point of view. Talk 
of seff-determination for Cyprus was sheer demagogy. 

33. Although Cyprus was a colony and Turkey had always condemned 
colonialism, the Government would not allow this to be exploited for political 
ends, The fact of Cyprus being a colony could not justify Enosis. h could at 
most justify gradual constitutional development suitable to the level of its people 
and within the provisions of the Treaty of Lausanne. At present only (he Turkish 
community could openly and courageously express their opinion in the atmosphere 
of terrorism and pressure prevailing. Cyprus could not, like Malta, claim an 
identity of wishes, Were it not for Turkey’s profound misgivings at the grave 
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situation, he would describe the spectacle presented by the Cyprus problem to-day 
ds ridiculous. 

34. The Government were following the developments of the question 
closely, calling attention to unescapable consequences where necessary. The 
Government s actions would absolve them from any responsibility if any unpleasant 
development occurred. 

35, Reverting to Tureo-Greek relations, Professor Koprulu expressed the 
hope that differences would soon be relegated to the past, since friendship between 
Turkey and Greece was to-day more than ever necessary. The new Greek 
Government would be able to tackle the matters in hand with a new and 
constructive mentality. 

36. European Integration. Professor Kdprlitu stressed Turkeys interest in 
her membership of the Council of Europe, European Payments Union and Q E.E.C 
Turkey should become an active member of the European Union to be able to 
carry out her historic duty as a connecting link between Europe and Asia. The 
Government were therefore following with keen interest the question of 
European integration, 

37, He spoke of the inconsistency of the concept of Little Europe,” but 
with approval of the European Coal and Steel Union and of similar Organisations, 
provided that they were linked with the Council of Europe; he excepted the 
revised Brussels Agreement which owed its existence to other reasons. The 
multiplication of such Organisations would in any case be undesirable. The 
Government were therefore in favour of the European Atomic Union within the 
framework of O.E.E.C, or of the Council of Europe. 

38, The Government had decided to reinforce their Consulate at Strasbourg, 
which represented them at the Council of Europe. 

39, Foreign Trade Relations.- -Professor Rdprulii reviewed the increase in 
Turkey's foreign trade agreements, mentioning that agreements were negotiated 
in 1955 with Great Britain. Germany, Japan, Belgium, France, Austria, Italy* the 
Netherlands, Spain, Bulgaria, Czechoslovakia arid Yugoslavia; and that it had 
been possible to obtain from some of these countries new short-term and medium- 
term credits. 

40. The Government had also been making efforts to extend the existing 
system of agreements to their Near Eastern and Middle Eastern neighbours. They 
had decided to enter into negotiations on transit transport and economic 
co-operation with Iran. 

41. American .1 id. —After quoting in detail the figures on American aid so 
far obtained by Turkey, Professor Kdpriilu said that the total amount of economic 
aid for 3955 56 would be definitely known in June. Nevertheless 37,500,000 dollars 
had already been allocated on account, for State and market requirements. A 
technical aid programme of 2,060,000 dollars had also been approved for the same 
period, 

42, After an appreciative reference to the aid given by Canada in providing 
jet fighter aircraft and pilot training, he concluded by expressing the Government’s 
appreciation of the full value of the aid given to them, and by saying that if they 
asked for more aid this was because ol their enthusiasm to serve the imperative 
needs of the free world. In asking for further aid they were exercising great care 
to keep in mind the resources of Iho&e who were capable of giving sucK aid and 
to ensure that what they asked for was reasonable and intended for a definite 
purpose, 

43. Professor KopruHEs speech came at the end of the debate which had 
continued throughout the day. Earlier, various Opposition spokesmen had 
mentioned the Cyprus problem and had to a certain extent criticised the Govern¬ 
ments policy. The People's Republican Party spokesman said little, but the 
Republican National Party spokesman criticised the Turkish Government for 
having attended the London Conference, on the grounds that they had thus 
recognised Greece’s right to a voice in the problem. An Independent Deputy 
suggested that the solution of the question could be achieved by partition, the 
northern shores being given to Turkey and the southern part of the Island to 
Greece. 
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44, Certain Democrat Part) Deputies spoke critically of Greece; and the 
remark that Cyprus was an inseparable part of the motherland brought the first 
applause of the day from ihe Assembly, The debate was enlivened in its later 
stages by a violent attack by a Freedom Party spokesman on the previous Foreign 
Minister, M* Zorlu. He criticised has conduct towards foreign Ambassadors in 
Ankara, his handling of the Washington economic talks last summer, and his 
conduct at the Bandoeng Conference, At one stage in his attack there was general 
confusion and uproar in the Assembly. He went on to criticise the Government 
for having failed to counter Greek exploitation of the Istanbul riots, saying that 
the majority of the American press was now pro-Greek, as were the Arab countries 
and Y ugoslavia, 

45, M Zorlu replied to this speech and defended himself against the various 
attacks. On the Cyprus problem he attacked Greece in violent terms, including a 
vague threat ol arms in the event of her trying to lake over Cyprus. M. Zorlu 
received warm approbation from the Assembly and his attacks on Greece were 
particularly well received. 

46, By the time Professor Koprulu began his statement, interest in the debate 
had flagged and his speech was followed by little more than 100 Deputies, 
Nevertheless his speech, although long, was full of good sense, and moderate in 
regard to almost all the controversial issues. The passage about the cold war and 
N.A.T.O. confirmed Turkey’s robust stand against the Communist danger* and 
pointed timeh warnings to those who might be misled by insidious propaganda. 
His remarks cm Turkey's relations with her Middle Eastern neighbours were firm 
in regard to support for the Bagdad Pact, but unprOYOcativc. and indeed 
constructive, in relation to the non-member States and to Israel. He treated the 
Cyprus problem with the moderation which he has always shown on this question, 
although his strong words about Greece, whilst more than justified in Turkish 
eyes and indeed milder than those of many Deputies, may have been unfortunately 
limed at a moment when there is at least a hope that the new Greek Government 
may genuinely wish to bury the hatchet. The main emphasis of his speech was 
on the highly salutary point that minor local differences must be set aside or 
solved in Turkey's foreign relations in order to achieve unity in facing the 
Communist threat, 

47, 1 am sending copies of this despatch to Her Majesty's Representatives at 
Washington, Paris. Athens, Belgrade* Bagdad, Tehran* Karachi, Moscow, Cairo and 
Tel Aviv; to the Heads of the l nited kingdom Delegations at Paris. Strasbourg 
and New York and to the Political Officer with the Middle East Forces, 

1 have* &c. 

JAMES BOWKER 
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RK 1051/31 No. 5 

RECORD Oi CONVERSATION ON MARCH U, 1956, BETWEEN THE 
SECRETARY OF STATE AND THE TURKISH PRIME MINIS! ILR 

Present: 

M, Menderes 
M. Koprulii 
M. Nuri Birgi 
M. Urguplu 
M. Orhan Era Ip 
I Interpreter) 

M. Talat Miras 

The Turkish Prime Minister opened the conversation. After some words of 
welcome* he said that he would be particularly interested to hear from the Secretary 
of State an account of the conversations between Sir Anthony E den and President 
Eisenhower in Washington. He also hoped to have from the Secretary of State 
an account of his recent tour* and especially his visit to the Middle Eastern capitals. 

M. Mender es then turned to the subject of Soviet Polity. As he saw it, the 
Western world was faced by different tactics, but by the same strategy. 
M. Menderes was not sure if all the Western allies were aware of this situation. 
Moreover, neutralism in the uncommitted countries appeared* at any rale for 
the moment, to have taken on a new vigour. Even if the Western allies were 
agreed on the nature of the new Russian policy, there was not agreement on 
counter-measures. M. Menderes thought that such disagreement was dangerous. 

M, Menderes also obsened with regret that the political solidity of NATO 
left something to be desired. Although he had been satisfied with the communique 
issued after the last NATO Ministerial meeting, events had not borne out ihe 
spirit of that communique. For instance, no common policy had been agreed to 
deal with Soviet “friendship offensives " and the Soviet trade drive. The Soviet 
Union retained the initiative while the Western allies were on the defensive. 


Baghdad Pact 

M. Menderes recalled that when* some two and a half years ago. he had had 
discussions with Sir Anthony Eden they had been En agreement about Lhc 
desirability of setting up some defence organisation in the Middle East. In 
particular* they had discussed the possibility of bringing Iraq in. Her Majesty's 
Government had then approved that idea. The upshot had been the conclusion 
of the Baghdad Pact. The Turkish Government hud been grateful for the purl 
which Her Majesty's Government had played. At a later stage, Britain had 
acceded and the Pad had gained in strength correspondingly. The subsequent 
accessions of Pakistan and Iran had again added to the strength of the Pact, 
Unfortunately, the Turkish Government had all along been conscious that the Pact 
had inherent weaknesses: 

fol Iraq .—The fact that Iraq, in joining the Baghdad Pact, had broken away 
from the rest of the Arab world exposed her to the charge ol having betrayed the 
Arab cause. The fact that Iraq was the only Aral} member of the Pact constituted 
its main weakness. In this situation, the other Arab States were bound to oppose 
the Pact. M, Menderes recalled that about a year ago the Turkish Government 
had stressed this fact in a memorandum given to Her Majesty's Government and 
the United States Government. The Turkish Government had believed at that 
time that both Jordan and Ihe Lebanon were inclined to join the Pact. Ef they had 
been properly encouraged then, there would have been a correspondingly 
favourable effect on Arab opinion generally. 

t/j) The fact that the Urnied States had not joined the Pact, 
fc) The fact of French opposition, M. Menderes considered this ,i subsidiary 
point. He said that to Turkey the French attitude was inexplicable. 

These were the inherent weaknesses in the Pact. 


Secretary of State 
Sir James Bmvker 
Sir Harold Caccia 
Mr. Hancock 
Mr. Stewart 


SECRET 












24 


sec ret 


M. M endures then went on to develop his account of the Pact's present 
situation: 

iu\ The Arab-Isruel Dispute.— M, Menderes considered that this dispute 
(together with the Presidential Elections! was largely responsible for the United 
States decision to abstain from membership. He also said that in his opinion it was 
this dispute which had led Her Majesty's Government to proceed with caution 
where the Pact was concerned. 

(hi Soviet offers of military equipment and economic advantages, e.g. f to 
Egypt and Syria. 

fcl Egyptian and Saudi opposition. 

id i he internal weakness of the regimes in Irmf a/td Iran. M,,Mcnderes 
considered that recent developments had weakened the position of Nuri and the 
Shah and that public opinion in the two countries was beginning to wonder if it 
would not have been better to have stayed out of the Pact. 

(e) Jordan .—Failure to carry through the project of securing Jordan’s 
accession to the Pact had resulted in considerable loss of ground to the Pact as a 
whole. 

In this situation ML Mendercs said that Turkey felt somewhat isolated from 
her allies in Che Pact. He recalled that some time ago President Chamoun had 
said Chat he thought the Lebanon would accede to the Pact if she could be 
offered, first. United States encouragement and, second, some military rtid. These 
had not been forthcoming. M. Menderes cited this fact as an illustration of lost 
opportunity. 


The Balkan A Ilia nee 

M. Menderes said that there was lit tic to say about this at the present time. 
The alliance to-day had lost practically all its value and was hardly more than 
a form of words. The reasons for this' were not entirely the change in Yugoslav 
policy The deterioration in TurcoGreek relations and certain other unfortunate 
events were also responsible. The Yugoslav Government's original desire for 
dose ties with Turkey had changed. This was in part due to the looseness of the 
obligations which she had undertaken tinder the alliance. If Turkey could have 
established firmer Sinks with Yugoslavia and if the United Slates and the United 
Kingdom had shown their altitude more firmly at the lime of the change in 
'J ugoslav policy, the alliance might not be in the state that it was to-day. As it 
was, Yugoslavia now fell herself free to criticise NATO and the Baghdad Pact 
and entitled to ask Turkey why she cold-shouldered Russia. 

Cyprus was also act element which weakened the Balkan Alliance. 


Cyprus 

M. Mendercs said chat he first wished to express the Turkish Government’s 
appreciation of Her Majesty's Government's energetic action in suppressing 
terrorism and in arresting and deporting the Archbishop. 1 he I urkish Government 
h Ad often expressed (he view that terrorism must be suppressed before the position 
in Cyprus could be properly considered. Now that tier Majesty 5 Government 
were takinv effective measures in Cyprus and on the eve of the debate in the House 
of Commons next week, M, Mendercs wished to slate that the Turkish Government 
were fully prepared to support Her Majesty’s Government and would like to know 
what practical help they could give. 


Turcn-Greek Relations 

Turco-Greck relations were at present deplorable. Communist influence was 
responsible for this us well as other factors. 

V/ Mendercs mentioned in particular the Salonika trials and indicated that 
there might even be a severance of diplomatic relations between Turkey and Greece 
before long. 

Summing up, M, Mendercs said that Turkey appeared to be falling into a 
position of political isolation, from which in bis view she could only be rescued 
by action on the pari of the United States and Britain who, he said, ” have assumed 
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responsibility for international relations." The trouble was that United States 
policy was paralysed pending the Presidential election. 

The danger was that unco-ordinated and vague policies pursued by the 
Western allies might have a bad effect on Turkish public opinion. The Russians 
were coming up every day with a new approach and suggestions varying from 
suggestions for economic aid to the establishment of direct telephone 
comm unicat ions. Similar approaches were coming from the Satellites. The 
danger was that Turkish public opinion might begin to wonder why Turkey alone 
appeared to he abstaining from contacts with Russia. The situation would be 
particularly grave if the United States failed, as she had in the Middle East, to 
follow a constructive policy over Cyprus, 

M. Mend e res concluded by asking whether, in this situation, the Secretary of 
State thought it would be desirable to suggest an Anglo-United States-Turkish 
meeting to discuss all these questions. 

The Secretary of State expressed his thanks for M. Menderes s welcome and 
said how disappointed Sir Anthony Eden had been that he had been twice 
prevented from visiting Turkey, He sent his best greetings. He referred to 
M. Menderes's remarks on Turkish friendship with Great Britain and said that 
the Turkish alliance was one of the basic points of British foreign policy. Like 
M, Menderes he proposed to talk with absolute frankness. 

The Secretary of State then referred to M. MenderesY remarks aboul Soviet 
policy. He said that he had discussed the question of whether Soviet policy at 
present had undergone a change of substance or only a change of tactics, with 
Mr. Nehru, who had also been discussing the question with Marshal Tito. The 
conclusion of these two was that the repudiation of Stalinism and the qualification 
of Leninism might have an important effect internally in Russia. The Secretary 
of State was not prepared to say whether this was the case. At present he would 
prefer to judge Russia by her deeds, Soviet deeds had been the Czech arms deal 
with Egypt, arms for Afghanistan and abuse of Britain during Bulganin's and 
Khrushchev’s tour of India and Burma. Nothing, in his opinion, was more likely 
to cause war than the supply of arms to Egypt and Afghanistan. 

The Secretary of State went on to say that the Western Powers must increase 
their military defence. We must, however, also wage the cold war more offensively. 
He then defined the defensive and offensive measures which the West should take. 
In addition to military measures there should also be defence against subversion. 
Our alliances should be developed in that direction. The S.E.A.T.O. meeting had 
been particularly useful in this regard. He reserved for the next day. the question 
of defence against Soviet economic penetration. 

On the offensive side, the Secretary of State said that we ought to consider the 
Soviet weak points. To his mind the weakest points were the satellite countries, 
notably Poland and Czechoslovakia. We ought to make use in our propaganda of 
the Soviet objection to free elections. We should also challenge the Russians on the 
question of East-West contacts outside governmental control. 

The Secretary of State said that he thought that if we concentrated on the 
battle of ideas we should improve our position in the Middle East and South Asia, 

The Secretary of State then proceeded to a review of the different areas of the 
world. 


Far East 

At the Washington Talks, it had been plain that no change in the United States 
policy could be expected, at any rate this year. The view of Her Majesty's 
Government was that China's membership of the United Nations was desirable 
because it would open up the possibility of exploiting a rift between the Soviet 
Union and China, United States policy on the other hand tended to push the 
Soviet Union and China together. 

On the question of Formosa and the offshore islands, the British view was that 
it would be wiser for the Chinese Nationalists to re!ire to Formosa tm fortunately, 
they were unwilling to do so. This put the United States in an awkward situation. 
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if they were to give military support to the Chinese Nationalists, they would risk 
world war, If they were to withhold support, they would lose face. 

On South-East Asia, there had been complete agreement, 
the S.E.A.T.O, Conference 

The Secretary of State said that all the parties to the South-East Asia Treaty 
had come to Karachi in a mood of some pessimism. Australia and New Zealand, 
for instance, had evidently feared that Britain had lost interest in the area. 
Pakistan had had grave anxieties about Afghanistan and Kashmir, The success of 
the Conference had surprised everyone. There had been useful discussions on 
organisation, especially on military planning and measures to be taken to counter 
infiltration and subversion. 

! In* Baghdad Pact 

The Secretary of State said that M, Menderes had put his linger on the 
weaknesses of the Pact. Her Majesty’s Government for their part would continue 
to give the Pact thdr firm support. Both their interests and their prestige were 
involved. Neither Britain nor Turkey could afford to let the Pact fail. Both 
military stabilivv and economic development were important. Without military 
Stability, economic development was impossible. Without economic development, 
military effort could not be sustained. 

As regards publicity for the Pad, however, it would be necessary to decide 
from time to time whether to stress the military or the economic aspect. In the 
present state of the economic cold war, the Secretary of State felt that there was 
much to be said for concentrating on publicity about economic measures. If we 
could publicise the economic development which was going on in Iran, Iraq and 
Turkey, the Pact itself might become a magnet to other countries, 

The United States Attitude 

In the Washington communique, the United States Government had said that 
they would give the Pact “ solid support" Both the President and Mr, Dulles had 
said that that meant exactly what it said. But. although we had made plain to 
them our desire that they should join now. it was clear that United States 
membership could not at present be carried through the Congress, The Secretary 
of State had raised this question in Karachi with Mr. Dulles* to see if he could not 
change the decision on United States membership. Mr, Dulles had said that the 
decision could not be changed. But he had also said that he intended to take 
*■ vigorous action in the Middle East." A decision on the nature of this action 
must await his return to the United States. The Secretary of State observed that 
the Americans were disturbed by the Middle Eastern situation and that, when they 
were disturbed, they usually acted, 

Pakistan 

The Secretary of State had detected no weakening in Pakistan as regards the 
Pact. Recent developments in Afghanistan had moreover ensured public support 
for the Pact, though there was some apprehension lest non-members of the Pact 
might he receiving more favourable treatment from the Western Powers than 
members, 

Iraq 

The Secretary of State had found Nun well and in good heart. He thought that 
the leaders of Iraqi opinion were still in favour of the Pact, though there were 
subversive elements in the country, on which Egyptian propaganda and Saudi 
money were not failing to play, Tne Secretary of State had no immediate worry 
about Iraq, at any rate so tong as the King, the Crown Prince and Null could 
maintain their positions. 

I rati 

The Secretary of State had found the Shah and his Ministers proud that they 
had taken an independent decision to join the Pact. This was a factor in their 
continued support of the Pact. 
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Egypt 

The Secretary of State referred to his recent talks in Cairo with Colonel Nasser, 
Nasser had practically said that he accepted the concept of the Northern Tier. 
He did not object to the accession to the Pact of non-Arab States, He had said 
that, if the invitations to Arab States could be withdrawn, he would be prepared 
to Consider reviving the Arab Security Pad. There might then be at a later time 
some association between the two Pacts, with Iraqi membership as the common 
factor. The Secretary of State said that he considered that it would be impossible to 
withdraw the invitations to Arab States. That would be humiliating and 
tantamount to a public confession of no confidence in the Pact. The Shah had 
said that such action would be unthinkable. 

Colonel Nasser’s remarks on association between the Arab Security Pact and 
the Baghdad Pact had not been specific* and he would not in any case commit 
himsdl to stopping his efforts to try to get Iraq out of die Baghdad Pact, 

Meanwhile, Egyptian propaganda against Britain and her allies had in no 
way abated- h was difficult to know whether any progress could be made with 
Colonel Nasser, or whether one could believe what he said. 

The Secretary of State then reviewed the steps which he thought might be 
taken to strengthen the Baghdad Pact. 

(a) The United States Government had promised solid support. U way 
necessary to find out what this meant in terms of action, 

(h) Her Majesty's Government would continue to give all possible help. 

(d It was important to make it apparent that membership of the Pact carried 
with it concrete advantages. This presented considerable difficulties. In the case of 
Pakistan and India* for instance, if the non-Communist countries were to concentrate 
on helping Pakistan, what course would India he likely to take? The Soviet Union 
was only too ready to offer India economic assistance. The ease of Egypt and the 
High Dam was parallel. U the Russians were to build the dam, Egypt would 
become a Soviet satellite. The Secretary of State summed up his policy as follows. 
Members of the Pact should be accommodated in a First Class carriage Certain 
other countries might get a Second Class carriage. The rest would have to run 
after the train, 

(fri Strengthening the Or gat fiction of the Poet. -The Secretary of State had 
not been impressed with the organisation at present. He had spoken to the 
Secretary-General in Baghdad who had explained some of his difficulties. The 
Secretary of State intended on his return to the United Kingdom to recommend 
that the organisation should be strengthened at all its levels and that representatives 
of the necessary rank and authority should be appointed to the various special 
committees. The Secretary of State mentioned that the Minister of Defence would 
be leading die United Kingdom Delegation to the Tehran meeting of the Council, 
and he hoped it would be possible to send another Minister who would be 
concerned with the economic side. 

(e) France —The Sec ret a ry of Stale had spoken to M. Pineau in Karachi about 
the latter's speech to the Anglo-American Press Association. He had considered 
M. Pincau’s speech disgraceful It had amounted to a public denouncement of 
the policy of an ally at a particular!} difficult time. The Secretary of State had 
not failed to observe to M. Pineau that Her Majesty’s Government had always 
supported French policies in North Africa* e.g.. in the United Nations, even when 
they did not themselves approve of those policies, 

if 1 The A rah Israel Dispute.—It was decided to discuss this question in 
greater detail on the following day. The Secretary of State considered that the 
prospects of a settlement were more remote than hitherto. Tn this situation he 
thought that it was wisest to concentrate our efforts on keeping the peace. 


Iordan 

General GEubb’s dismissal had been a blow, h was noi so much the fact o! 
the dismissal which had rankled, bid [lie way in which the dismissal had taken 
place. General Glubb’s age was such that he would in am case have had to retire 
before long. Ikr Majesty’s Government had all along felt that it would be 
necessary eventually to accept Arab officers in command of units, together with a 
British military mission to Jordan. 
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In the Secretary of Slate's view. King Hussein s action had been taken on the 
advice of a group of young officers. Nuri had not considered that these officers 
were pro-Egyptian or pro-Saudi, though Saudi money was always at work in 
Jordan. 

I he Secretary of State did not consider that Jordan was lost. The object of 
British policy would be to keep the Arab Legion intact as an dfecthe force and to 

retain Jordan in the British orbit. 

Syria 

The Secretary of State said that the situation in Syria was one which could not 
be tolerated. Nuri had expressed ideas about this in Baghdad, which could be 
reserved for discussion in detail next day. 
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RK 1051/32 No. 6 

RECORD OF CONVERSATION ON MARCH 12. 1956, BETWEEN THE 
SECRETARY OF STATE AND THE TURKISH PRIME MINISTER 


Secretary of State 
Sir Junius Bowker 
Sir Harold Caeeia 
Mr. Hancock 
Mr, Stewart 


Balkan Pact 


Present: 

M. Menderes 
M. Kdpriilii 
M. Nuri Birgi 
M. Orgiiplu 
M. Esenbel 
M. Eralp 
M. Miras 


Yugoslavia 

The Secretory of Stare said that Her Majesty's Government shared the Turkish 
dislike of ihe neutralist tendencies of Yugoslavia. He disapproved of the way in 
which Yugoslavia was working with Egypt and India in support of neutralist 
tendencies. It should not be forgotten that the Yugoslavs are Communists. But, 
in the Secretary of Stale's view, it was encouraging that the Yugoslavs appeared 
to be determined to maintain their national independence, an effort in which I he y 
were likely to succeed. The best tactics with Yugoslavia were to press them as 
necessary on whatever points were at issue. For instance, wc should not fail to 
point out to them how wrong-headed is their attitude about the Bagdad Pact. 


Greece 

The Secretary of State said that it was a matter of dispute whether Her 
Majesty's Government or ihc Turkish Government had the worse relations with 
Greece. The Secretary of State recalled how some eighteen months ago he had 
spoken to M. Stefanopoulos in New York and warned him how Greek insistence 
oei the Cyprus issue was calculated to destroy friendship between Greece and 
Turkey. 

The main difficulty in our relations with Greece arose of course out of the 
Cyprus question. The Secretary of Stale had always doubted the possibility of 
coming to an agreement with Archbishop Makarios, Her Majesty's Government 
had played the hand slowly and carefully, being desirous to ensure the greatest 
possible"support from world public opinion, and especially in the United States. 
On the whole, the deportation of Makarios had been taken well It was now 
British policy to continue with the rigorous suppression of terrorism, while keeping 
the constitutional offer open. It was Her Majesty's Government's intention to see 
[hat the interests of the Turkish Cypriots were fully protected. 

There were many ways of doing this. The Secretary of Slate instanced the 
United States constitution. 

The Secretary of State expressed gratitude for M Mendtres's olVer of help on 
Cyprus. He had sent a message about this to the Prime Minister in London, 

Af. Menderes said that the help which lie had offered was not only in connexion 
with the forthcoming House of Commons Debate on Cyprus, but also on the general 
question of Cyprus in all its ramifications. M. Menderes hoped that he might be 
able to help in countering allegations that Britain was following a policy of 
colonialism in Cyprus, 

The Secretary of State asked M. Menderes if he could clarify what he had said 
ihe day before about the possibility of a rupture of diplomatic relations between 
Turkey and Greece. 

M. Menderes replied that the possibility of such a rupture was one which must, 
be borne in mind in present conditions. Anti-Turkish propaganda in Greece, the 
Salonika trial, &c., had exacerbated Turkish public opinion Martial law was still 
being enforced in Istanbul If it was removed, there might be a renewal of anti- 
Greek disturbances. 

The Secretary of Stare asked whether Yugoslavia had shown any desire to 
mediate between Turkey and Greece, 
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M. Afenderes replied thiit the Yugoslav Ambassador in Ankara bad suggested 
that Yugoslav good offices might be useful. A similar suggestion had been made 
to the Turkish Ambassador in Belgrade. It appeared that the Yugoslav idea did 
not go beyond urging moderation on both sides, and particularly on 1 urkey. But 
M. Menderes believed that the Yugoslavs were sincere in their desire to keep the 
Balkan Pact intact. 

In reply to an enquin from the Secretary of State, M. Menderes agreed that 
il would be useful for the Secretary of State to speak to the Yugoslav Ambassador 
in London, who he believed was nos without influence upon Marshal Tito. 

The Secretary of State agreed accordingly to see M. Vdehit upon his return to 
London. 

V/. Menderes concluded by saying that public opinion Lit Turkey was now so 
sensitive upon the Cyprus question that it had become an clement in 1 urkish 
domestic politics, in his view, much of the trouble with Greece was that, in spite 
of the struggle of Greece against Communism* some 30 per cent, of the population 
or more were still Communists, I’his* combined with the expansionist aspirations 
of the Church, had produced a very dangerous situation. 

The Secretary oj State then referred eq the summary of the present inter¬ 
national position both m Europe and the Middle East with which M. Mendergs 
had concluded his statement the day before. 

In regard to N.A.TXX the Secretary of State said that he thought that it was 
in good Shape militarily. Progress in the field of political unity hud been dower, 
U was understandable that the Turkish Government should be concerned with a 
situation where the Balkan Alliance appeared lo be disintegrating* the development 
of the Bagdad Pact temporarily halted, and Russia increasing her pressure on the 
surrounding countries, 

in regard to Yugoslavia the Secretary of State accepted the point made by 
M. Menderes to the effect that Yugoslavia did not wish to see N.A.T.O, become 
over-powerful He thought that her objective was to seek a balance between the 
Last and West, Nevertheless in view of the present Russian offensive. Yugoslavia 
might be prepared to put her weight rather more on the Western side. 
M. Menderes did not demur, but considered that the decision Lo rearm Germany 
had pushed the Yugoslavs further towards collaboration with the Russians. 

Reverting to the mtliurv vide of N.A.T.O. the Secretary of State said that he 
thought that I he position was generally satisfactory. In other fields the Secretary 
of State thought that O.E.E.C. was working wclk Euralom was now being 
examined in the C) EJE.C, context. I he Russian economic offensive ought also to 
he considered by the NATO. Powers. Certain of these Powers (notably Germany 
and Holland! hud important commercial and economic interests in the countries 
which were now being subjected to the Russian offensive. Her Majestys 
Government were thinking of proposing consideration of the problem of the 
Russian economic offensive at the next meeting of the N.A.T.O. i ouneil in May. 
The Secretary of State had already discussed this question with Dr. Erhard and the 
Italian Prime Minister, who had agreed that the question might well be brought 
before the NATO Council. He had also discussed the Russian offensive with 
(he United States and Canadian Governments. He would consult Sir Anthony 
Eden and if the latter were in agreement, ensure that Hie other member 
Governments of N.A.T.O. were given adequate notice. 

In regard to Italy VT Menderes said that when he visited Rome some eighteen 
months ago he hud been concerned to Imd the Indian Government anxious to sued 
the Russian advances* principally on account of public opinion in Italy, I be 
Secretary of State said that this might have been the case. At present,, however, be 
was convinced that the Italian Government was in good heart and well aware of 
the Russian danger. 

M Mendcres said that Turkey’s economic difficulties were well known, None 
the less he could assure (he Secretary of State that she would not be beguiled by 
these Russian manoeuvres. 

The Secretary of State then said that he thought that it was necessary to try 
and establish which countries were likely to be most sensitive to Russian 
penetration and which particular Russian offers were the most dangerous bor 
instance if the Russians were to build the telephone exchange in Amman it might 
be dangerous On the other hand if the Russians or the Poles were to bmld the 
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Hedjaz Railway they might find themselves in difficulties with (he local people and 
government, with consequent gain to the West, 

M. Mender** appeared to think that the best answer to the Russian economic 
or political penetration was io give the Bagdad Pact a new impetus. The influence 
of a strong and successful Bagdad Pact Organisation he argued would extend far 
beyond the limits of the countries participating. He cited the influence of N.A, F.O. 
and remarked that if the Lebanon and Jordan had acceded to the Pact a year ago, 
Syria would probably have followed suit. Even to-day, il ihe United States and 
one more A rah country would accede* Syria would probably come in. Turkey 
could not afford to have a lioslile Syria on her southern frontier 7Vie Secretary 
of State concluded this part of the discussion by suggesting: 

(a) that the question of Russian economic penetration might be reviewed m 
the next N.A.T.O. Council meeting ; 

till that the Economic Committee of the Bagdad Pact might also consider the 
problem ; though he held the view that the principal objective of the 
Economic Committee should be the improvement of economic and 
commercial relations between the member countries : 

fd members of the Bagdad Pact should consider ways and means of 
strengthening it, 

Arablsntei Dispute 

The Secret ary of State said that in his opinion the chances of a settlement were 
diminishing. Only a major change in the situation in the Middle East would create 
conditions where a settlement became possible. In these circumstances, our task 
was to keep the peace. To this end it might well be necessary to strengthen the 
Mixed Armistice Commission and other means at the disposal of the United 
Nations. 

M. Menderes said that it was necessary on the one hand to try to make the 
Arab countries understand ihat Israel had come to stay and on the other to make 
Israel understand that she was to renounce any ideas of further expansion. He 
believed that as long as the Arab countries were united on the question of Palestine, 
a settlement would"not be possible. It was clearly a major Egyptian objective to 
keep the problem of Israel alive and thus enable Egypt to maintain her position in 
(he Arab world. 

Further discussion on Egypt was deferred to the evening. 


i :■ 




525^1 


SECRET 









32 


SECRET 


RK 105J /33 No. 7 

RECORD OF THE CONVERSATION BETWEEN THE SECRETARY OF 
STATE AND THE PRESIDENT OF THE TURKISH REPUBLIC ON 
MARCH 12, 1956 

There were also present: 

The Minister of Foreign Affairs Sir lames Bowker 

The Turkish Ambassador in London Sir Harold Caccia 

M, Orhan Eralp 

Most of the conversation consisted of an account by the President of the 
present situation as he saw it, in the various countries of the Middle East, which 
he dealt with in turn. 

Jordun 

The President referred to his visit to Amman in November 1955 anJ said that 
his visit was in the nature of a deferred return visit to the visit paid to Turkey by 
King Abdullah. Before going he had let King Hussein know that he would wish 
to talk of Jordan's accession to the Bagdad Pact and confirmed that his visit 
would be welcome. He and the Acting Minister of Foreign Affairs had discussed 
the question with the King and the Jordan Government. They had pointed out 
that Jordan's choice lay between Egypt and the Bagdad Pact and urged the 
advantages of her choosing the latter. The King and the Prime Minister had 
expressed readiness to join the Pact and to discuss the question with the United 
Kingdom. As regards Genera! Glubb, the President sensed a certain feeling of 
resentment as regards General Glubb s position, but he had the Impression that 
on the whole the Jordanians were proud of the advantages which General Glubb s 
services had brought them. Though he had attached little importance to the fact 
that the shops in Amman had shut on hb arrival, the President had learnt during 
his visit of the existence of subversive activities in the country. 

The Lebanon 

The President said that President Chamoun was now almost the only person 
of importance in the Lebanon who was wholeheartedly in favour of association 
with the West. His position had become extremely difficult and he had recently 
made an appeal to Turkey for support. 

Syria 

The position of the Syrian Government was precarious; the Communists were 
working most actively and were supported by the Army. The situation was very 
bad. 

Iran 

During his visit last year to Tehran, the President had asked the Shah if he 
thought he could trust Russia. On getting a negative reply he had said that in 
that case the only possible choice for Iran was to associate herself with the Western 
Powers by joining the Bagdad Pact. Iran's subsequent accession to the Pact was 
the Shah s personal decision. In view Of recent developments public opinion in 
Iran was now beginning to question its wisdom, 

Iraq 

The position here was belter than in the other countries, but the political 
situation was not altogether stable and subversive elements were at work. 

The Secretary of Stale said that his view of the situation as regards the Bagdad 
Pact was not quite as gloomy as that of the President. The S.E.A. I O Council 
meeting which he had’attended at Karachi had been successful and reassuring. 
The Pakistani attitude to the Bagdad Pact was firm, and he had found no wavering 
on the part of Iraq or Iran during his visits to Bagdad and Tehran. He reaffirmed 
that tier Majesty's Government were determined to give the Bagdad Pact every 
possible support. 
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RK 10338/6 No. 4 

SOVIET-1 URKISH RELATIONS 

U) 

Sir William Hay ter to Mr. Selwyn Lloyd. (Received March 16 J 

(No. 286) Moscow, 

(Telegraphic) March I6 r 1956, 

Both Prttvda and izvestiyu to-day carry articles coin memorating the thirty- 
fifth anniversary of the signature of the Soviet-Turkish Treaty of Friendship of 

1921. 

2. The articles claim that this Treaty was largely valued by Turkish leaders 
before the Second World War and brought advantage to both countries in political, 
economic and cultural Holds, Unfortunately Turkey hud departed from the policy 
of Ataturk and Iiiqihj. The worsening in Soviet-Turkish relations which followed 
on Turkish adherence to N ATO and the Bagdad Pact only harmed both countries, 
especially Turkey, and public opinion us expressed in the "Back to Ataturk" 
movement is becoming aware of this and demanding normalisation of relations 
with the Soviet Union. 

3. The articles then recall recent Soviet measures and speeches designed to 
improve relations and seek to refute Turkish objections by the following 
arguments: — 

(a) h h said that Soviet-Turkish relations can only Improve as a result of an 
improvement in the international situation generally But the international 
situation can only improve if individual and especially neighbouring count lies 
improve their relations first. 

ih\ The Turks claim that an Improvement in relations would lead to Soviet 
interference In Turkish internal affairs, But Sov iet foreign policy is based on the 
Five Principles and these should form the basis of Soviet-Turkish relations 

Crl The Turks claim that as a member of NATO Turkey cannot unilaterally 
improve her relations with the Soviet Union. But membership of NATO has not 
prevented Norway and Denmark from seeking such an improvement, 

4. The articles conclude by staling that normalisation of Soviet-Turkish 
relations would benefit both sides, strengthen peace in the Near and Middle Fast 
and thus contribute to an easing of international tension 
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RK 10338/6 (2) 

Sir William Hay ter to Mr. $eiwyn Lloyd. t Received March 16) 

(No, 287) Moscow, 

(Telegraphic) March }6, 1956* 

My immediately preceding telegram: Soviet-Turkish Relations, 

Undeterred by repealed rebuffs, the Soviet Government is still holding out the 
olive branch to Turkey. Taken in conjunction with to-day's announcement that 
Mikoyan is to go to Pakistan in connexion with the celebrations of the proclamation 
of the Republic, ihc^e articles show that the Soviet Government is continuing its 
efforts to win over not only the uncommitted, but also the committed countries and 
in particular is losing no opportunity to weaken or disrupt the Bagdad Pact, 
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RK 1051/34 No. 9 

TURKISH SATISFACTION AT SECRETARY OF STATE’S VISIT 

TO ANKARA 


Sir lames Bow her to Mr, Sclwyn Lloyd. \ Received March 24) 

(No, 55. Confidential) Ankara, 

Sir* March 20. 1956. 

J ha^e the honour to send you herewith the programme of your visit to 
Ankara from the llth to the 13th of March as it actually occurred. Except for 
occasional uncertainties about the transport, the Turkish authorities dealt with the 
administrative side of the programme very competently and it docs not seriously 
differ from that which was planned. The oilier material documents concerning the 
visit, namely the records of ihe political conversations, the joint communique, the 
texts of your statement to the press on arrival yotir broadcast and your opening 
statement and the questions and answers at the press conference have all been sent 
separately, 

2. Reflection confirms my impression that the visit was extremely valuable, 
as indeed was to be expected. The timing turned out lo be especially appropriate. 
To the Turkish satisfaction at receiving at last m official visit from Her Majesty’s 
Principal Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs after the disappoint meat caused b\ 
the last minute cancellation of the projected visits by Sir Anthony Eden in 1953 
and 1955, was added the gratification of having direct discussions with you at a 
moment when so much was happening in the international field of direct'concern 
to Turkey, and more particularly when the recent tripartite talks til Washington 
on the Middle East hud given the Turks a feeling of being left out of a picture in 
which they should have a prominent place. The general account of international 
affairs with which the Prime Minister opened the talks, with its conclusion that 
the intc rn a t to u al i n s t ru me n l s of col 1 cet j v c seen ri t y N. A. J ,G,, B al kan A11 i a ncc and 
Bagdad Pact—had now become such that they seemed merely to increase Turkev T s 
sense of isolation, was an example of the shock tactics which M. Mendcres 
habitually likes to employ. Bus it was, E think, also a genuine expression of 
apprehension at recent setbacks to the groupings on Turkey’s flanks, and I am 
certain that the oppor tunity of discussing these problems with you, of hearing your 
own impressions formed in the course of your visits to other capitals in the area and 
of receiving direct from you assurances on certain aspects of British policy of 
cardinal importance to Turkey* has given (he Prime Minister and the Turkish 
Government as j whole a renewed sense of confidence and fortified their natural 
inclination to work in close concert with Her Majesty's Government on all matters 
of common interest, Satisfaction over your visit has been expressed not only by 
members of the Government and officials* but also by the newspapers, who were 
greatly pleased by your press conference, and by numbers of persons in various 
walks of life with whom the Embassy are in contact hi short, there is a general 
feeling that the reference in the joint communique issued after your talks, to an 
effective and lively friendship being something more than a formal document 
referred to in times of crisis* is a (rue commentary on the present relationship 
between turkey and Britain. 

3. Though incidental to the main purpose of (lie visit, (he signature of the 
Cultural Agreement has given great satisfaction to the British Council 
representative in Ankara, and 1 hope that it will have useful results. 

A. 1 should like, if I may* to express my thanks to you for consenting to carry 
through such an exacting programme here after the heavy claims that had already 
been made on you elsewhere, 

5. I am sending a copy of this despatch to the Political Officer* Middle East 
Forces. 

I have. Ac. 

JAMES BOWJCER. 
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Enclosure 

Summary of the Programme of the Secretary of State's Visit to Ankara 
from the / 1th to the I3ih March 


March // 

1245 hours 
1345 hours 
1530 hours 
1610 hours 
1630 hours 

1700 hours 

Arrival. Formal reception at the airport. 

Luncheon privately with the Ambassador. 

Received Commonwealth Heads of Missions, 

Signed the President’s book. 

Laid a wreath at ALatiirk s tomb. 

Political discussions with Turkish Prime Minister and Foreign 
Minister, 

2030 hours 

Reception given by Minister for Foreign Affairs, 

March 12 

1000 hours 
[245 hours 
1300 hours 
1600 hours 
1700 hours 
1750 hours 
1S00 hours 
2030 hours 
2230 hours 

Continuation of political discussions. 

Signature of Anglo-Tnrkish Cultural Agreement, 

Luncheon with Prime Minister. 

Toured Ankara and visited Hittile Museum. 

Received by President for tea. 

Spoke to Embassy staff. 

Press conference and recorded broadcast. 

Reception given by the Ambassador 

Continuation and conclusion of political discussions 

March 13 

tHXK) hours 

Departure for Tel Avtv, 
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RK 1052/4G No, 10 

RECORD OF A MEETING BETWEEN THE SECRETARY OF STATE 
AND MR. KOPRULU AT THE BRITISH EMBASSY, PARIS, 
MAY 3* 1956 

Present: 

Secretary of State Mr, Kbprulii 

Sir Harold Caecia Mr, Birgi 

Mr. Shuckburgh 

The Secretary of State began by saying that he thought that the Baghdad 
Pact meeting at Tehran had been very good and that the Pact would now stand 
on its own feet. Mr. K&prittii agreed. The pessimism of the previous months 
had now gone and, with American particip.ition in the Economic and Anti- 
Subversion Committees, he thought the work of the Pact would go steadily forward. 


Syria 

The Secretary of State gave Mr. Koprtilu an outline of the talks which had 
taken place with the Americans since he had last discussed the situation with 
Mr. Menderes, He said that these consultations were continuing and that the 
Iraqis had already taken steps, as a result of some urging from us, to try and extend 
their influence in the Syrian Press and with Syrian political leaders. Nevertheless, 
he thought that the situation was rapidly deteriorating and that it was necessary 
for us to keep up the enthusiasm of the Americans for doing something to remedy 
it. Mr. Koprutii entirely agreed. He said that he had spoken on the subject to 
Mr Dulles the same day and had found him worried but with no clear idea what 
should be done. He understood the United States was going to help (he Lebanon 
to the tune of %2 million. 


Egypt 

Mr. fCdprihu sab! that he thought Nasser had been shaken by the Baghdad 
Pact meeting and by United States support for the Pact. He was less sure of himself 
and was showing signs of nervousness and hastiness, notably in signing his recent 
“ ridiculous agreement " with the Saudis and Yemenis. Now there was a report 
that he was to visit England, Presumably he had invented this 

The Secretary of State confirmed that we had not invited, and did not intend 
to invite, Nasser to England. We wanted him to remain uncertain of our intentions. 
Mr JGiipriilU said that Nasser would always try to blackmail the West. He was 
our enemy and wc must break his influence and policy. Once ibis had been done, 
our whole position in the Arab world would be easier We would get more Arabs 
into the Pact and we should have a chance of solving the Palestine question. He 
had tried to explain to Mr, Dulles that Nasser was the main obstacle to a Palestine 
settlement since he had a vested interest in keeping it unsolved. 

The Secretary of State said that Mr, Dulles seemed still to think that Nasser 
was a brand which could be saved from the burning. He himself was convinced 
that this was not so: that he was an enemy and that we should be most cautious if 
he showed any signs of changing his tune. 


Saudi Arabia 

The Secretary of State gave Mr. KopriUii an account of our reccni Mission to 
Saudi Arabia and said that the Americans were very keen on improving our 
relations with Saudi Arabia, but they were not helping enough themselves. They 
seemed to be loo modest about their influence with the Saudis. Mr. Kopriitii 
agreed. Mr, Dulles had told him that he thought ihe British should make some 
concessions to Saudi Arabia He had not encouraged this. He entirely agreed 
with ihe Secretary of Slate that we could not give way on Buraimi without 
destroying ihe confidence of the other Rulers in our protection. 
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Iraq and Jordan 

The Secretary of Stare said tha! we were not happy about relations between 
the Iraq and Jordan Royal families. After some discussion of the personalities 
involved, it was agreed that the Turks would try to advise the Iraqis to be less 
formal and more understanding in their relations with Jordan, 

Soviet Policy 

The.Secretary of Stole gave Mr. Kbpriilu a brief outline of the results of the 
London talks. It was clear that the Russians greatly disliked the Baghdad Pact and 
were determined to do what they could to break it up. 

Mr. Koprutti said that Mr. Mtkoyan had recently told the Turks that the 
Soviets would like to have friendly relations with Turkey despite her membership 
of NATO and of the Baghdad Pact. He thought that this showed that they were 
prepared in practice to accept the existence of the Pact, The Secretary of State 
said that, at any rate, they now realised that the stability of Iraq and Iran, closely 
linked with Turkey, was a vital British interest, 

Anti-Subversion 

Mr. KopriHU said (hat tit ere was now- open propaganda war between Nasser 
and Turkey. The Turks would certainly give as good as they got. Meanwhile, the 
anti-subversion Committee of the Pact was proposing to meet in a month's time 
and would, be hoped, produce plans for co-operation in combating this sort of 
campaign. Bui the matter was more urgent than that, There should be common 
action at once to co-ordinate the lines of propaganda of the Allies in defence of 
their Middle East policy. 

77<re Secretary of State agreed and undertook to make arrangements for 
exchange of information with the Turks on basic publicity lines. 

Cyprus 

Mr K&priifii said that he had discussed this question with Mr. Dulles and 
would be seeing the Greek Foreign Minister, There was reason to believe that 
the Greeks might not raise l he quest ion in NATO, Jf they did, the Turks would 
be obliged to make a strong statement. Otherwise, they would themselves say 
nothing, 

ft was agreed that Mr. Birgi should inform Sir Harold Caccta of the results of 
Mr KopriiEii's talk with the Greek Foreign Minister so lhai tactics for the NATO 
meeting could be co-ordinated. 
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RK 1016/25 NO, It 

SOME OBSERVATIONS ON THE STRENGTH AND WEAKNESSES OF 
M. MENDERES* REGIME IN TURKEY 

Sir James Bowker to Mr. Sehvyn Lloyd. {Received June 23) 


fNo. 110. Confidential) Ankara, 

Sir, June I9 t 1956. 

it is some time since I addressed you on 
the internal political situation in Turkey, 
and I now- have the honour to submit some 
observations on the strength and weaknesses 
of M. Menderes regime as it appears with 
the National Assembly on the point of 
entering the summer recess. 

2. In some ways the Prime Minister's 
position is stronger now than might 
reasonably have been forecast at the 
beginning of the year, and he has 
certainly succeeded m recovering some 
ground since the crisis leading to the 
substantial Cabinet changes announced on 
December 10, 1955, though he has by no 
means regained ihe position of complete 
ascendancy which he enjoyed this time last 
year. The explanation for the improvement 
this year does not he in more favourable 
circumstances, for the economic situation 
■(which is what counts for the bulk of the 
electorate) is worse than ever, but rather in 
his own remarkable powers of coercion and 
persuasion, 

3, Following I he serious rebellion against 
his leadership the Prime Minister was far 
more vulnerable than he had ever been 
since he came to power; yet his critics 
largely failed to exploit their opportunity, 
The Opposition, despite gestures by the 
People's Republican Party and repeated 
hints of a readiness to unite, has remained 
divided. (They have doubled their 
combined strength in Deputies since the 
elections of 1954 bm still number in total 
only 80 compared with 450 Democrat 
Deputies.) If they hoped to gain anything 
by discrediting the Prime Minister for hLs 
share in the anti-Greek riots last 
September, they have failed: although 
Government complicity is now widely 
assumed. Ml. Menderes' reputation docs 
not appear significantly to have suffered in 
consequence, thanks to the general and 
increasing dislike of the Greeks. The 
tactics of the People's Republican Party, 
dictated largely by the irresponsible 
Secretary-General, M, Giilek* have been as 
sterile as ever. Neither they nor any other 


Opposition party has produced realistic 
economic proposals as an alternative to the 
present muddle. The Freedom Party, after 
a hopeful beginning, has made little 
progress, and has failed to attract more 
rebels from the Democrat Parly. Within 
the ruling party, the Democrat Parly 
Parliamentary Group. which after 
precipitating the crisis at the end of last 
year seemed determined and able to 
exercise some control over the Prime 
Minister, has failed to maintain a real grip. 
Moreover, M. Menderes has managed to 
hold together his team of subservient 
Ministers, with the exception of the 
financial expert Fahretlin Ula§, who 
resigned almost certainly because he 
resented interference in his department, and 
was replaced at the Ministry of Commerce 
by a safe Menderes man* Zeyyat 
Mandaltnct, with no apparent qualifications 
for this key job. Rumours of disagreement 
between the Prime Minister and the 
Foreign Minister recently became 
sufficiently strong to provoke an official 
denial* but few see Professor Kopriilii as a 
successor to M. Menderes or as likely to 
prove a serious embarrass men I to him. 

4. li M. Menderes has thus succeeded in 
holding his position Eind even improving it 
m recent months so far as internal politics 
are concerned, ihk is despite the fact that 
he has shown little disposition to mend his 
ways. He has shown no sign of tickling 
the economic crisis realistically nor of 
willingness to fulfil the pre-conditions of 
increased United Stales aid. Rather has 
he allowed the situation to drift from bad 
to worse, apparently refusing to abandon 
the hope that the Americans will save him 
from total disaster, and believing that his 
programme of capital expansion will be 
able to go forward again after a short 
breathing space to he obtained by the 
reduction of the annual payments due to 
the financial creditor countries. 

5 Neil her has he done anything 
substantial to implement the high-sounding 
promises of his new programme as 
announced at the beginning of the year to 
satisfy his critics in the Democrat Party 
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Parliamentary Group (cf. paragrttpli 5 o i 
my annual report, despatch No, 5 of the 
16th of January). No progress has been 
made on constitutional reform (the 
Assembly is promised a report by 1958) 
though it is thought that the President, 
understandably, would favour some limita¬ 
tion of the Prime Minister’s powers, and in 
any case M. Bayar can hardly fail to see the 
shortcomings of the present Constitution in 
this respect, 

ft. So far from giving additional security 
of tenure to the Judiciary, as was promised, 
the Prime Minister recently, amid a storm 
of criticism in intellectual circles, had 
sixteen judges retired before their lime, 
thereby causing grave doubts of the 
Government's intentions towards indepen¬ 
dent-minded judges. He followed this up, 
in spite of promises of a more liberal policy, 
with additional measures against the press 
which have caused much criticism in 
Ankara and Istanbul, and will no doubt be 
unfavourably noticed abroad Uhe details 
were given in my Chancery's letters of the 
6th and 8th of June). 11 is worth recalling 
that it was in defence of the press, and 
specifically over the right of proof in libel 
cases, that dissenting Deputies first broke 
away from the Democrat Party to form the 
Freedom Party. On the occasion of this 
new repressive action, a number of 
Democrat Party Deputies opposed the 
Prime Minister's policy and the leader of 
the Democrat Party Parliamentary Group 
resigned during discussions on the draft 
Bill; but the Prime Minister had his way, 
the Bill has become law, and the press seems 
to be in for a laugh time if the new powers 
are used and the Judiciary gives way to 
Government pressure, 

?. M Menderes’ motives for this new 
action against the press remain somewhat 
obscure, for he must have known how 
unpopular it would be at home and abroad* 
and there have been no fresh prosecutions 
recently under the former laws (which 
were severe enough to send journalists to 
gaol for insulting Ministers), It has been 
suggested that the Prime Minister may have 
wanted to ensure that the press do not 
profit by the expiry of Martial Law in 
Istanbul on the 7th of June; or that certain 
offending newspaper owners or owner- 
writers, as opposed to journalists, have 
hitherto escaped the net of the Minister of 
Justice, or even that it is in preparation for 
advancing the dale of the next general 
elections from 1958 to 19^7, when the 


Prime Minister may hope that, with the 
Opposition muzzled, he may still be able to 
get an overwhelming majority. It may be 
that he is preparing the ground for the 
acquittal of the Ministers m his former 
Administration (Zorlu, Polatkan, Yircali 
and S&rol) whose conduct has been under 
investigation. He may also wish to guard 
himself further from criticism during the 
summer season of speech-making up and 
down the country, and it is now a fact that 
the Democrat Party organ Zafer is 
practically the only paper which supports 
the Government through thick and thin; 
several influential independent commen¬ 
tators who normally took the Government's 
part on major issues last year have now 
turned definitely against the Prime Minister 
and some formerly Democrat Party papers 
also. There may be a number of 
contributory factors, of which the Prime 
Minister’s well-known and perhaps 
increasingly intolerant temperament is 
doubtless one; but the fact remains that in 
this new measure he has succeeded once 
again in pushing through an unpopular (and 
unnecessary) Bill by the sheer force of his 
own authority and oratory. 

8. It is of course true that the standard 
of journalism in Turkey is* with few 
exceptions, low and that freedom of 
expression is apt to be abused in the most 
irresponsible manner. Furthermore it is a 
tradition of the past, still latent in the minds 
of whatever Government may be in power, 
that any open attack on the Government is 
a sit-:i that the Government is weak. It is 
probably this atavistic sentiment, fortified 
by his particularly strong personal 
sensitivity to criticism, that is the main 
reason for M, Menderes’ present policy of 
repression* in pursuing w r hich he is 
unmoved by the thought that his methods 
have given to the issue an altogether 
unmerited importance, 

9. With the National Assembly soon in 
recess until the autumn, the Prime Minister 
will have a breathing space during which 
the Democrat Party Parliamentary Group 
will have little chance of exercising any 
restraining influence on him and (he storm 
over the amended press laws w r ilt have a 
chance to abate. 

10. There is no sign at the moment that 
M, Menderes intends to change his tactics 
in the near future* Rumours referred to 
above of general elections early next year 
seem to have little foundation al present, 
and the Assembly has recently voted against 
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holding by-elections for vacant seats. Nor 
does a likely successor to M. Menderes 
appear yet to emerge from his own or any 
other party. This, indeed,, is one of the 
most powerful factors in his favour, as many 
of his critics admit that there is no substitute 
for him at present. 

1 1 , There are, however, two factors, both 
of which lie outside the scope of this 
discussion on internal political affairs, 
which could significantly alter the position. 
One is the economic situation which scents 
likely to deteriorate further before there is 
any improvement, A statement ei few days 
ago by the Minister of Commerce, doubtless 
reflecting the Prime Minister’s views, was 
extremely depressing for those wdio would 
like to see Turkey’s finances placed on a 
sounder basis, for M. Mandalinei gave no 
indication of any realistic approach to the 
problem of ever-increasing indebtedness. 

12, The other factor is Cyprus, The riots 
of September last showed how high feelings 


can run here, and Greek tactics since then 
have further tried Turkish patience. While 
the People’s Republican Party Opposition 
at one time tried to make party capital out 
of tire Government's passive policy on 
Cyprus, ii is perhaps significant that 
ex-President Indnti, in his reference to 
foreign affairs in the winding-up speech al 
the recent People's Republican Party 
Congress, omitted any mention of Cyprus; 
I doubt whether his parly dare in the 
present mood of the people make further 
parly play of this problem. In any case the 
Government has begun to make its voice 
heard and at last to reply to Greek 
propaganda. Public feeling has in fact 
become so strong that it cannot be ignored, 
as M. Menderes will doubtless find if he is 
faced with the necessity of selling to public 
opinion an unpopular policy on this highly 
emotional issue. 

I have, &c. 

JAMES BOWKBR. 
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RK 10399/8 No. 12 

OFFICIAL VISIT TO TURKEY OF THE PRESIDENT OF PAKISTAN 
FROM THE lS\h TO I HE 29th JULY, 1956 

Sir James Bowker to Mr. Sehvyn Lloyd. {Received July 36) 

(No. 137, Confidential! Ankara, 

Sir, July 25> 1959. 

\ have the honour to inform you that* at the invitation of President Bayar, 
the President of Pakistan, General Iskender Mirza and the Begum Mirza have paid 
an official visit to Turkey, 1 lie President was accompanied by his personal staff, 
by the Minister of Finance, Siyed Amiad Ali and his wife, the Commander-In-Chief 
of the Pakistani Army, General Ayuo Khan, and the Foreign Secretary Sikander 
Ali Bate, with his wife. The President and his party arrived Lit Ankara on the 
15th of July, 

2. The formal part of the programme was on familiar lines. On the first 
day there was a ceremonial reception at the airport, during which ! and the other 
Commonwealth representatives were presented; a wreath was laid at the Mausoleum 
of Atatiirk; Heads of Missions were received by the President, and an official 
dinner was given by President Bayar. On the second day the President addressed 
the National Assembly (paragraph 5 below); he was given the freedom of the City 
of Ankara; and President Bayar gave an evening reception. On the third day 
there was a military parade at the Hippodrome, a luncheon by the President of the 
National Assembly, a visit to the War School, a polo game at which .the 
Counsellor at Her Majesty's Embassy, Mr. Michael Stewart, acted as referee, and 
a reception bv the Prime Minister. On the last day of the visit to Ankara, there 
was a luncheon by the Minister for Foreign Affairs, a reception by the Pakistani 
Ambassador and a dinner by General Mirza. The guests at the two dinners 
included the Commonwealth representatives and the Italian Ambassador as doyen 
of the Diplomatic Corps, 

3. The party left Ankara by special train soon utter midnight on the 
tKth of July for a programme of visits in the Istanbul urea, and some iree days 
for relaxation, with a final reception in Istanbul by President Bayar on the eve 
of the departure of the visitors by air on the 29th of July. Meanwhile* General Ayuh 
visited the Eastern Provinces. No members of the Opposition parties were invited 
w any of the Turkish receptions, but M. Indnii and other Opposition leaders 
attended the Pakistani reception on the 18th of July. 

4. The visit has been a popular one. There is perhaps greater sympathy and 
more real affinity between the two countries than between furkey and any other of 
her allies. Turks and Pakistanis admire each other's fighting qualities and are 
both Moslem countries adapting themselves to the modern world. In a message 
to the Pakistani nation through Pakistan Dawn on the eve of the visit. President 
Bavar remarked on its happy coincidence with the religious festival—the Kurban 
Bay ram—which began on the 19th of July, and it was notable that at the Turkish 
Prune Minister's reception on the ! Th of July the Director ol the Department ot 
Religious Affairs, complete with turban and robes, sat with the Presidential party 
for the arcaler part of the evening: a. fact which attracted comment from links 
as well as the diplomatic body Certainly the visit lias evoked a manifestation of 
popular enthusiasm which the rather phlegmatic Turks rarely accord to their 
official visitors, and the friendly and easy manner of President Mirza and the 
Be cum obviously delighted their hosts and gave to the receptions and dinners 
an air of happy informality which was absent during the visit of the more formally 
mannered Shah of Iran and Queen Soraya. 

5 General Mirza himself made a very good impression, and his address to 
the N itional Assembly in particular was received with exceptional warmth 
throughout In this address the President paid tribute to Atatiirk. as he did in 
other speeches and coupled his name with that of Mohammed Ali Jrnnah. On 
foreign affairs he condemned negative, passive or neutralist attitudes. In referring 
m the Baghdad Pact he emphasised the Moslem background to Pakistan’s interest 
in the Middle East and in South-East Asia, She yvas deerly concerned m the 

SECRET 


SECRET 


43 


11 Palestine question." She abhorred colonialism,” welcomed the Sudan. Tunisia 
and Morocco as independent and sovereign Stales, and hoped French statesmanship 
would rise to the occasion to solve the Algerian problem similarly. She also 
welcomed measures towards self-government in Malaya and Singapore (though in 
conversation with me. President Mirza expressed astonishment that Her Majesty's 
Government should be giving independence to "a town"). She believed in the 
settlement of disputes through United Nations machinery and was anxious for a 
settlement of the Kashmir question in this wav, she did not want Kashmir lor herself 
she merely wanted a free plebiscite. The President concluded with the reference 
to Pakistani support for the Turkish case on Cyprus, reported in my telegram 
No. 600, which yvas naturally received with enthusiasm here land emphasised by 
the Press at the expense of his other points). 

6. At the dinner offered by President Bayar on the first evening of the visit, 
formal speeches were exchanged. President Mirza referred to Turkey and Iran as 
the two fountain-heads of culture from which Pakistan had drawn freely and 
abundantly through a long course of history; he spoke of the debt owed by the 
three countries to the three contemporary leaders, Atatiirk, Shah Rcza Pahlevi 
and Mohammed Ali Jinnah and expressed Pakistan's resolute support for the 
Baghdad Pact, In his reply, full of specially friendly references to Pakistan, 
President Bayar spoke of those who took it on themselves to criticise those 
organisations of defence which in fact gave them the very security which enabled 
them to make iheir attacks with impunity. 

7. The Begum Mirza also played her part. Apart from the conventional 
visits to the Red Cross and hospitals, she addressed the Turkish Women's Union, 
taking as her theme the emancipation of women, and describing the progress made 
in both countries inspired as they were by similar ideals. 

8. Formal political conversations look place on the last day of the President s 
stay in Ankara and were continued on his arrival in Istanbul in order to be 
completed before the Turkish Prime Minister, accompanied by the Acting Foreign 
Minister and the Secretary-General, left for Kabul on the 24ih of July. 1 am 
reporting separately cm the scope of these conversations, as described to me by the 
Secretary-General. 

9. As reported in my letter f 1021 882 56) of the 18th of July to Sir John Ward* 
l took the opportunity of It conversation which I was able to have with i he President 
at the reception on the 16th of July, to speak of Cyprus and ask His Excellency 
if he might see his way to using his influence with the Turks to moderate iheir 
unhelpful opposition to Lord Raddiffc's mission. As reported in my telegram 
No, 605. President Mirza later asked me to convey a message to Her Majesty's 
Government saying that he had found the Turkish feelings on Cyprus much 
stronger than he had expected. It was obvious that he had been deeply impressed 
by what had been said to him on the subject. 

10. I am sending copies of this depatch to Her Majesty's Representatives 
at Karachi* Baghdad, Tehran* Athens, and Washington; ami to the Heads of the 
Political Office, Middle East Forces and the United Kingdom Delegation. New York. 

1 have, &c. t 

JAMES BOWKER, 
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JT 1941/23 No, 13 

KING IDRIS'S VISIT TO TURKEY 

Sir James Bowker to Mr, Sefwyn Lloyd. (Received August 17) 


(No. 148, Confidential) Istanbul, 

Sir- ,4ugm’f 15* 1956. 

I have the honour to report that His 
Majesty King Idris of Libya paid a Stale 
visit to Turkey from the 6th to the I 1th of 
August, The King was accompanied by a 
numerous stiite including the Prime Minister 
and Minister for Foreign Affairs, Mustafa 
ben Halim, and the head of the Royal 
Divan, Abdusdam El Busairi. He came 
lo Turkey from Tobruk in the yacht of the 
President of Turkey and is remaining in the 
country privately until the 23rd of August, 
during which lime he will probably visit 
Valova, Bursa and Izmir, The Prince 
Minister, however, left Turkey for Cairo 
on the 1 l lh of August in order to attend the 
meeting of the Arab League there. 

2. The visit has been principally a formal 
occasion intended to cement the friendship 
between the two countries. As such and 
because of the season of the year it took 
place entirely in Istanbul, following the 
precedent of the visit of the King of Jordan 
in 1954 (my despatch No, 172 of the 28th of 
August, 1954), The programme was tem- 
pered to the age and frailty of the visitor 
and was much less strenuous than is usual 
for official visits. Though the evenings and 
luncheons were tEtken up with official recep¬ 
tions and banquets, for which the faded 
splendour of the Ottoman Palaces and the 
shiny modernity of (he Hilton Hotel pro¬ 
vided effectively contrasting backgrounds, 
the only other formal item was a single 
military exercise iwith live ammunition). 
There was thus plenty of time for repose 
and sightseeing; the King visited the Old 
Palace of the Sultans and the more notable 
of lhe mosques and tombs of Istanbul and 
made his Friday prayers, like the President 
of Pakistan, at the Eyup Sultan mosque 
where Eyup, a friend and disciple of the 
prophet, is supposed to be buried, 

3* The King made one public speech 
during the visit at a luncheon given by the 
Turkish President on the 7ih of August. In 
reply to President Bayar, who spoke of the 
great satisfaction of Turkey when Libya 
obtained her independence, the King said 
that current events could have no effect on 
a friendship which was based on secular 


traditions and was manifest in the struggle 
which the two nations had undergone side 
by side from the Libyan War until the end 
of the Turkish War of Independence. The 
independence of Libya was a happy con¬ 
clusion of the victories of Ataturk, The 
two countries were resolved to maintain 
their friendship and to work with any others 
which would collaborate with them and 
respect the independence and the rights of 
other nations, 

4 , As a demonstration of friendship the 
Turkish press were disposed to welcome the 
visit Most papers marked the King’s 
arrival with appreciative articles pointing to 
the help given by the Turks (including the 
young Atatiirk) to the Libyans in the war 
of 19El and the part played by a Senussi 
sheikh and a relative of the present King 
in the Turkish War of Independence. They 
emphasised that Libya, in contrast to the 
other Arab countries, had always main¬ 
tained friendly sentiments towards Turkey. 
Politically, however* the visit has taken 
place under the shadow of the Suez Canal 
crisis and the political discussions were not 
so harmonious. 

5, The Libyan Prime Minister gave a 
press interview (published in l he Istanbul 
paper Camhuriyet on the I Oth of August) 
whose main points I have reported by 
telegram. He said that he considered the 
Egyptian decision to nationalise the Suez 
Canal justified, although he understood the 
anxiety felt about the freedom of traffic 
through the Canal, Colonel Nasser had 
announced that the freedom of traffic was 
guaranteed. On the position of Libya in 
relation k> the Bagdad Pact and the Arab 
lilac he said: Li Libya has the same respect 
for both blocs." The Bagdad Pact had 
been concluded for the defence of a 
geographical region and against possible 
aggression and was a local alliance. It was 
right that Libya should not lake sides with 
cither Bagdad Pact members* or the Arab 
Hoc. Algeria should have her indepen¬ 
dence and Libya wanted France to put an 
end to violence and recognise the rights of 
the Algerians, Replying to a question on 
Communism he said that the peace of the 
world would be threatened if one State tried 
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to impose Communism on others; inter¬ 
national Communism was an extremely 
dangerous political idea “ but ! must also 
stress that Libya considers imperialist efforts 
most dangerous." 

6, The Turkish Prime Minister took 
strong exception to Mustafa ben Halim's 
remarks about the Suez Canal which, as he 
pointed out* coming from an official guest 
of Turkey might well have been thought 
to retied something of the views of the 
Turkish Government. As I reported by 
telegram 1 also had an opportunity of 
speaking to the Libyan Ambassador about 
them and later to Mustafa ben Halim him¬ 
self. The latter subsequently issued what 
he claimed to be a " corrective statement." 
But when this statement appeared at merely 
said that only the remarks reported in the 
Cumfuiriyet. to which paper he had made 
his statement, were authentic and those in 
other papers were not. In fact, there was 
plenty in the Cumhuriyet to which lo take 
exception, and little in those unauthorised 
versions which I have seen that added 
materially to the Cumhuriyet report (para¬ 
graph 2 of my telegram No, 111 and the last 
two sentences of my telegram No, 122 were 
not taken from the Cumhuriyet). 

7. Political exchanges were virtually 
confined to one conversation between the 
Turkish and Libyan Prime Ministers, in 
my telegram No. 121 1 reported briefly the 
account which M. Mcnderes gave me of 
this conversation and my information on it 
is drawn entirely from him and from the 
Secretary-General, who was present. The 
Libyan Prime Minister based his remarks 
on the relations between Turkey and Egypt 
Lind the role which Libya, as the close friend 
of both parties, might play in improving 
them. He delivered a message from Colonel 
Nasser expressing the hope that the Turkish 
Government would support his stand over 
the Suez Canal* and described this as 
offering a unique opportunity of opening a 
new era in TurCo-Egyptian relations. This 
led M. Mcnderes to expound in the bluntest 
terms his views of Colonel Nasser and his 
policy. Colonel Nasser, he said, posed as 
a Icatlcr of the Arabs and the Muslims, but 
what were the true facts? For centuries 
Turkey had acted as a bulwark to Russian 
penetration into the Middle East, Colonel 
Nasser, however, had let the Russians in by 
die back door. By accepting Russian arms 
lie had morally allied himself with Russia, 
which was now using him as the arch agent 
provocateur for the area. His strength 


stemmed solely from such support as Russia 
com in ued to give him. Colonel Nasser 
had bitterly opposed the Bagdad Pact, 
a defence arrangement between neighbour¬ 
ing countries threatened by a common 
danger and comprising some of the most 
important Muslim States, When Turkey 
concluded an agreement with her neighbour 
Iraq* Colonel Nasser accused him of split¬ 
ting the Arab world. But Colonel Nasser 
had seen nothing incongruous in forming a 
Federation with Syria, a country widely 
separated from Eg\pt bm having several 
hundreds of miles of common frontier 
with Turkey, Moreover, Colonel Nasser 
supported Greek claims to Cyprus regard¬ 
less of the fate of the 100*000 Turkish 
Muslims in the island. 

8. M Birgi told me that the Turkish 
Government had no reason to doubt the 
genuineness of Mustafa ben Halim's desire 
to see an improvement in relations between 
Turkey and Egypt, Such a development 
would obviously be in the interests of Liby a. 
But if Mustafa ben Halim were obliged to 
make a choice between Turkey and Egypt 
there was little doubt where his choice 
Would lie. Egypt under Colonel Nasser 
seemed to exercise an almost mesmeric 
effect on him and M. Birgi went so far as to 
say that he noticed a strong simillarity 
between his attitude to Egypt and that of 
the Afghan Prime Minister to Russia: 
there was the same fear of offending the 
all-powerful neighbour and the same desire 
to justify a policy of good relations with 
her In the case of Mustafa ben Halim 
this attitude was no doubt reinforced by 
considerations of personal interest. 

9. M. Mcnderes told me he thought it 
possible that in the nearly six hours’ con¬ 
versation which he had had with Mustafa 
ben Halim the latter might retain at least 
u few vivid impressions of what he had said, 
on which Mustafa ben Hahm might draw 
on future occasions. He did not. however, 
believe that he had succeeded in substan¬ 
tially changing his attitude. A message 
which M. Mcnderes later received from 
Mustafa ben Halim from Cairo showed 
that even this expectation was unduly 
optimistic and that Mustafa ben Halim had, 
intentionally or unintentionally, misunder¬ 
stood much of what M, Mcnderes had told 
him and ignored the rest. I am reporting 
separately on this message and M. Men- 
dcrcs’s reply, in which, as he told me this 
morning, he had tried to put Mustafa ben 
Halim back on the rails. 
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HI M- Men de res told me that he himself 
had had an hour's conversation with King 
Idris, at the end of which the King had 
described it as having afforded him * + a real 
lesson/* But it was not felt that the elderly 
King was in the habit of imposing himself 
on his Prime Minister, who seemed regular!) 
running ahead of him and presenting him 
with accomplished facts. The King himscll 
had appeared uneasy about possible 
developments at home in his absence and at 
one lime had had to he dissuaded from 
cutting short his private visit by a week. 
M Mendercs told me to-day that President 
Bayar had subsequently had a conversation 
with the King at which he had repealed to 
him the substance of what M r Menders had 
said to Mustafa ben Halim about Colonel 
Nasser and his policy. President Bayar 
thought that the King had been impressed. 

11. M. Birgi told me that having expected 
little of the visit, the Turkish Government 
had not been disappointed. But there had 
not been any substantial results and in. view 
of the general situation and in order not to 
embarrass their guests, the Turkish Govern¬ 
ment had not even mentioned the proposed 
Turco-Libyan Treaty of Friendship. 

12. My own discussions with the Libyan 
Prime Minister and the Libyan Ambassador 
have also been reported separately by 
telegram. I was able U> deliver two 
messages from yourself to Mustafa ben 
Halim about the Sue/ Canal and your hopes 
for Libyan policy at the meeting of the Arab 
League in Cairo and also lo make forcefully 
a number of the points contained in your 
various guidance telegrams on (he subject. 
Your first message did not, l regret to say. 
prevent him from making his highly unsatis¬ 
factory press statement. He gave me an 


assurance that he would speak bluntly to 
Nasser, hut 1 do not have the impression 
that this will in fact amount to very much. 

13, King Idris is a minor though 
picturesque monarch, and it was not to be 
expected that the visit would attract Live 
same attention as those of the heads of 
i urkey's more important friends and allies. 
Nevertheless, on a minor scale and in spite 
of political differences, the visit may be 
considered in some respects a success, h 
had been several times postponed, ostensibly 
on account of the King's health, but largely, 
I imagine, because the Libyans did not wish 
to offend Egypt and the other Arab 
countries by so forma! a demonstration of 
friendship to Turkey, and credit is due to 
the Turks for persuading them to overcome 
their nervousness and to King Idris for 
deciding to come. Full honours were paid 
to the Royal party; the routine of official 
visits to Istanbul is now reasonably well 
organised, and the city was belkgged, and 
the mosques and principal buildings were 
ill unlimited. Though the visit did not make 
much impression on the public, they gave 
the King a friendly reception, and it is likely 
that he and his party well leave Turkey both 
with a better understanding of Turkish 
policy and with warmer sentiments born of 
acquaintance towards the country* 

14. I am sending copies of this despatch 
to Her Majesty's Representatives at Tripoli 
and Benghazi, Cairo, Bagdad, Beirut and 
the Political Officer with the Middle East 
Forces, 

I have. &e, 

JAMES BGWKER. 
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RK 1016/35 No. 14 

A REVIEW OF THE TURKISH POLITICAL SCENE 

Sir James Bowker to Mr. Sdwyn Lloyd, [Received September i 7i 


(No. 16$. Secret! Istanbul, 

Sir, September 12, 1956, 

Successive despatches front this post have 
drawn a picture of the state of Turkey so 
similar that they seem almost to repeat 
themselves. There is no need Lo record 
again the details of Government pressure 
on a divided Opposition, and of economic 
crisis impending but never quite arriving; 
but it may be worth wEtile trying to step 
back and to look at the picture as a whole. 
The landscape is not, l fear, very sunlit, 
for it shows Turkish politics dominated by 
one man- M, Ad nan Mendercs—and that 
man showing many ol' the characteristics of 
a dictator, 

2. M. Ad nan Mendercs has always been 
the dominant force in the Democrat Party; 
to an extent that from the beginning has 
aroused resentment, he has made sure of a 
commanding and indeed autocratic position 
in it. In consequence he has surrounded 
himself with yes-men and the quality of 
Government has suffered. Only persons 
considered reliable by the parly are chosen 
as parliamentary candidates. The result is 
that the general level of ability of the 
Democrat Deputies is notably mediocre. 
They are mainly small traders, landowners, 
lawyers and possibly some business men 
who, if not inarticulate, are incapable of 
independent thought and merely repeat the 
accepted party line Among some 450 
Deputies there are naturally a number of 
honest and able men but the Prime Minister 
takes care to ensure that they achieve no 
real prominence, They may enter his 
Cabinet but any disagreement with the 
Prime Minister means that they will sooner 
or later be forced to resign The resignation 
of the Minister of Finance, M. Nedim 
Ok men, is the latest example, It is the 
latest of so many that the Prime Minister 
seemingly finds difficulty in getting anybody 
lo take on this thankless job and has had to 
assume it himself. 

3. M. Menderess personal dynamism 
and determination have set Lhe country on 
a course of capital development from which 
nothine will deflect him. And in foreign 
affairs he is virtually his own Foreign 
Minister. Though in theory he has only 
held the post for a few months, in practice 


Sttice 1 have been in Turkey there has only 
been one active and effective Foreign 
Minister, M. Fatin Zoriu (from July to 
November 1955k and he. whatever his 
official position, is the one man on whose 
advice M. Mendercs has constantly seemed 
to rely in financial, economic and foreign 
matters. In small things also, as in big (for 
example in piercing the Byzantine walls of 
Istanbul to Set in a new road and in 
summoning the Assembly to a special 
session in midsummer largely to discuss a 
timeless forest law), M. Mendercs takes 
personal decisions to be obeyed 
unquestioningly. Factions within the party 
have arisen more than once but they have 
never produced a serious rival.. The crisis 
which M. Menderes had to face at the end 
of 1955 was a serious one. arising from 
widespread and deeply-felt dissatisfaction 
with his person and his policies. It was 
because there was no alternative that he 
was left to form another Cabinet and again 
to establish his authority. Promises of 
democratic and economic reforms have not 
been fulfilled. The policies, as well as the 
person remain, and with them the 
dissatisfaction. 

4. Nevertheless if l had to bet on the 
next elections I should bet on a third 
victory for the Democrat Party. I need not 
in this despatch attempt to assess the 
achievements of the Democrat Government 
nor the force of popular discontent with 
the Prime Minister or his party, for I do 
not think that this will translate itself into 
a majority of votes for the Opposition, The 
latter's ability lo campaign on terms which 
will give them a fair chance of success has 
been seriously affected by the various 
repressive measures which have been passed 
since 1954, and in particular those of the 
present summer limiting freedom of speech 
and freedom of assembly. Before 1958. 
when the elections arc due, they will 
probably be further crippled; indeed many 
people believe that M. Mendercs will use 
his parliamentary majority to have the 
elections postponed, his argument being 
that the nation will be able to reap the 
benefits of his industrial programme and 
then judge his party fairly only after 195$. 
But 1 consider that a more telling reason for 
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the Opposition's poor prospects is their own 
weakness* 

5. The Peoples Republican Party has a 
long and distinguished: tradition behind it 
but its leaders are mostly old men and the 
party itself gives the impression of heing old 
and without inspiration, M. Istuct Inonii 
is a spent force and there are even stories 
that he has agreed to the dissolution of the 
part) in favour of the other Opposition 
parties. The Secret ary-General* M, Kasim 
Gulek. is younger and extremely energetic; 
hut, in spite of being a very intelligent man. 
he is theatrical and often frivolous and it is 
difficult to imagine him as the leader of a 
successful election campaign. There are 
no others of consequence. Although the 
part> polled over 3 million votes out of 
8 million at the elections of 1954, and a few 
hundred thousand more would have a quite 
disproportionate effect on the number of 
seats it held in the Chamber, it is difficult to 
imagine it as a Government in power* 

6. If the People’s Republican Party is too 
old, the new Freedom Party is too young. 
Though it has distinguished figure-heads* 
its leaders arc mainly professors and 
intellectuals between 30 and 40 or even 
younger. They are intelligent and sincere 
and much more sympathetic personally 
than line Democrat leaders and Deputies, 
but they lack experience and also lack the 
demagogy of which the Democrat Party has 
too much. In spite of early progress the 
Freedom Party has not been very successful 
at establishing a really national organisation 
It has branches in most of the larger towns 
but has made little impression on the 
countryside and is very far from com¬ 
manding the voting strength that will make 
it an effective parliamentary force. It is 
in man) ways like the British Liberal Party 
of to-day. I t cannot fail lo command one’s 
personal sympathies, but that is not enough, 

7. The third Opposition party* the 
Republican National Party, thanks to its 
leader M. Osman Bolukba^l, has a certain 
popularity in some of the provinces; hoi is 
not a serious force. It contains few' men ot 
ability and no real inspiration. Finally 
none of the three parlies has any 
constructive programme. I heir slogan is 
" Opposition ” and they propose little more 
than to undo much of what the Democrat 
Party has done. None oLthem has anything 
in the nature of a shadow Cabinet, to which 
the country could took for future leadership, 
By 1958 they might form some kind of 
alliance to present a united Opposition 


front at the elections* if they are not 
prevented from doing so by partisan laws 
passed by the party in power, Bui even 
this may mean more self-sacrifice than 
Turkish political leaders are capable of, 
and even a united front of these three 
parlies* as far as one can see ahead, would 
have few chances of success against the 
Democrat Party juggernaut, 

8. The prospect ahead then is a 
continuation of the rule of the Democrat 
Party and of M. Menderes; and of course 
this has much to be said for it. In happier 
circumstances more of the same medicine 
w r ouki be alt that could be asked 
Unfortunately there is more than a shadow 
over all aspects of affairs. Though it is 
M. Menderes who has brought Lhe country 
into N A T O, as a reliable ally with the 
most stable Government in the region* his 
stock abroad suffered seriously from the 
riots of September last year* for which he 
must personally bear much of the 
responsibility, and the stability of his 
Government has been impaired by his 
handling of economic affairs and 
his repressive measures against the 
Opposition. Though M. Mendcres's 
programme of economic development has 
done very much for the standard of living 
of his people and the progress of the country 
towards a modern Stale* it is now leading 
Turkey into serious debt and no clear 
solution is yet in sight* Foreign help in 
adequate quantities is still hypothetical* and 
the National Safeguard Law which has 
been enacted this summer to limit profit 
margins is no real answer. Some immediate 
results in reducing the cost of living have 
been achieved only at the price of 
exhausting stocks of imported goods* when 
there IS no new money with which to 
replace them. Domestically also the small 
profit margins have discouraged whole¬ 
salers from placing ncw r orders with 
maniifactu rers, 

9. There is* however, a dear distinction 
to be drawn between M Mondercs's 
handling of internal and foreign affairs. 
If is foreign policy has been consistently 
helpful to the United Kingdom both from 
Turkish self-interest and 1 think from the 
conviction that the United Kingdom is a 
reliable friend. It appears sometimes to be 
rigid and to lake insufficient account of 
changing circumstances. M, M elide res has 
of course made some mistakes; his handling 
of Syria eighteen months ago was clumsy 
and he must lake his share of the 
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responsibility for the failure tit Jordan Iasi 
December, From Her Majesty's Govern¬ 
ment’s point of view, too, the Turkish 
Government have been unaccommodating 
over Cyprus* though a staunch supporter of 
Britain's position in the island. But he 
correctly analysed Colonel Nasser's 
character and ambitions when some others 
were prepared to think that it w r as possible 
to Come to satisfactory terms wiLh him; he 
has been proved right about the unreliability 
of Archbishop Makarios as a negotiator; 
lie has been entirely consistent in his 
support for (he Bagdad Pact and his 
reserved and cautious altitude towards the 
Russian peace offensive has been justified 
by the events of the last year. He does not 
of course have to deal with the pressures 
of articulate and often ill-informed public 
opinion which so greatly complicate the 
task of the leaders of the Western 
democracies; nor does he appear to have 
much understand mg of the fact that the 
Great Powers cannot move or express 
themselves with the freedom of some of the 
smaller Powers. But his analysis of the 
most important international developments 
during the last two years, and his prescrip¬ 
tion for dealing with them, have been right 
on a surprising number of occasions. And 
if Turkey has not the means or the 
resources to inline nee events on a world 
scale* under M. Mendcres's direction she 
has looked after her own interests well and 
played a useful if subsidiary part in 
promoting the general interests of the free 
world* 

10. It is difficult to draw dear 
conclusions from the elements of the 
situation described above, The present 
Turkish Government is undoubtedly a bad 
one. This is not for the fact that pow r er 
is concentrated in the hands of one man of 
dictatorial tendencies. The Turks respect 
strong leadership and being as yet unversed 
in the arts of parliamentary democracy are 
probably still in need of a steadying hand. 
It is bad because M. Menderes* though an 
extremely able man, seems increasingly to 
regard the suppression of opposition and 
criticism not so much as a means of 
carrying through a policy of internal 
development on lines carefully planned but 
more as an end in itself. Under his 
leadership the ideals of the Atatllrk 


revolution seem increasingly lo be giving 
place to opportunism. The field in which 
this is having the most serious effects is in 
economic affairs, where his inability to solve 
the present difficulties is the main cause 
of his suppressive policy towards the 
Opposition* and where the continuing lack 
of planning and co-ordination throws doubt 
on the longer-term success of the Govern¬ 
ment's ambitious programme of capital 
development. In the shorter term we must 
expect a constant repetition of the minor 
crises and shortages of the last two 
years and the same last-minute rescucs. 
Economically Turkey seems set on a course 
of living from hand to mouth. Onh in the 
field of foreign affairs is the picture 
brighter. Here M* Merwteres has a 
cons true live policy and is dear, precise* 
resolute and full of good sense. Here he 
has shown a leadership and a firmness of 
purpose which has already helped to 
produce valuable results and given 
considerable encouragement to other 
political leaders in the area. As far as our 
present troubles in the Middle East arc 
concerned we arc likely to continue u> 
gel firmer support from Turkey under 
M. Mcnderes’s leadership than under any 
other probable alternative. We can only 
hope that his value in this most important 
respect will not in time be lessened, or 
seriously threatened, by the effects of his 
shortcomings in dealing with his country's 
internal affairs* His popularity in the 
country has certainly greatly dropped* 
High prices and shortages combined with 
resentment against his repressive autocracy 
have already aroused one dangerous surge 
of discontent, even within the governing 
party, and may well produce another. In 
the present uncertainly of affairs in the 
Middle East, events outside Turkey might 
contribute, particularly if Turkish policy 
were to meet with notable failure, for 
example* over Cyprus. If a further crisis 
were to overthrow M* Me micros the result 
would be a vacuum; I cannot guess who 
would succeed him. 

11. I am sending copies of this despatch 
to the Political Officer with the Middle 
East Forces. 

I have* &c, 

JAMES BOWKER. 
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RK 1016/37 No. 15 

CORRUPTION IN TURKISH PUBLIC LIFE 

V/r Sfenwr m A/r, .SWmvj L/riyr/, (/ferrfv^ October /) 

(No. 164. Confidential) Ankara, 

Sir, September 25. 1956. 

Sir Michael Wright's despatch No. 1S2 of the 3rd of July transmitting the 
text of the Iraqi anti-corruption law has been read with interest in this Embassy 
and has stimulated some enquiry into the extent of corruption in official quarters 
in I urkc) on which ] have ihc honour to submit the following observations, 

2. With the rapid modernisation of Turkey, the tempo of which has markedly 
increased under M. Menderes Democrat Party regime, the question arises of the 
extent to which the old Ottoman ways have been changed, and of whether the 
corruption that remains is a significant flaw in the fabric of modern reformed 
Turkey. The extirpation of corruption, patronage and nepotism was not one of 
the main planks of Ataturk's reform programme. He was, however, swift to 
abolish those institutions such as tax-farming which were by their nature corrupt. 
And one of his motives for the transfer of the capital to Ankara was to remove 
Government servants from the enervating and demoralising atmosphere of Istanbul. 
But he did not initiate a general campaign against corruption, nor has the problem 
been tackled seriously by subsequent Turkish leaders, 

3. Since the reforms there has been ample reason for corruption by officials, 
who have always been poorly paid (Deputies are the only well-paid Government 
dependents and have now become an enviably privileged group among the other 
professional classes). A British subject who h now working in this Embassy and 
who has lived in Turkey forty years, tells me that in that time he has met only one 
minor official whom he considered genuinely incorruptible. The Stale industries, 
which have a large share in the economy must offer opportunities for irregularities. 
And in the last few years the scope has been considerably increased because of the 
shortage of foreign exchange, and consequently of imported equipment of all kinds, 
and the multiplicity of import regulations, price limits and other controls connected 
with the economic crisis. 

4. Il is difficult to measure the extent of the irregularities. Cases of 
corruption do not often hit the headlines, but from time to time Ministers have 
been targets for criticism—for example, the unpopular M. Miikerrem Sarol 
in December last year. At the beginning of the year there were parliamentary 
investigations into the conduct, while in office, of four members of the third 
Menderes Cabinet Though all four were eventually fully exonerated and restored 
to the favour of the Prime Minister, and no one will be very surprised to sec them 
returned to office, their exoneration—M SaroFs in particular -has been regarded 
with some scepticism and is credibly thought to be one of the principal reasons for 
Professor KdpruluN resignation from the post of Minister of Foreign Affairs in 
June this year, 

5. M. Menderes himself was reported from Izmir to have said on one occasion 
last year that corruption was prevalent in all countries, especially in the United 
Slater and the Middle Bast* He regretted its existence in Turkey hut it did not 
cause him serious concern. When he came to power he had been determined 
to stamp out these evils, but in ihe event he found it an impossible task 

6. The Opposition parlies have not included an anti-corruption drive in 
i her campaigning programmes, and one would not expect at any rate the People's 
Republican Party, if returned to power, to make a drive against corruption, The 
Freedom Party was, however, launched by comparatively high-minded intellectuals 
who probably have strong views on this subject though they have not taken any 
stand publicly. 

7. My impression is that, while widespread, corruption is not on a large scale, 
bm mostly consists of financial inducements readily offered and accepted as a 
normal feature of business in order to expedite a permit, clear goods through 
customs* ensure ihc gram of a licence or allocation of foreign exchange, secure a 
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contract, or merely to by-pass some of the interminable complications of Turkish 
bureaucracy. 

S. It is, for example, generally agreed amongst the commercial representatives 
of foreign missions in Ankara that in Government departments* and particularly in 
the Ministry of Economy and Commerce, where direct contact with business men 
is common, there is considerable corruption. Mere than one visiting business man 
from Istanbul has mentioned to members of the Commercial Department that such 
and such a deal Which he was trying to arrange at the Ministry " would cost a lot" 
It is naturally difficult to obtain precise evidence of such cases. Other minor 
matters concerning the police, customs or immigration officers and other petty 
officials can usually be facilitated by the offer of a modest douceur, T he re is known 
to be some abuse of foreign exchange controls by Ministers and senior officials 
{! was interested to see that the Turkish Minister of Labour drew £1,000 from the 
Ottoman Bank for one day s shopping while on his recent short visit to the United 
Kingdom), There are also irregularities in the distribution by special ” distribution 
bureaux M of scarce materials such as tyres, glass, tin plate. &c, Corruption also 
exists in the Judiciary, as indicated in the memorandum on justice in Turkey 
prepared by the former honorary legal adviser to the Embassy, copies of which 
were enclosed in Her Majesty's Ambassador's despatch No, 75 of the 12th of April, 
1955. 

9. Apart from monetary corruption, nepotism and patronage are both rife. 
They dominate and damage ihe Administration at all levels* and there will never be 
an efficient civil service until they are eradicated. (A new and much-needed law 
embracing the conditions* pay, benefits and standards of all public servants is now 
in draft and this may help to raise the level of public administration and even, since 
it lays stress on merit as a qualification, modify the patronage system: bus that 
remains to be seen.) 

10, All these imd practices seem to be accepted by the general public as part 
of their traditional way of life. They are a minor inconvenience to foreign 
residents in Turkey, and in such institutions as the English High Schools for Boy* 
and Girts in Istanbul, and are an extra '■ overhead " for foreign business enterprises 
working in Turkey, They are one of the features of modern Turkey which is 
definitely Middle Eastern rather than Western European; they may he expected 
from time to time to cause minor scandals, and charges of corruption will doubtless 
continue to be used for the discomfiture of unpopular Ministers; but corruption 
is not likely in the near future to become an emotional political issue as d has in 
other Middle Eastern countries; one does not expect to see a rent campaign to reduce 
it by the present Government nor is there any present sign of its becoming an issue 
in the next general election. 

11. I am sending copies of this despatch to Her Majesty's Representatives at 
Baghdad and Tehran* and to the Political Office with the Middle East Forces. 

I have. &c. 

MICHAEL STEWART, 
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RK 1105/36 No. 16 

THE TURKISH ECONOMIC SITUATION 

Mr. Siewart to Mr. Selwyn Lloyd. {Received October f9i 

(No. 189 E. Confidential! Ankara* 

Sir, October fS, f9$&. 

In his despatch No. 168 of the 12th of September, 1956* on the present situation 
in Turkey, Her Majesty s Ambassador referred to the state of economic crisis 
im pen ding, but ne ver quite arriv ing, 1 now ha ve lhe hotiou r to report ou the preset 1 1 
economic situation in more detail. 

2. As Sir James Bowker said in paragraph 8 of his despatch under reference, 
M. Menderes' Government has done much lo improve the standard of living* and to 
lead Turkey along the road of progress and modernity. Bin this has been achieved 
at the cost of serious inflation, with the accumulation of large foreign debts. The 
problems arising are dealt with ad hoc. with a certain cynical opportunism. The 
extensive and expensive programme of capital development is ill-co-ordinated, and 
influenced often by political considerations, I lowever* with or without foreign help, 
it seems clear that the Government, and especially M. Menderes* are determined to 
press ahead with inode raising and industrialising the country. With a perpetually 
unsatisfied need for more industrial equipment and industrial raw materials, a long 
period of recurring economic crises and shortages can be envisaged. 

3. Turkey will expect her friends* and indeed consider ii their duty, to see her 
through her difficulties. In this connexion* the [ inks will undoubtedly try to extract 
more foreign aid from the fact of their politic.il and strategic usefulness in the world 
to-day. Somehow, however, they manage to remain dignified albeit shameless 
debtors. M. Menderes, in s speech at Iskenderun on the 3rd of October* said that 
internal critics of the Government's heavy investment programme should turn to 
NATO and say: “Turkey is a formidable bastion upon which extraordinary 
responsibilities arc incumbent.... she deserves greater military and economic aid/* 
A recent article in a Turkish newspaper dealing with foreign debts argued that these 
debts should realty be regarded as investments in increased production! to other 
words, in the long run. the creditors are on a very good thing. In the long run, there 
ina; be some truth in it. 

4, Mean white, to turn from the future to the present, the situation is. 
undoubtedly bad, though in some respects a little better than a year ago. The foreign 
trade deficit has been reduced, mainly by restriction of imports, especially of 
consumer goods. The visible deficit at the end of August was IT.249'7 million, as 
compared with Ti .410 million at the end of August 1955. i Deficits for whole year: 
1955—£T.5l6 million; 1954—£T,41Q*6 million; 1953-—£T,382 -2.million,) However, 
export prospects, after two rather poor years, are again not encouraging* die cereals 
crops being particularly disappointing. Some subsidiary export crops, such as 
raisins and hazel nuts* are very good, hut are not enough to make up the deficiency; 
and the exporters in any case, are not satisfied with the price they receive and arc 
holding back. As regards wheat* Turkey has asked the United States for no less 
th.m 600*000 Lons. Turkish high prices still make exports difficult and there is 
constant pressure for the grant of special export premiums* 

5, In the internal market there is inflation* and a general shortage of imported 
goods, which is having its effect on local industries dependent upon imported raw 
materials. In the past year the Government have taken a series of measures in an 
attempt to restrain the inflation* Credit has been restricted* the Bunk rediscount 
rate being raised on the 6th of June from A\ per cent, to 6 per cent. Limitations 
have been put on new capital expenditure and the rale of new investment has slowed 
down. On paper the budget estimates provide for a balance, but there is no sign 
of serious retrenchment Amendments to the National Safeguard Law passed in 
June were designed to limit profit margins, under threat of sever® penalties. These 
measures have had &0me effect in bringing down prices* but the attempt to manage 
economic affairs by decree has had unfortunate results in other directions. Imported 
goods have disappeared, and many local manufacturers and middlemen arc in 
difficulties owing to heavy falls in demand against the expectation of prices falling 
lower. The arbitrary fixing of profit margins has in many cases needed subsequent 
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modification and revision. Factories in Istanbul and elsewhere* particularly textile 
mills, have been hard hit by decreased demand. In the past three months the number 
of unemployed has risen appreciably* although the authorities have tried to minimise 
it. Importing firms especially have suffered. Fhe local subsidiary of Imperial 
Chemical Industries in Istanbul, for example, which invested a few years ago in fine 
new warehouse and office premises* has had to cut down its personnel from over 
90 to under 40* and they have virtually no stocks to sell. 

6, The degree of inflation can be seen in the following figures relating to the 
Turkish note circulation: — 


Year 


£T. Mitlion 


January 1953 
January 1954 
January 1955 
January I95ft 
September 1956 


1*240 

1,414 

1426 

1.913 

2.225 


This great increase in spending power has not been matched by greater production. 
Turkey is still lamentably deficient in the manufacture of many basic consumer 
goods* Thft lack of imports has led to serious shortages in tyres, motor car spare 
parts and other essential goods* Coffee is very scarce: a recent consignment reaching 
Ankara was put on sale at £1.15-18 per kilo* ot nearly £2. However ihe effect of 
the National Safeguards Law since June lias been to hold prices more stable than 
for some time past, but with a lower level of activity in the market. It is generally 
accepted that many firms and individuals had been making excessive profits, and 
sonic check was necessary. Whether the Government can hold the position until 
goods become plentiful is questionable. Symptomatically, the black market rates 
for foreign currency, which fell quite sharply alter the passing of the National 
Safeguard Law in June* have again begun* to rise, (Black market rates for 
United States dollar:January 1956—rfJf*=U,$.$l. May* £T. 13-00; June* 
£7.11*80; July* £'0-60; September IT.9 90. N.B. official rates—US.$1 00= 
£T.2-80. £ sterling £T.7 + 84.I The Shell cost-of-living index (1939—300) was 
864-37 at the end of August, the comparable figures for August 1955 being 7 57-98 
and for January 1955, 672*44. 

7. This autumn, as in previous years, M, Menderes has been touring the 
country and making speeches extolling his Government's achievements. In the 
economic field they are in many ways impressive when viewed statistically* In the 
past few years there lias been a tremendous increase in road building, with some 
really first-class modern highways now built or under construction between some 
of the major towns. Admittedly, much of the highway construction has been 
financed by United States aid as part of a military programme. However, the 
construction of roads has been one of the most important factors in opening up the 
country and creating new trade and industrial opportunities. Electric power output 
is rising rapidly with the construction of a series of new thermal and hydro-electric 
power stations. Transmission lines are radiating across the country. New ports 
and wharves are being built, notably at Istanbul. Haydar-Pasa ton the Asian side 
of Ihe Bosphorus), Mensin*Samsun. Zonguldak and Iskcndenm. The KarahUk Steel 
Works (originally British-builtI are to be enlarged by Krupps lo bring steel 
production up to 400,00 tons* New airfields have been built, the fine new Ankara 
airfield at F.senboga being formally opened on May 31. 38 new cement factories are 
being built or have been completed, giving a production capacity by 195K of 
2 mitlion tons per annum compared with 380*000 tons produced in 1949. II new 
sugar refineries (for beet sugar) have been constructed, giving a production capacity 
01400*000-450,000 tons of refined sugar. Annual sugar consumption has been on 
the increase for several years and is now running around 325,000 tons* against total 
production in 1950 of only 100,000 tons. This year 20*000 tons of sugar are reported 
to be available for export. Large sums have been invested in new textile mills, whose 
production is now sufficient for the country's present needs. New rolling slock has 
been acquired for the railways, and the Turkish merchant marine has been increased 
during the past year by several new units, including a 21*3(XMon tanker* built in 
Japan. 

8* To supplement her resources, and lo reduce expenditure of foreign 
exchange on oil and oil products (currently estimated at U.S.S60-U.S.$70 million 
annually). Turkey is making great efforts to find oil. Full credit is due 
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to M Menderes for amending the Pel role um Law to allow foreign firms lo prospect, 
and for encouraging foreign capital 10 participate in Turkey's development. 
12 American and British firms have obtained oil concessions, and on October 2 
M. Me side res attended the first actual drilling of a foreign oil company* near 
Iskendemn. Whether oil wilt be found or not is uncertain, but at least Turkey has 
adopted a realistic Outlook, and realised she cannot find and develop potential oil 
deposits from her own resources 

9, The most pressing need, if Turkey's programme of development is to be 
maintained* is loreign help. Hitherto, she has obtained such help in two wavs—by 
direct financial and economic aid from the United States, and, indirectly, by 
stretching her credit to the utmost with her main European trading partners, 
Without United States economic aid which* under the International Cooperation 
Administration and its predecessors has totalled over U.S.S70Q million since 1947, 
Turkey could not have spent such a large portion of her resources on economic 
development, Is is particularly by relieving the burden of military expenditure on 
the budget that United States aid has been of such significant value. As a result of 
increased production, and better transportation and communication facilities, with 
an altogether higher level of economic activity* Turkish budgetary expenditure 
almost doubled from 1950 55. United States help is still continuing, and economic 
aid during the current year is likelv to be at about the same level as in 1955-56’ 
SI 30 million. 

10. I he indirect help Turkey has been receiving by exhausting the credit* and 
patience of her trading partners such as the United Kingdom* West Germany* 
France and Italy is considerable. Much capital equipment has been acquired* and 
not yet paid for, and capital projects financed and constructed by foreign firms aie 
in hand for averykipe total in foreign exchange. The International Monetary Fund 
delegation which visited Turkey in April estimated the country's total foreign debt 
at S 1*121 million; made up as follows: — 

Public debts 
Credit imports 
Commercial arrears ,. 

Debts to foreign banks 
Bilateral credits 


Total 




5 Million 
509 
257 
179 
151 
25 


U21 


About U.S.S150 million is due to E.P.U, countries in respect of commercial arrears, 
of this sum about $50 million being due to the United Kingdom and over 
S6G million to W est Germany.. These will have to be settled one day, but in the 
meantime a proportion of Turkey's foreign earnings is being devoted to settling these 
arrears. The danger is that new'commitments for essential supplies and equipment 
con t i n ue t o on 1st ri p the :ra t e of repay men t, So fa t th c Turk s h a v e sb ow n co nsid era ble 
adroitness in playing their creditors, hut there is little scope left for manoeuvre. Thus 
it is that in the past two years Turkey has turned to the Soviet Union and 
the satellites* who are prepared to trade on a strictly bilateral basis, supplying goods 
and purchasing Turkish produce at mutually fictitious prices. The value, of Turkey s 
trade with the USSR and the satellite countries in 1955 was 172-5 per cent, higher 
than in 1953, The disadvantages of this method of trading are gradually 
being realised h> the Turks, who have no wish to tie themselves up too closely with 
the Communist trade bloc. 

1J. There is no sign of any coordinated plan to deal with the present financial 
and economic problems, M. Menderes has committed himseir politically to 
bringing economic progress to his country Increasingly* he has centred authority 
in hts hands tthe post of Minister of Finance has been vacant since August 25 and 
he holds it ad interim), and imposes his decisions. He is reluctant to accept advice* 
or to slow down the tempo of modernisation. It will be recalled that in the summer 
of last year the Turks asked the Americans for ,i loan of U.3.S3Q0 million* but it was 
made dear to M. Menderes that no additional help would he forthcoming unless he 
definitely undertook to introduce certain measures of economy. Some steps have 
been taken* as described in paragraph 5 above, but they are more palliative than 
radical. In February Mr, Clarence Randall* President Eisenhower's economic 
adviser, visited Turkey to study the situation, at the point invitation of the Turkish 
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and American Governments* but he gave no encouragement as to the possibility of 
a substantial United States loan. In April a delegation of the International Monetary 
Fund arrived for Article XIV consultations* following which it was strongly 
rumoured that a system of multiple rates for imports and exports would be 
introduced, thus virtually devaluing the overpriced Turkish pound. Nothing 
happened, however* and with the fall of prices following the passing of amendments 
to the National Safeguard Law in June fsce paragraph 5 above) M Menderes seems 
to have been encouraged to believe that his difficulties would ease, the more so since 
the export season was beginning, In speeches made during September he boasted 
that Turkey had come through without a United States loan, u[though critics of the 
regime had said that without such help the Government was ruined. 

12. The recent deterioration in crop prospects, with the likelihood of lower 
export earnings, will probably revive the pressure for further foreign help, especially 
from the United States. It may also have prompted the recent decision to introduce 
a " tourist " rate of exchange, as announced in a decree dated October 8, This first 
significant breach in the wall of the Turkish currency is not openly admitted, the 
granting of a special rate i£T.5-25 lo the United States dollar against the black 
market rate of about £T.9*60) being disguised as part of the *' debiocage ” system. 
Officially the Government is still against formal devaluation. It is too early to assess 
the effect of this decree* but it cannot help substantially. All the indications are that 
1957 is going to be a very difficult year for Turkey, 

13, I am sending copies of this despatch to the Commercial Relations and 
Exports Department of the Board of Trade, the Treasury* and the Export Credits 
Guarantee Department, 

1 have* &e. 

MICHAEL STEWART. 
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RK 1016 42 No. 17 

PROGRESS OF THE TURKISH DEVELOPMENT PROGRAMME 


Mr. James Bouker to Mr. Selwyn Lloyd. [Received November 12) 


(No. 200. Confidential.} 
Sir. 


A rtkimi. 

November 6, 1956. 


! have the honour to inform you that on the 1st of November the President of 
turkey, M, Cekil Bajar. opened the Third Session of the Tenth Turkish Grand 
National Assembly. With this despatch [ am enclosing n summary(') of that portion 
of the President's speech devoted to domestic and economic affairs, in mv 
follow mg despatch li am sum in arising separately the President's remarks on foreign 
jiff airs. 


2, As in previous years the domestic part of the President's speech consisted 
almost entirely of a catalogue of the achievements of the Democrat Party 
Government since it came to power in 1950. Though they make it rather long 1 
am including in the enclosed summary the figures quoted by President Gayar to 
illustrate these achievements since they do give an indication of the economic and 
other progress of the Turkish nation since 1950, and may he useful for reference. 

3. I reported last year (in my despatch No. 225 of 7th of November) that 
the occasion is not an exciting one, and this year was no exception. The Prime 
Minister was absent through illness, as also were the Leader of the People's 
Republican Party M. ismet fnonu (he is said not to like standing up when the 
President enters the Chamber) and of the Freedom Party, M. Karaosmanoglu. In 
fact very few Opposition deputies from any of the three Parties were present, and 
as was to he expected seeing that he was speaking almost to a meeting of his own 
party this part of and indeed all the Presidents speech was well received. Many 
passages were applauded and the clapping was particularly loud and prolonged 
when the President said that United States military aid for’ 3955 56 amounted to 
200 million dollars. 


4. Impressive development is taking place in Turkey. Three salient points 
should be noted. First, the President stated categorically in his speech that with 
regard to foreign trade, there was no question of any devaluation of the Turkish 
currency. This, taken in conjunction with the admission of a relative failure of the 
cereal crops and the necessity to import cereals, means that Turkey's adverse 
balance or payments will continue and will probably aggravate. Second, Turkey is 
now rapidly completing the basic equipment returned for an accelerated develop¬ 
ment of industrialisation. Cement productive capacity is beiny vastly increased, 
electrical power developed, and communications, especially roads and ports, 
improved. The iron and steel output is being enlarged. Third, it must be realised 
that the increased output of goods, power and services is nearly all easily absorbed 
within Turkey itself. While it is hoped that foreign oil exploitation in Turkey will 
in a few years greatly help the Turkish economy, the fact is that there has been no 
significant increase in recent years in Turkey's export potential, which is necessary 
if more imports arc to be provided. New wauls and tastes have been created, and 
though the output of the oil refinery at Batman is now somewhat reducing imports 
of Turkey s requirements of petroleum products, on the whole the establishment 
of new industries in response to these desires has led to an increase in the standard 
of living, which in turn entails increasing demand for more raw materials, 
machinery, transport and communication facilities, much of which has to come 
from abroad. 

5. Thus, despite the great progress and achievements recorded in the 
President s speech, Turkey is still far from solving her difficulties. The average 
Turk is still very poor and there is a widespread shortage of consumer goods This 
is the point that is consistently ignored, not only in this speech, but in all the public 
statements of leaders of the Democrat Party. 

6. To turn to Lhe details of the President's speech, he began bv referring to 
the Law on the Protection of the National Economy, which, he stated, "has 
consolidated the commercial morality . This Law had undoubtedly had some effect 
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in temporarily stabilising prices, but already the effect is wearing of! and the 
Govern mem have been obliged to modify the provisions of the Law considerably 
in reply to the complaints of the business community. There are signs that a new 
cycle of price rises is about to begin. Furthermore the application of the Law has 
led to the creation of a burdensome administrative machinery, and, as is inevitable, 
led to new forms of evasion. The commercial morality is basically unchanged. 

7. In his remarks about development in the field of health and education, the 
President quoted figures of hospital beds in Turkey. The number of hospital beds 
in relation to the population is less than une-twenticth of that in the United 
Kingdom, which shows how far Turkey still has to go. In education, although 
illiteracy is still high, it is mainly so among the older people. The percentage of 
literacy is beginning to improve more rapidly. 

8. With regard to crops, the President admitted that after two years of 
insufficient harvests, Turkey has again suffered from drought and will he obliged to 
import cereals to meet lhe country's needs. Ii is unfortunate that the fact oi being, 
by purely fortuitous circumstances, the world's fourth largest exporter of wheat 
a"few years ago. has created the impression that Turkey is a wheat exporting 
country. In fact, wheat is normally both exported and imported. Given better 
communications, it is unlikely that" there would be any considerable exportable 
surpluses of wheat since there is ample scope for higher consumption within the 
country. This year there seems to have been an inexplicable failure to realise that 
the wheat crop would be short until the moment of harvesting had arrived. It is 
unlike!) that within Lhe next few years Turkey's wheat position will improve. 
There has been loo facile an exploitation of the soil and without more widespread 
use of Fertilisers no great increase can be expected, The policy of building large 
sugar beet refineries and encouraging the planting of sugar beet is also of 
questionable wisdom since much of the land is nol welt adapted to beet growing 
and could more usefully be put to other purposes. 

9. In the field of communications, there has been very real and substantial 
progress, as is shown by President Bayars figures. The length of all-weather roads 
has increased from 3 7.465 km. in 1950 to 33.09(1 km. in KJjfi, and asphalt-surfaced 
roads from 1,624 km, to 3,500 km. Ii must be remembered however that the road 
construction programme has been largely financed by American money Thu 
development in construction of new ports is also impressive and no doubt of value. 
The railway system, however, is still inadequate for the country's needs. 
Nevertheless taken as a whole, the improvement in communications in the Iasi few 
years has given a tremendous encouragement to the freer movement of goods, as 
well as an incentive to produce more. This, more than anything is helping to 
awaken the country, and to send blood coursing through its economic veins, as 
well ns to broaden slightly the narrow horizon of the agricultural population. 

10. The figures for the generation of electric power show that by 1958 
production will have increased more than five-fold since 1950, from 790 kWh. m 
1950 to 4,000 kWh. in 1958. The new thermal and hydro-electric power stations 
being built are linked with industrial centres and big cities by transmission lines 
and will undoubtedly give a big impulse to greater industrialisation. 

11. With regard to business activity the figures quoted by the President make 
no reference to the inflation in Turkey and give a slightl) misleading impression. 
The Increase in Bank credits to 046,370 million in 1956 compared with O’. 1,589 
million tn 1950 (an increase of 300 per cent.) is to a large extern a reflection of the 
inflation, though not entirely so, (The official cost of living index for Ankara 
shows a rise of 54 per cent, between 1950 and 1956 though the actual rise is greater 
than this it is not anything like 300 per cent.) The President also referred to the 
encouragement of foreign capital investment and to recent modifications in the Law 
governing this. Foreign investment in Turkey is si ill relatively limited and likely 
to remain so ns long as there are no adequate guarantees For the free transfer of 
profits, and freedom from governmental interference. 

12. In his remarks about foreign trade. President Bayar referred to the 
Government's efforts to " regularise " exports in order to increase the earnings of 
foreign exchange and to ensure belter means of meeting payments abroad. This 
glosses over Turkeys difficulties m increasing her exports adequately. There has 
been little improvement in the balance of payments during lhe present year : if 
anything the overall position is slightly worse, taking into account the poor harvest. 


SECRET 
















58 


SECRET 


Exports for tile first nine months of this year are running only fractionally higher 
than those for the same period in 1 9 d5 t and imports have been slightly reduced. 
But. if Turkey had to pay in foreign exchange for the 600,000 ions of wheat she 
hopes to get from the United States tinder the Agricultural Surpluses Aci, her 
position would indeed be serious, The categorical statement that the Turkish lira 
will not be devalued will be useful in dissipating the uncertainty which has prevailed 
around this question since a “ tourist lira ", at approximately twice ihe official rate 
of exchange, was introduced at the beginning of October. 

II With regard to basic capital development, the figures quoted by the 
President show very real progress. Cement in particular is one of the basic pillars 
of a country's development, and the increase from 375,000 tons in 1950 to a planned 
output of 3,500.000 tons in 195" is remarkable. The increase in iron and steel 
production i.s not so impressive, anil it must be remembered that this is a very high 
cost and at present rather inefficient industry. It is notable that the President gave 
no statistics about other industrial development, such as chemicals and machinery 
to which he referred in general terms. He did, however, slate that the Government 
were returning some enterprises to private hands. This is a welcome move, since 
the State-run concerns have on the whole been managed in an extravagant and 
uneconomic manner. 

14. The President finally referred Eo the increase in Stale Revenue which, he 
claimed, reflected the economic development of the country. This is only partially 
true, since it docs not take full account of inflationary factors in the situation. 
However, an increase in budgetary expenditure from ff.UOG millions in 1950 to 
£T,3,324 millions in 1956 does show statistically lhat this Government is far more 
active than its predecessor- 

15. As in previous years the speech contained very jiltje in the nature of a 
programme. In so far as the Government have a programme at all, il seems lo be 
to do as much as they can wiih money from wherever ihey can get it, and to hope 
for the best. From this ill-co-ordinated whole much positive advance can now be 
seen. There is a ferment discernible, which with more money and better direction 
from above, could lead to very rapid progress, 

I am sending copies of iha>, despatch to the Treasury, the Board of Trade and 
to the Political Office with Middle East Forces. 

I have &c., 

JAMES aOWKER, 
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RG 1081/2570 No, 18 

THE TURKISH REACTION TO HER MAJESTY’S GOVERNMENTS 

PROPOSALS FOR CYPRUS 


Sir James Bowker to Mr, Sclwyn Lloyd, {fteceixed December 3i\ 


(No. 234. Confidential) Ankara, 

Sir, December 28, [95ft, 

In my telegram No, 11491 communicated 
ihe text of the statement issued by the 
Turkish Government to the Anatolian 
Agency on ihe subject of Lord Radcliffe's 
icport on a Constilulion for Cyprus and the 
statement of polio made by Her Majesty's 
Principal Secretary of State for the Colonies 
in the House of Commons on the 19th of 
December. In formulating the statement the 
Turkish Prime Minister look pains to 
include the three points which Her Majesty's 
Government had expressed the hope to see 
incorporated in any Turkish commentary 
on the subject (your telegram No. 2429 k. 
The statement undoubtedly reflects M. 
Menderes's desire to fulfil his assurance 
given to Mr. Lennox-Boyd in Istanbul on 
the 16th of December that Turkey was 
anxious lo be positive and helpful over this 
issue and that, provided Her Majesty's 
Government could agree to make the refer¬ 
ence to partition in their statement of policy 
more positive, the proposals would have 
Turkey’s full acquiescence. 

2, ff the Turkish Government's imme¬ 
diate response to Her Majesty's Govern¬ 
ment's proposals has been satisfactory, il is 
undoubtedly due to the reference in Her 
Majesty's Governments statement of policy 
to partition as a possible ultimate solution 
of the Cyprus problem. By thus barring the 
road to Enosis, Her Majesty's Government 
have removed turkey's main objection to 
a Constitution as being likely to be 
exploited by the Greek Cypriots and the 
Greek Government as a means of achieving 
union of the Island with Greece. You will 
recall what scant enthusiasm M. Me tide res 
showed for the idea of a Constitution when 
you communicated to him Lord Radcliffe's 
report in Paris on the 13th of December, 
and the ardour with which he advocated 
partition as the only effective solution. It 
was noticeable, moreover, during Che expo¬ 


sition of Lord Radd!Lie's report and Her 
Majesty's Government's policy given by Mr. 
Lennox-Boyd to M, Mendcres in Istanbul, 
chat the latter's interest was effectively 
aroused only at the point where reference 
was made Lo the possibility of partition. 
The Turkish Government in fact regard the 
present proposals as in the nature of it bar¬ 
gain, whereby they have accepted the idea 
of a Constitution in return for Her Majesty’s 
Governments acceptance of the principle of 
partition. As M. Mendcres made plain dur¬ 
ing his conversation with Mr, Lennox-Boyd, 
the Turkish Government still regard a Con¬ 
stitution as impracticable and hope dial in 
what they regard as the likely event of the 
present proposals being finally rejected by 
Lite Greeks. Her Majesty's Government will 
drop the idea of a Constitution and replace 
it by the. concept of integral self-determina¬ 
tion to be applied when the international 
situation and strategic conditions allow. As 
regards the actual implementation of parti¬ 
tion. the Turkish Government’s ideas, 
though probably very dliferent from those 
of the Greeks, are, I think, still very vague 
and they lend to minimise the many obvious 
practical, economic and human objections 
to such a solution. Meanwhile, however, 
the Turkish Government show every sign 
of honouring the bargain. As I have 
already reported, they have entrusted a 
lawyer anti a former Minister with the task 
of preparing a report on Lord Radcliffe's 
proposals, and they have summoned ihe 
representatives of the Turkish Cypriot com¬ 
munity to Ankara to give them the neces¬ 
sary guidance. As I have also reported, 
there is reason to believe that the Turkish 
Government will welcome an opportunity 
of consultation with Lord RadclilTc himself, 
if that is considered appropriate, before 
reaching their final conclusions about the 
Constitution. Their acceptance of Her 
Majesty's Government’s proposals as a basis 
for a final settlement has no doubt been 
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encouraged by ihcir summary refection by 
the Greek Govenutfeut. While the Greek 
attitude seems 10 the Turks to constitute an 
effective obstacle to the introduction of a 
Constitution, it gives them a welcome 
opportunity of appearing before world 
opinion in a more favourable and accom¬ 
modating light, 

3. The altitude of the Turkish public to 
Lord RadcIHTe's proposals and Mr, Lennox- 
Boyd’s statement of policy have been 
determined by the altitude of the Turkish 
Government, Most newspaper editors 
waited for a lead before commenting and 
then, whatever thdr political party, followed 
the Government's line of general agreement 
with Her Majesty’s Government's policy. 
Turks, when questioned about the pro¬ 
posals, concede that they Jo in theory go 
far to protect the Turkish minority, Bui 
they display their habitual lack of confidence 
in the ability of the Cypriot Turk and there 
is a genera] feeling that the Greek Cypriots, 
who have already an overwhelming major¬ 
ity si! the Assembly, will get things their 


own way, in spite of all constitutional safe¬ 
guards, Nevertheless* because Her Majesty's 
Government have reaffirmed British sover¬ 
eignty over Cyprus, at any rate for the 
near future, Turkish opinion is relieved to 
had that the island will remain in friendly 
hands. And the violent Greek reaction has 
persuaded opinion here that Turkish inter¬ 
ests have not been sacrificed, though Turks 
are not confident that these +h spoilt children 
of the Riiiish ’ will not eventually obtain 
further concessions. Finally the mention of 
partition as one of the eventual possible 
options has probably convinced Turkish 
opinion that even if the Greek Cypriots 
manage to manipulate a Constitution on the 
RadclifTc model into Enosis, the Turkish 
minority is still not lost. 

4, I am sending copies of this despatch 
to the Governor of Cyprus, Her Majesty's 
Representatives at Athens and Washington 
and to the Heads of the United Kingdom 
Delegations at New York and Paris. 

1 have* $e, 

JAMES B0WKER. 
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BIOGRAPHICAL NOTES 

RK 1901/35 No. 19 

TURKEY: HEADS OF FOREIGN MISSIONS 

Sir James Bowker tn Mr. Sehvyn Uoyd. {Received September fO) 


(No, 166. Confidential) Istanbul, 

Sir, September L 19$&> 

I have I he honour to send you herewith 
my report on Heads of Foreign Missions at 
Ankara. 

I have, &c. 

JAMES BOWKER. 


Enclosure 

(puswiges marked with an asterisk arc reproduced 
from previous reports.) 

Afjghanisijui 

General A&adolkh Khan Seraj; Ambassador 
(2nd of January, 1951). 

Horn in mi. As&idollah Khan is y brother ot 
King Amamillah and a cousin of the present Kni£ cut 
Afghanistan, In MD7 lie represented the King at 
the Coronation in London, became Inspector- 
General of ihe Afghan Army in 1939 and the Chief 
of the General Staff in 1946. From ! a 4W until his 
mission io Turkey he was Minister of ihe Interior 
and Deputy Rrime Minister, He is now accredited 
also to Hdgiade. where he presented his credentials 
in March I9M. 

He was educated at a French school in Kabul and 
speaks fluent French and some English, He seenis 
well enough disposed towards Britain Though 
regarded Ky the Ministry of Foreign Affairs as rather 
a joke, he has shown eagerness to promote cm 
undersiarjdirtfi between Ins country and Pakistan and 
Ire personally supported with the Turkish Prime 
Minister the idea of Turkey's good offices beinji 
used towards a high level meeting. He has a good 
social manner and plays tennis and bridge. Kit is 
something of a bore. His wife, who is also a 
mem her of the Afghan Royal Family, speaks rto 
Western language. Of their six children two of the 
daughters, who art studying al ihe Ankara Un ■ 
versity. arc with them., 

Argentina 

M. Lcgtiizirncm loft Turkey in June 1956 
and (lie Hmbnssv has since been in the charge of 
Ihe Counsellor o r the Argentine Embassy in Paris. 
M. Luis F, CYf-lelk who has been' seconded 
to Ankara uniil the appoinUneni of a ieu 
Aofrassador 

Austria 

M Erich Biclka Karltretr; Minister f6th of March. 
1952), 

■Horn about 1904. M Karllreu is a product of 
ihe old Austrian Consular College and is also 
accredited to Tehran and Kabul. He spent the war 
as an ernfare in Switzerland and in 1945 reconstituted 
the Austrian Mission ut Berne. Later he served on 
the O.E.E-C. Delegation at Cairo and afterwards as 


Assistant to the Secretary‘General in the Austrian 
Ministry for Foreign Affairs. 

*He is art agreeable bachelor, speaking French and 
English. He is very well disposed, entertains well, 
and is generally popular. (Written in 1955.) 

Belgium 

M Gerard Walraverts: Minister (I3lh of April, 
1955),, Ambassador (14th of September. 1955). 

Horn in 1909, Before his appointment to Ankara 
as Minister IE he post was then a Legation) in April 
1955. he was Head of the N.A.T.Q. Department of 
the Belgian Ministry of Foreign Affairs He curlier 
served twice ai the Help tan Embassy in London, on 
ibc first occasion under Baron Cartier de Marehicnnc 
and later as Counsellor from 1945 to f95G. I 
understand that he was considered for the post of 
Seer clary'General of Western European Union, but 
wus appointed to Ankara instead, somewhat l think 
to fus disappointment, which was perhaps assuaged 
when fhe post was raised to an embassy, 

M. Walravcns sfica.k*- fluent English. German and 
Spanish. Intelligent, cynical and indiscreet, he is 
something of an enfant terrible with the adolescent 
quality of liking to show off and to air his already 
remarkable knowledge of Turkish which in moments 
of confidence he admits to have acquired in the 
manner habitually recommended to bachelors. He 
is outspokenly Anglophil, His wife, a Chilean, is 
pleasant but not very exerting and spends her spare 
time playing cards. They entertain well. They 
have 4 son and daughter, "both of teen-age. 

Brazil 

M. Ncmesio Dutri; Minister (1st of June. 19561 

Born in ($94 und educated at (lie Law Faculty at 
Rio dc Janeiro, He is a career member of the 
Bra ml ]:m Foreign Service and before Iris, present 
appointment was Ambassador at Haiti. 

Cadaverous and distinguished in appearance and 
correct and friendly in manner, he leads .t quiet and, 
I should think, not a very busy life. His wife is 
good looking but rather aloof and seems in no hurry 
io pas her formal visits on the wives of her husband's 
colleagues. 

Bulgaria 

M. Bogdnnov and hts successor, M. Tarakanov, 
have both left and the legation has been in the 
charge of M. Togo Ivanov Koyunidiicv. Counsellor, 
since June E956. 

Chile 

Dr Samuel Avendano Sepulveda; Minister i'dh of 
April, 1953) 

*8om about 1893, This is Dr, Avcndano's first 
diplomatic appointment. Previously he had prac¬ 
tised medicine at Valparaiso, where he was president 
of the Agrarian Labour Party, He h accredited also 
to Israel. 

*Dr, Avendano turns up regularly at official 
functions, but otherwise lives a somewhat retired life 
with his family. He talks indifferent English and 
Iris wife little but Spanish. Both arc agreeable and 
friendly. They have children, or whom the two 
youngest are with them hem. (Written in 1955.) 
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CUaa 

Dr, Li Ti-tsun; Ambassador (16th of June, 1943). 

*Dr. Li Ti-isun. whose previous post was Havana, 
is the senior foreign diploma tie representative in 
Turkey. In I he vase of ilmse missions which do noi 
recognise the Nation atis< Government his contacts 
ire conducted through the Italian Ambassador, the 
next senior, 1 Written in 1955.) 

After Il vtcivr in .l sm.iil *, iLI.i .suite 19S0, (he Li 
T 1 -t.sLins recently returned to the former Chinese 
Embassy. Both are intelligent and well liked, speak 
good English and are seen much in Ankara society. 
Mnve. Li has lea nil Turkish. I exchanged informed 
culls with Dr, Li after my arrival and our relations 
have remained unofficial (hough friendly. He is 
somewhat touchy about his position and 1 had io 
resist on my arrival an attempt on his part to include 
me among hi* official flock. He has recently 
recovered from a serious intestinal illness. 


Cuba 

M. Luis F. tie Almigro; Minister ( 25 lh of 
February, 1953 k 

*M. Alnmgro resides in Cairo And has. a number 
of other posts. He left Ankara immediately after 
presenting his credentials and without paying calls. 
(Written in 1953 A 

*M Alin aero has not been to Ankara since I 
arrived, The Protocol Department of the Turkish 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs confirmed privately in 
I9$5 that there had been some scandal about him. 
thought to be connected with smuggling goods out of 
Egypt, but that ” as fur as they knew " he was still 
accredited here. (Written in 1955,1 i have heard 
nothing of him sinoe. 

Cutkcknkia 

M Jarosla v Kvucck; Minister i19lh of October. 
1955). 

Bom about 1906. Is a lawyer by profession and 
before the war was legal adviser to the boot- 
uianufacturing Arm of Bata. His first diplomatic 
appointment was as Consul-General at Djakarta, 
after winch he returned to Prague .is Head of the 
Middle Fast Section of the Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs. Ankara is his first direct contact with the 
Middle East. 

TalL square-headed md rather solemn, he talks a 
little French and English and, 1 should expect, better 
German. His wile has gone out of her way to be 
friendly, 

Dm mark 

M. Hugo Her gel; M mister (13th of December. 
|954i. Ambassador (7th of May. 1956), 

* Born about tifofi, M Herpel is accredited also 
to Cireeoe and Israel. He is a career diplomatist and 
before coming to Ankara was for four years Danish 
Minister in Moscow, previous to which he was for 
three years Minister at Bucharest, accredited also lo 
Sofia and Belgrade. He earlier served for several 
years in Japan. He has no previous experience of 
the Middle Fast. 

P M. Hcrget is distinguished-looking. correct and 
friendly, though not particularly interesting- He 
speaks English and French His wife is Canadian 
and speaks French. I understand they suffer from 
4 domestic tragedy as their daughter is in a mental 
asylum in England. (Written in 1955,) 

Egypl 

The new Ambassador, M. Hun in Chalch 
Roudidy. has not yet taken up his post and the 
embassy has been in the charge of M, Osman Aly 
As.il. First Secretary, since January. 1956. 


Fiu land 

\L Bruno Rafael KtiikOSlci: Minister ((till of April, 
1954). 

♦Born m 1K92 of a Swedish-speaking family whose 
name was changed in 1906 by translation into its 
present Finnish form. After studying in England 
and France. M- Knikoski served an Washington and 
the Netherlands, From 1935 to 1939 he was in the 
Finnish Ministry of Foreign Affairs and liitcr became 
Finnish Minister in Warsaw (1939) and Bucharest 
11939 io 1941), Before his appointment to Ankara 
lie had served continuously for twelve years as 
Chef de Cabinet to the President of Finland, of 
whom he is an old friend 1 understand that, 
anxious for a change, he had to ask insistently for 
an appointment abroad, 

■M, Kivikoski talks quale good English and he is 
stolid and friendly. He is a bachelor. He is 
accredited also io Beirut. Damascus. Teheran and 
Karachi, (Written in 1955.} 

France 

M Jean Fan] Gamier: Ambassador N4th of 
November. 1955). 

Born in 1904, M, Gamier served before the war 
at Warsaw* Rome and the Quai d'Orsay. He offered 
his resignation from the Service in [942. but this 
was refused. He played an active part in the 
Resistance am! returned to the Quai d'Orsay in 
1944. Later he served in Berne and Prague, us 
Assistant Secretary -General at the Baris Conference 
of 1946 and cm the I nspectoratc-General of the Quai 
d'Orsay, He became Head of Personnel in 1947, 
and in l94Ss a member of the Preparatory Con)' 
mission of the United Nation* General Assembly. 
Before coming to Ankara be was Ambassador at The 
Hague. 

Poujadist in appearance, M, Garnicr is u mine of 
detailed information and a tireless talker. He is 
intelligent and very active but is inclined to use 
somewhat shock tactic* to obtain information and 
I would not have complete con I i deuce that he always 
passes it on exactly as given. He shows a rather 
tiring anxiety lo parade his merit* and to shine in 
society. He married only in J955, His wife, who 
E believe was formerly married to a rich industrialist, 
>s a particularly agreeable woman and dresses 
elegantly. Both are extremely friendly, 

Germany 

The new Ambassador, M. FriU Oellers. ha* not 
vet arrived, and since February l9?n the embassy 
has been in the charge of the Counsellor, M- Siegfried 
von N'ostiiz, 

Greece 

M, Jean D. Kalert;is: Ambassador (14th or 
January. 1954), 

•Born about 1902, Before (lot appointment to 
Ankara M, Kalcrgis was Counscllor-Ministcr in 
Washington from 1949. 

M. Kalcrgjs was pul in an embarrassing posit inn 
shortly after his arrival in Ankara by being kept 
uninformed by the Turkish Government of the 
decision to convert the Balkan Pact into an .alliance, 
taken during Marshal Tito's visit to Ankara in 
March 1954. After an initial manifestation of his 
discomfiture in the presence of press representatives 
he bore himself with calm and dignity. Over (he 
Cyprus issue his activities have been restricted 
mostly to carrying out. somewhat apologetically, 
such instructions as he receives from his Government, 
This issue has not affected our personal relations. 
He is not a striking personality, nor has he (he 
reputation w-ath the Turkish Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs of being particularly bright. He is a bachelor 
and speaks good English* and like most Greeks, is 
a crack bridge player. 
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Lungin 

M. Js-tvau Mural; Minister (31 m of January. I955J- 

M Murai has been away from Ankara a good deal 
since he arrived and 1 have seen practically nothing 
of him. I understand he is no^ to be replaced. 

Into 

M. Ali Mansour. C.B.E.: Ambassador <9th of 
November, 1953). 

Also accredited to Greece. 

'Born about ISftS, Began his career in the 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs anti rose to be Under¬ 
secretary in 193 9. Appointed Under-Secretary at the 
Ministry of the Interior in 19 JO. Appointed 
Governor-General of Azerbaijan in April 1927, and 
held that post until January 1931, when he was. made 
Minister of the Interior. Transferred io the post 
of Minister of Roads and Comm uni cations in 
January 1933, Arrested in January 1936 on charges 
of misappropriation and incompetence. Acquitted, 
August £936, Rehabilitated as Minister Of Industry 
and Mines, August 1938L Selected by Risa Sliab for 
the post of Prime Minister, June 1940. ii was to him 
that the joint Russo-British ultimatum w*s delivered 
on August 25. 1941, As the result of the subsequent 
events he resigned in September 1941, Governor- 
General of Khomsan, February (942, in which post 
he showed nome energy in collecting wheat, though 
his administration of the funds of the shrine laid 
him open to various accusations of embezzlement. 
Recalled from Khorasan in the autumn tif 1945, 
Governor -GeneraI, Azerbaijan, December 1946- 
july 194ft, Elected io the Constituent Assembly 
from Tehran, April 1949, President of the Council 
of the Seven-Year Plan, May 1949. EWritten in 
1955.) 

*An elderly and old-fashioned type of Iranian. 
Thin, bald, quiet-mannered and courteous* He 
£x presses warm friendship and esteem for Britain 
which he affirms to be The country best rilled to help 
in the rehabilnation of Iran, a process which he 
holds will require a number of years of systematic 
work. He »> slow and heavy in the hand at parties. 
He talks good English. His kindly and pleasant 
wife talks fair English. They entertain frequcnlly 
ind generously. They have grown-up children, 
including A son m the Iranian Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs, and some grandchildren, (Written in 1955.1 

Iraq 

M, Shakir cl Wadi, M V.G.; Ambassador (]9rh of 
April, £956) 

Boro in 15194. A Sunni Muslim, Was an officer 
in the Turkish Army from 1915 to tin- Armistice, 
Joined the Iraqi Army in |9J1 and served on Ihc 
staff of Kmp FaisaE on his Stale visit to Britain in 
193?, En 1936 appointed G-S.O.L in the Kirkuk 
Division of which Bekr Sidqi was the 0*0.C, and 
was the latter"* right-hand man in the 1936 ofatp 
dVrar. Appointed military attache in London after 
the murder of Bckr Sitlqi in E937. but a few wieek* 
later was dismissed and placed on the retired list. 
Second Secretary ar the Iraqi Legation in Tehran 
in ]939 arid as Charge d"Affaires there carried out 
the instruction $ of Rashid All's rebel Government. 
Served later at Jerusalem, ami London. Master of 
Ceremonies at the Palace. 1946, and I hereafter held 
a number of ministerial posts under various Prime 
Ministers. Appointed a Senator in 1949. 

He fms the aOpftirartCc of a rather distlnauisbeii 
am-if'.n witf He talks quite good English and 
appears genuinely friendly and anxious to work lor 
the cause of [he Baghdad Pact and for close Anplo- 
Tmqi association. He seemed quickly after his 
arrival to have sired up his Arab Stale colleagues 
and to he talk me to them cm sensible lines. His 
w-ifo has recently joined him bu! has not yet made n 
public appearance, 


fund 

M* Maurice Fiscfrd; Minuter (4th of June. 1953), 

“M. Fischer Was born in Belgium in 1903 and 
firs! went to Palestine in 1930. After lighting ‘wish 
Lhc Free French Forces in the Lebanon lie went to 
Paris in 1946 ax the Representative of the Jewish 
Agency. On the establishment of the State of Israel 
in 1943 he became accredited Minister. (Written 
in 1953.) 

M. Fischer is cultured and intelligent,, but also 
highly-strung and emotional and he has taken the 
recent set-buck in Tucoo-Israeli relations, resulting 
from the Tut co-Iraqi Pact and the Exchange of 
Letters about the Palestine Resolutions, more 
acutely to heart than his Government seem to have 
done. The Turks lind his constant jeremiads 
embarrassing mud somewhat tedious. He speaks 
excellent French and good English and German. 
He is fond of music and is a talented pianist. Both 
he and his good-looking wife, who also Speaks 
English. French and Gentian, are popular in Ankara 
society. They have one smalt daughter, iWritten 
in 1955.) 

Italy 

Count Luca Pietronmdu; Ambassador tJ3rd of 
October, E950). 

“Born about |K92. Count Pietromarcbi was chief 
of the Italian Economic Blockade Depart mm t before 
the war when be showed ready co-operation with the 
British. During the war he was Chef de Cabinet 
to Count Ciano. Retired to BnmE after the war 
whence he was recalled by Count Sforzi to the 
Ministry of Foreign Affair 1 . (Written in 1935.1 

An able and experienced career diplomatist. Count 
Pietroniiirdn handled with skill his country's affairs 
lteFt; during the difficult period of the Trieste dispute 
and the negotiations for lhe Balkan Alliance. At 
the Ministry of Foreign Affairs he has the reputation 
of being an intelligent observer. Despite his 
Fascist background he is outspokenly anti, 1 think, 
genuinely Anglophil, He is a most friendly and 
co-operative colleague, lit the latter part of 1955 
his name was pm forward by his Government for the 
nosr of Deputy Secretary-General of VA.T.O.. hut 
he was not selected. After six years in Ankara £ 
imagine lie would welcome a new post appropriate 
to his seniority and experience. His wife, of Jewish 
origin, is vague and inconxetpcmuii to the point 
of eccentricity, but very friendly, f should imagine 
that her efforts to get her husband appointed to 
London have not done him much service in Rome. 
The Pietro marchis are a distinguisheddewking 
couple, lie white-haired and dapper acid she a 
handsome Titian. Both talk French and English. 
They have a von who has jus! entered the Italian 
Foreign Service and a teen-age daughter here 
(Written in 1955,) 


Jfcjkan 

M, Shimshi Rami mure; Ambassador (4th of 
June, 1953). 

"M Kami mum is Japan's first pent-war represen¬ 
tative in Turkey. Rom in 1S96, he has been in the 
Japanese Foreign Service since 192] At the out¬ 
break of war he was Counsellor in London and 
afterwards served in Moscow, After the Japanese 
surrender he was interned for two years by the Soviet 
authorities He came to Ankara from Washington 
where he was Minister-Counsellor, (Written in 
1953,1 He is accredited also w Israel 

*\t. Kamimura k well-disposed though less 
expansive than his wife, who talks enthusiastically 
or all things English and points to the English 
furnish nips of [heir new T*'m hussy She was 
educated Lit the Convent of the Sacred Heart at 
T okyo, and is a keen tennis player. Both talk good 
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Kngii&h. Tlie) have two grown,-up som who arc 
completing their education in the Uni led Stales, 
(Written in 1955.) 

J urdun 

Sharif Abdul Haidar; Ambassador i 1st of 

J tine, 1055), 

* Bom in 1885, The Amir, eldest son of the 
Sherif Ali of Mecca, iv Head of the Dhuwi Zeid 
section of Lbc Hashemite family. He lived, in 
Turkey prior to anJ during the 14 Ik war but was 
expelled from Turkey and deprived of ins Turkish 
mitkmafuy by Aiutilrk anti serried u Beirut, where 
he lived in .straitened circumstances. He assumed 
Iordan nationality in 1946 and «s appointed first 
Jordan Minister Plenipotentiary in London shortly 
afterwards. In 1951 he was transferred to Paris. 

’Though distinguished in appearance and very 
friendly in manner* Amir Abdul Me}id Haidar is a 
bore, particularly on the subject of his family, to 
which hr constantly reverts, C believe his appoiiu- 
rpk’rtt So Ankara was the result of his own impor- 
lunacy with King Hussein and the latte ft wish to 
lind him a job. He hits lived hardly wt all in Jordan 
and has little real contact with personalities and 
events there. He and bis brothers, have succeeded m 
recovering pan of the if family* former property in 
t urkey and he is now in easier circuit tstarices. He 
speakv fluent Turkish as well us passable English 
and French in addition to Arabic. His wife is a 
former Turkish Suhanic Princess* being a daughter 
hi SLilian Murad, a fact which her tw-sburnj never 
tires of relating and which lie regarded u$ absolving, 
her on arrival from paying the customary calls on 
the wives of other I Lads of Mission^ She talks 
little but Turkish and is reputed to play the piano. 
(Written in 19SS.} 

Lebanon 

M. Mohamed Ali Ha made: Ambassador |l5th of 
December, 19551, 

Bern about 1908. M, Ha made mi formerly 
Minister for siv years in Athens, He was accredited 
ulvo to Belgrade, which post he now combines with 
Ankara. 

When paying his formal call lie expressed verv 
friendly sentiments and told me that President 
Giamouri had specifically directed him to keep in 
close touch with me on Middle E-.ast affairs. When- 
ever I see faint he talks freely, though 1 would not 
regard him as particularly reliable He speaks 
fluent French and some English, His wife has not 
joined hull, and I understand they are not on good 
terms. 

Libya 

M. All Es&nd Jerbi: Ambassador (J.Uh of 

December. 1954) 

’Born in 1901* Fducaied in 'turkey. Later 
entered the service of the Italian administration in 
Cyre nates. Mayor of Duma during the first and 
second British oceupalkttv. Counsellor to ilie Amir 
in Egypt during I94X Superintendent of Education 
on return to CyrenMca m i Lil 4S and vuhsequenth 
appointed Deputy Secretary for Development in i'i? 
British Military AdminMratkm. Appointed 
Minister of Works and Mines in 1949 on the for¬ 
mation of the CyrenaieM GovcfomtnL Appointed 
representative for Cyreiuiiea on the Advisory 
Council to the United Nations Commissioner for 
Libya in 1950* When the First Libyan Federal 
Government Wii> formed in March l C|l 51 he wav 
appointed Federal Minister for Foreign Affairs and 
held also the portfolio of Health, which was lister 
exchanged for that of Justice Relieved, to his 
great disappointment, of his post ay Minister for 
Foreign Affairs unit appointed Minister of Defence in 
December 1951 on the deel a ration of the inde¬ 
pendence of Libya. (Written in 1955,1 


*M- Jerlri If Smiling and friendly and seems quite 
happy at Ankara, Chough 1 imagine that he hopes 
and expects to return before long to polities. He 
talks Italian and French, His wife talks little but 
Arabic. They have three grown-up and unfor- 
innately plain daughters who accompany them on 
formal social occasions, (Written in 1955.) 

Mexico 

Dr. Victor A, Maldonado: Minister (9lh of 
December. 1954). 

*IJorn about 1905. Dr. Maldonado had a. 
distinguished career ns a Lawyer in Mexico* being 
formerly Procurator of Justice of ilie State of San 
Luts Potosi and Magistrate of the Supreme Court 
of Hie Federal District, He also served in the 
Federal C hamber of Deputies, His first diplomatic 
appointment was in 1946-, when h*- became Ambas¬ 
sador to Bolivia, Four months later he was 
appointed to El Salvador, where he remained until 
hrs appointment to Turkey, (Written in I455.p 

*Of diminutive stature and undistinguished 
manners. Dr, Maldonado seems to have genuinely 
friendly feelings for Britain. I cannot imagine that 
he has much work to do. He talks a Little French 
and English but his equally diminutive wife talks 
little but Spanish. They have small children with 
them as well as grown-up children at home. 
(Written in 195?,1 

Netherlands 

Dr. Mathicu Leon Suvclberg; Ambassador 11 2th 
of September, 1955), 

Born about 1906. Dr, Savelbery was previously 
Minister ut Bogota. 

He is benign and friendly* though not a sinking 
personality. His work here consists mainly of 
Irvine to iron out difficulties connected with Turoq- 
Diitdi commercial exchange*. HLs wife i\ said to 
be the dominant partner, her Inllucncc even 
extending ut times to Chancery matters. They have 
:l daughter of eight. 

Norway 

M. Ivnr Luncte: Ambassador i/ih of May. 19561. 

Born in 1909 M. Lunde's previous posts include 
Moscow. Baris. Ankara, Athens and Tel Aviv. 
From 1946-49 he was Assistant I ndcr-Scartlury 
in the Norwegian Foreign Ministry luhI afterwards 
served for a year in New York .is Permanent 
Delegate to trie \ uiicil Nations. Before his appoint¬ 
ment" to Ankara he was Minister to Thailand and 
Indonesia. Me is accredited also to Iran. Pakistan 
and Iraq. 

A small nun of unimpressive appearance and 
self-effacing manner. M. Lunde has u keen intdii- 
gdiee and *m original sense of humour. Hi.s wife, 
who is a good deal younger, is pleasant and natural. 
They have two small girls of three and eighteen 
months, 

Poland 

M. Karimicre DprosiSL Ambassador (1st of June, 
1956k 

Born about 1908. M. Dorosz studied law at I vow 
and moved to Cracow when Lvov, was incorporated 
in the Ukraine, He was in Warsaw at the lime of 
the rising against the Germans and escaped to the 
country. i fc started his diplomatic career in London 
in 1945 arid stayed there until (952:, when he was 
appointed Head of the United Nations Section of the 
Polish Ministry «,( Foreign Affairs Ankara is his 
first contact with Turkey and the Middle Fast, 

M, Dorosz is a fay character with little of the 
inhibited manner usual with Iron Curtain represer¬ 
in lives. A Socialist bv origin he is, I suspect, at 
bean sirengly opposed to the prevent regime in 
Poland. Cultured and fond of music he speaks with 
nostalgic enthusiasm of his life in London and his 
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home in Hampstead. His wife worked, I believe, 
in the information Section of the Polish Embassy 
in London arid also studied at the London Uni¬ 
versity, but was recalled to Warsaw before she was 
able to take her diploma. She married in Warsaw, 
divorced two years later, and then married her 
present husband, Tall, pale and thin, she Finds 
Ankara dull and depressing, continually bewailing 
its lack of cultural outlets, which she hopes to 
replace to some cslonl through the Brirish Council, 
I imagine that in addition she finds her position as 
wife of an Iron Curtain Ambassador here ;i 
mcbnchoh affair after having a job or her own in 
London. They belli speak quite good English and 
French-. She has a small daughter by her former 
marriage. 

Portugal 

M. Luis Norton de Mattes; Minister tl^th of 
April, 1956), 

Born about 190t> Served as First Secretary in 
Ankara from 194J to 1946. Before his present 
appoint men! he was Minister :;i Oslo. 

GuiOt and raihcr ponderous in manner M Uc 
Marios i> a thoroughly good sort. His hobby is 
history and he hyv written on the Portuguese e\- 
plorcr. Pirtflos. and other .subjects. He in Iks English 
and French with an equally strong Portuguese accent. 
His wife, the daughter of a leading Portuguese 
architect, is beautiful, elegant and charming, but is 
greatly handicapped by an increasing deafness. 
They have no children, 

BoumanJui 

M. Barbu Zaharcscu: Ambassador (7ili of Mu>, 
1956). 

Bum about 1906, Before his appointmem to 
Ankara was for several years Rector of the Maxim 
Gorki Institute of Russian Language and Literature 
and Director of (he Publishing House for Political 
Literature, At the Party Congress of the Rou- 
murium Workers Party 'in December 1955 was 
elected as Alternate Member of the Central 
Committee of the Party. 

Short and shock -headed, M. Zuhurescu is an unim¬ 
pressive figure and I Itavt had little opportunity of 
assessing hiv character or ability. On our firsi 
meeting he told me that in appointing an Ambas¬ 
sador to Turkey, where Rouiminia had for su long 
been represented tn a Charge d'Affaires, the Rou¬ 
manian Government hoped to develop relations 
between Roumania and Turkey more appropriate to 
their close association in the past. His wife talks 
intelligently and is well read Both talk French. 
They have four children* of whom one i? with them. 

Saudi-Arabia 

The post of Minister is still vacant and the 
legation is now m the charge of a Lira Secretary, 
M, Saleh Maddih 

Soviet l, hi Min 

NT Boris Feodorovich E ! od[serob; Ambassador 
125th of March, 19541. 

*Bora in Si. Petersburg. During the early !94U's 
he was Molotov's private secretary and interpretei. 
From 1940—46, adviser to the Council of Peoples' 
Com miss ton of the U.S.S.R. He was among the 
group of advisers to lhe l : .S.S,R,-Gerniart Con¬ 
ference in Berlin in 1940 and prevent at the signing 
of the Finnish Armistice in 1944. In 1949 he was 
appointed General Secretary of the Ministry of 
Foreign Affairs, in which year he was also elected 
a member of the Central Revision Commission at 
the 19th Parly CdngFcsi. In 1952 he became FX'puty 
Minister for Foreign Affairs. He vuis a member 
of the Soviet Delegation to » number of United 
Nations conferences. Ankara is his first foreign 
poet, (Written in 1955.) 


Tall, fair-haired and blue-eyed* he makes himself 
agreeable on social occasions in quite good French. 
He lias lately begun to show- an inclination to discuss 
political questions. His wife* who spends a good 
deal of her lime in Moscow looking after their young 
children, is pleasant and speaks quite good German 
and some French, 

Spain 

M. Juan Teividor; Ambassador (I9tli of April. 
1956 k 

Bom in IH92- Joined the Diplomatic Service 
m 1915 usid hAS served thirty-siis years abroad. 
After beginning his career in Vienna and subse¬ 
quently Madrid during the First World War, he 
was appointed to the League of Nations at its lif=4 
headquarters m London, and stayed, with the League 
Secretarial for nineteen years. He served later as 
Consul-General at Geneva and Genoa, and during 
the Second World Vv,ir as Minister-Counsellor at the 
Vatican. Before his appointment to Ankara he was 
Ambassador at YJie Hague. 

Short and neat in appearance. M. Teixidor is 
cultivated and agreeable in manner and .m espe- 
rienred and intelligent colleague. Moved from 
The Hague, it would seem, largely as a result of 
persistent pressure by his predecessor here to be 
given a post nearer home, M. Tc Aider Linds 
Turkey an interesting post where hSs summer 
residence on the Bosphorus compensates for the 
shortcomings of the accommodation taken and 
furnished hy Jus predecessor in Ankara. Owing to a 
chronic stomach complaint He lives on ;i regime. 
He speaks good English and French, His wife died 
while he was at The Hague from, an illness aggra¬ 
vated by grief over the death of their only sou 
need sixteen, He In^ a daughter married to an 
Italian and a stop-daughter whose husband is the 
present Spanish Ambassador in Rome, 

Sweden 

M. Adolf CrnncbOfg; Minister (2nd of October* 
19511, 

'Born tn 1900, he has Iwert in the Swedish 
Foreign Service since 1927. Most of his career hies 
been spent al the Foreign Ministry, latterly us Head 
cf the Personnel Department. Hi- European posts 
have included Helsinki and Rome, where he was 
Counsellor from L945 to I'M?. (Written in 1952.1 

M Croneborg is frierdt) but rather uninteresting. 
He h;id a difficult time in 1954 over the linking of 
a Turkish submarine by a Swedish merchant ship 
in the Dardanelles. His wife is talkative and 
pleasant. They have two son&, of w-hom the elder is 
in iha Swedish Civil Service, and two daughters* 

SiviUerbind 

M lulien Rcw-.it: Minister (1st of October* 1951). 

*rUmi in he studied economies at Lausanne 
and joined the Swiss Pditicnl Department in 1929. 
After various consular posts he went to Tokyo in 
ini.? ,md in 0)41 to Colombia. In 1947 he became 
SuAv Political Representative in the British Zone 
of Germany and returned to Berne in 194S to deal 
w irii administration, fWritten in 1952.} 

*M. Rossui likes to describe himself as a simple 
peasant- In reality be takes himself and his position 
very Seriously and 1 believe he is a bit of a martinet 
with his staff and his family. Uc is. ncvcrthelcM, 
very friendly ami is wdl informed, though inclined 
tn exaggerate the significance of motives and events. 
He is a good horseman, angler and gardener and 
personally supervises the care of a cow and some 
sheer which are kept in the garden to provide 
untainted nourishment for his family. His wife is 
distinguished and good-took log and the heiress to a 
countrv property tn Swiricfkmtf of which the Goes 
are meticulously adnitnistered by her husband Both 
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speak English and German as well as French. They 
have two sons, the younger of whom is being 
educated by a Swiss tutor Jiving in the house. 
(Writtcn in 1955.) 

Syria 

M Omar d Addas. Minister (28 th of February* 
I95GF 

Bom in 1904 in Aicppo. ML Dmar el Addas is 
a Sunni Muslim and a lawyer by profession. He 
practised as a lawyer in Aleppo, where he engaged 
in anil-French activities. He whs Public Prosecutor 
in Antioch until el was. handed over to l urkeyin 13319 
when he was transferred to a similar post in Aleppo, 
After being successively Governor of Huuran and 
Homs lie was Public Prosecutor in Letnkia from 
1950 to 1954, when he became Governor of Aleppo, 

I understand that as a Governor M. el Addas 
established a reputation for hard work and reason - 
able efficiency. though his appointment was probably 
due to his membership of [he K'aficmalist Party and 
his friendship with the Syrian President. He has 
had no previous, diplomatic experience. Since his 
arrival relations between Turkey and Syria have 
been badly strained and 1 doubt if he has played a 
very active part. He talks fluent French. He is 
married and has three children His wife does not 
appear in public. 

W aited States 

Mr. Fletcher Warren; Ambassador {I3tb of June, 
1956), 

Born in 1896, Before joining (he Diplomatic 
Service Mr. Warren served for eighteen months 
overseas with the American forces during the First 
World War He has sport most of his service in 
South America, where he had three assignments as 
Head of Mission; Nicaragua 1945-47, Paraguay 


1947 50 and Venezuela 1951-56. From 1950-51 
be was Director of South American Affair?, in Liu- 
State Department. 

A large, affable arid kindly Texan who gives, the 
impression of simple and straightforward friend¬ 
liness. He admitted 011 arrival to being somewhat at 
sea in the Middle Easl, and has set about quietly 
and systematically picking up the complex threads 
of American interests and responsibilities in Lb-.- 
area. It. is perhaps this newness to tire job that 
makes him for the present seem more ready to 
receive information ihiiti to impart it, He impresses 
as being conscientious and painstaking rather 
than Specialty intelligent. He is assiduous in 
accepting invitations. His wife, also a Texan, has 
only recently joined him. They have no children, 

Venezuela 

Since January E956 the legation has been in the 
charge of a secretary. M Bernardo Flores, who 
resides in Beirut and', as far as I know, has not 
visited Turkey. 

Vxgodivb 

M, Dragomir Muonic 1 Ambassador (I4ih of 
September, (955). 

Born about 192.0. M. Vucinie played, I believe,, 
an active pari with Tito’s Partisans during the War. 
He started his diplomatic career us Ambassador in 
Vienna, from which post lie came to Ankara. 

Tall,, dark and handsome, M. Vucinie. though 
friendly in manner, makes little secret of his Com 
numist sympathies. He is markedly critical of 
British policy in the Middle East and on Cyprus, 
though not very well informed on it. His young wife, 
good looking and rather shy, was educated in Vienna 
and talks German and is learning English, Her 
husband mlk* passable French. They have two 
small daughters. 
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LEADING PERSONALITIES IN TURKEY 

Mr. Ste wart to Mr. Selwyn Lloyd * I Received September 21 1 


iNo. 175, Coatidemisli Ankara, 

Sir* September 17,19$6. 

f have ihe honour, with reference to my 
despatch No. 163 of the 15lh ol August, 
1955, to send you herewith my report for 
1956 on the leading personalities in Turkey. 

I have, &c 

M1CHAEL STEWART. 


Enclosure 

Leading FcntruiaFlies in Turkey 

Inti ex 

1 , Compiled in September 1956) 

! Acikdm. Ccvat, 

2. Adivar. Madame Halide Edip, 

3. A£adgju. Samel. 

4. Aijn^lu. Madame Surcyyiu 

5. Akdur. I-aik Zihni. 

6. Akndt, Nurettltl, General. 

7. AksaT, Ismail Riistli. 

8. Aksakr. IzjSrt. General 

9. Alak.iru.Yunus Muammef. 

10, AUliican. Sadik. Admiral 

l!. An bum n. Tekbi. Major-General. 

12, Artiom. Refci. Vice-Admiral. 

17 Arzik, §crif. 

[4, Atay. Falili RifkL 
15, AthenagoraS, H.A.H.. L 
|6. AygQn. Kemal. 

17. Baban. Cihai. 

IS. Babun. Sukru. 

19. BiiT.insel. \iircitin, General. 

20 . Barbs* t'ennl Sait. 

21. Buvman, Avni. 

22. Biisiimur. Zcki, 

23. Baynr, Cclal, 

24. Bay kau. Muammcr. 

25. Bnyur, Yusuf H Ik met. 

26. Oclbcis. Fikret. 

27. Bek. Rcfci, General 

28. Helen. Fahri. General. 

29. Belpe. B urban. 

30. 13d tier, N that Re>ad. 

31. Be ndcrI i o|l u. Atif. 

32. Bengih Mehmet Cemil. 

33. Birgi. Muharrem Nun, 

34. BMukki^L Osman. 

35- Bozkurt. Kamakttin* Admiral. 

36. Rudakojilit. Emit. 

37, Bitrfofc, Rifki Salim, 

38, Gorint. Fua!. 

39. Cavu^fl£lu, Muammer. 
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40. Ccbcsoy. Alt Fuat. General. 

41 F'ethl 

42, C^kun. Salih. l.iauleomt-General. 

43, Degmer* Setik Husnii. Dr, 

44, Demircr. Arif. 

45, Diclcli. Vcdtii. 

46, Piilge. Mitfeat 

47, Dulgcn Bahadk. 

48, Ehuk 7 . 1 v a, Ziyad. 

49, Etttcc Selim Rig ip- 

50, [• ralp, Orhan. 

53, Erdclhiln, Rti$tEL Genera). 

52. Ergin. Semi. 

53. Erini, Nihat, 

54. Erkin, Fcridun Cental. 

55. Hrkniein Hayreltin. 

56. Evenbel. Mc’bih. 

57. Esin, ScvMLih, 

5k. E-smer. Ahmet Sukrii. 

59. Etc. Mufilis, 

60. Fentfc, Mdmtiiz Faik. 

61. Gedik. Namik. 

62. Gklcl. Nail, 

63. Gokay. Fahrettin Kerim. 

64. tidksenin. Muyalfer. General. 

65. Ghkitirk, HUseyin Avni. 

66. Gtirk, Haydar. 

67. GOlek, Kasim, 

68. Gimaltay. 3>emseuin. 

69. Giirelt. Enver, 

70. Htkmec Na?im, 

71. Hitman, Hadt. 

72. Ileri. Tevfifc. 

73. Elk-in. Nedim Vtysd 

74. Indent. IsinCt. General. 

75. Kahifat. Emin. 

76. Knpani, Osman, 

77. Karaosmano&lu. Fevri Lutfi. 

7JJ. Kavur. $adi, 

79. Kiliv’3icj£lu. Safa, 

SO. Kvipriilui, Mehmel Fuad, 

81, KomlLm. ReJik. 

82. Khresf. \utii. 

S3. Konir, Ahmet Salih. 

84. Kuruturk. Fahri* Admiral, 

85. Koyuien, Hulusi. 

£tv Kufrevi. Kasim, 

87. Rural, Adnan, 

88, Kiirtbck, Seyfu 

S9. Mamdalinct. Zcyyat, 

90. Muvraudi. Constantino T. 

91. Mcndcrcs, Adnan. 

92. Mendercs. Eihem. 

93. Menemencie^lu, Numan. 

94. Menguf. Fevzi. General. 

95. MUueeiibt, Esat Adit, 

96. Kadi. Nadir* 

97. Nasuhiofihi. Riikneddin. 

98. Nermi. Mustafa, 

99. Oka n, i&ck ai. Gene rat. 

100. Gkniren. Ncdim. 

ft 
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103 - ftkiem. Ibrahim. 

102. Oral. Civil. 

10?. Or bay. Huseyin Rauf. 

LU4. Ol»nsoy. Muniz Falk, 

105, Dzcl. Ahmel. 

106, Refill, Mithat. 

107, Polatkan. Hasan. 

■ OB. Rizan, Kadri. 

109, Sami, Mukerrem. 

HO. harper. Scltm Rauf. 

HI. Savep + Abdulkadir. General. 

111 . Lacan. Nceati, General 
113, Tarhan. MUnitaz. 

1.14. Tamiiiver. Hamdullah Suphi, 

1 i>. Taray. Cental lliisnil. 

116. E llabar, Madame Nazli, 

117. Tflrehnn. Habib Ed ip. 

HR. Tozart, Satzcl Luifi. 

119. T iinn boy I li. Ismail Hakki, General. 

UO Tlirkmcn. Be heel. Lieutenant-General 
I2E. Leaner, Fcvzi, General, 

122. Ula$. Fahrciiin. 

123. Uluspn. Aziz, Vice-Admiral. 

124. (Jresin, YtSmfliL General, 

325. tTgiiplii. Suai Mayri 

12b, Uz, Behipei. Dr- 

127, Vdibest. Zuhtii. 

128, Yak;in, Huseyin Cabin. 

129, Yalman. Ahmel Emm. 

130, Yamut. Nuri, General. 

13L Ynrdimci, C trial, 

132. Yelkin. Nfivlt. 

133. Yirtali. Sitki. 

134 YD«L Hasan All. 

135. 2ey i i oogte. Kk.--.nia 5. 

136. Zorlu. fat in ft us! u. 

137. Zorla, Rjfki RUfjUt- 


Ohituan 

Akaygeit. Mehmct Enis. 
Ci^kdriL. (>*,man. ^evki, 
Koral. Ridran. Admiral. 
[Jsttlndag. Ekrem ffoyri, Dr. 


1 ApGtHn, < t'Tnl 

fk'm in ISOS, he was educated at GaliQusiray and 
studied taw in Geneva. After graduating in 1021, 
be joined die Turkish Foreign Service and served 
in Warsaw, Kabul, Prague. Tehran and Moscow; he 
attended the negotiation.* for the Treaty of Lausanne 
and the Mootrcux Conference. 

In 1938 he was Turkish High Commissioner in the 
Hsituv before ;i wa-s incorporated in Turkey, and in 
193b he wa. appointed deputy SecreUnry*Gei»cral of 
the M.-rintr, In 1939 he accompanied the Foreign 
Minister to Moscow, ami later (hat year and in 1940 
he had contacts; with the Allied Commanders-in- 
Chief noth in Ankara and at Aleppo and Haifa. 

In July 1942 he was appointed Ambassador in 
Moscow, iicul tn Jub 1943 Sccrelary-General of the 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs, He was appointed 
Ambassador in London in October ]945, and in 
Januan 1952 he became once again Secretary* 
General of the Ministry. After a period of indifferent 
health during which he appeared lo leave ihe bulk 
of the work to his. deputy, M. Bitgi {o.v,}, who 
succeeded hint at the Ministry, M. A^ifealiu moved 
to Rome as Ambassador in October I9S4. 

M, A?ikaiin. who is deaf, speaks English and 
French well. His wife, a sister of the former wife 
of AUSiirk. does not appear in society, Hi has 
substantial private means. 


2, Adivjr h Madame Halide Filip 

Bom in ISS6 of Donnie parentage, and educated 
at the American Girls' College in Istanbul, She 
was, already well known in Turkish political life 
in the days of the C.L.P.. and at the beginning 
of the War of independence she Loured Anatolia 
addressing the troops. After an unsuccessful attempt 
10 influence Alatiirk she ijuarrdled with him and left 
Turkey in 1926. On her return, after several years 
of travel in Europe, she became Professor of English 
at Istanbul University and took no further pan in 
political life until in 195G she was elected Indepen¬ 
dent Depots for Izmir with Democrat support. Hhe 
has made some vigorous and independent speeches 
in the Assembly, Resigned her deputy ship and 
retired from politics in 1954. 

She ts well known as a writer of novels, some of 
which have been writ ten in English. and she 
is still a very important figure in the intellectual 
world in Turkey* She hdi an acute brain but is 
usually swayed "by her emotions. She is well dis¬ 
posed to the British but even more so to the 
Americans. She speaks flngli^h and French very well. 
Her husband, Aduan, died suddenly in July 1955, 

3, Agao^Tu, Sjimct 

Born in 1909, his family are Azerbaijani Turks. 
He is a brother of Madame Surcyya Agaoghi 
and a son of the late Ahmet AgaofJm, onto an 
influential Deputy who, together with M, Fethi 
Okyar, started the Free Party in the late ‘20s- 
Samet's career began at the Ministry of Commerce, 
where he held scicr&l appointments as head of 
departmeni. He left the Ministry to join the Demo¬ 
crat Parsj, and by l')4J was a member of die Party's 
Administrative Council, Elected Democrat Deputy 
for Manivdi in 1950. be was appointed Deputy Prime 
Minister and Minister of State soon after the 
formal ion of ;be first Democrat Government, Hi* 
conduct in office quickly fosi him popularity, particu¬ 
larly with the press, and also in the Democrat Party, 
and he resigned these posts to become Minister of 
Lahour. His approach to labour and trade umon 
roblcms showed some independence of thought, bu: 
e fell foul of public opinion in spite of assiduous 
wooing of the workers. Finally, he resigned and left 
the Government altogether. Always a controversial 
figure* be continued to be active in parly polilies, and 
after the 1954 election condemned some ol the Gov¬ 
ernment's new legislation as undemocratic. The 
Prime Minister evidently found it safer to have him in 
the Cabinet rather than out of it. and. in December 
1954 he was readmitted as Minister of State 
Industries at the e\pcn.‘*e of M. Ccllkba$ (f/.v.). He 
was one .-i the few survivors of die Cabinet crisis 
of November 1955 and was reappointed Minister of 
Stale industries in the 4lh McndctCS Cabinet. 

Erratic and quarrelsome he makes enemies, and 
has Ins -critics, in the Democrat Party, But he has 
gained a reputation for honesty and hard work in 
hL presetn appointment. He writes for the 
Democrat Party organ Znft r, He is married with 
three children, one of whom ism Oxford, He speaks 
some French and a little English. His wife speaks 
passable English. 

4, VftangEti, Madame Shreyya 

Born about 1905 in Azerbaijan, she is the sister 
of Samei, Aiiaopiu tr/.v.'l. On arrival in Turkey in 
1920 she studied law. obtaining Turkish nationality 
about 1921. The pioneer practising woman lawyer 
in Turkey, she has built up a lucrative practice 
including commercial interests and she has an office 
in London She was very pleased with Iter recep¬ 
tion and the help sh; received in Fnghrid in !a:e 
|9-47 Strongly anil- Russian, she was secretary of 
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a Liberal association in Istanbul, but site often 
uji?p^ the niiiiudc of a violent NaSionaiia. Speaks 
English. French and Russian. 

She as a mischievous tale-bearer and should be 
treated with caution, as she is said to work for the 
Turkish Secret Police. 

hi l l >52, to the genera! surprise, she n amed n 
German lawyer much younger than herself named 
Werner Taschcnbrechcr, whose political antecedents 
are rather doubtful us lie was disTniss-eJ from the 
West Berlin Legal Sendee in June 1951. i-nwing to 
hiv Communist connexions. 

In Jill;. 1954 she presided at a Con itcis of Women 
Jurists at Helsinki, reading a Turkish delegation of 
five. In June 1955 she at'ended the international 
Congress of Jurists at At'ner.s. walking out in protest 
ai an attempt bv Greek lawyers to raih: the Cyprus 
question- 

5* .Mid ur * Lai k Zihni 

Born about 1895. Between 1937 and 1939 he 
*.e r, ved as consul as Aleppo and consul-general at 
Beirut. Ik returned to the Ministry of Foreign 
A Hairs in July 1939 and become Di rector-Genera I 
of the I bird (Genera.! i DcparimctU, Appointed head 
of First Department in 1942. Minister at Sofia in 
January 1945 and ambassador at Moscow in 1946. 
In June 1949 he relumed to the Ministry as 
Secretary-General, In August 1951 he wa appouitcd 
ambassador to Madrid, and in September 1952 lie 
was transferred to Rome, am! lo Berne in October 
E954. 

M \kdur is not very prepossessing m .ipjvearaoce 
and socially tie is heavy though alTablc Whilst he 
was Secretary-General he was friendly, helpful ,ind 
quite communicative. He speaks good French but 
no English, 

6- .vknoz. Nurcttin^ General 

General Aknoz ;s a young army commander who 
has risen rapidly nod may go furtbL-r. Ffc became 
,i brigadier-ceneral and divisional commander in 
]tj 4 $. was prorimtcd major-genera! m ]947 + 
lieutenant-general in 1951 aad general an 1956. 
Afcr serving, as head of the Ordnance and Supplies 
Depanments in the Ministry of Defence, he took 
command of the Second Corps in October 1952 and 
in August 1954 became Commander ol the Third 
Army. Appointed Martial Law Commander for 
IstanhuE after the riots of September ft 7, 1955: and 
Coititrtafider* Land Forces, in June 1^56 i:t place 
of General Seven (V/ v.). 

He is strong and energetic and understands 
Turkish needs for modern equipment, He is 
pleasanl and friendly wilh both British and American 
officers. 

He speaks German and some French und under¬ 
stands a 3iuk English, He has an agreeable 
German-speaking wife, 

7* AkSftL IsEituil Riistil 

Horn in 1911 in Pamukova and educated at the 
School of Political Sciences, he was apnomted an 
assistant irfspcctor in the Ministry of Finance in 
HH4 and in 1938 an inspector. In 1939 he wen! 
to France to study. In l 1} 42 he was a poo m ted 
Financial and Corn’mcreial Secretary nt the Turkish 
Em.hiissv in E ondon. In 1945 he rctumal^ to Turkey 
tnd hc].l various high posts in the Ministries of 
Finance and Commerce. In I9*fi he ctccicd 
deputv for Kovach uml became Minister n f Fhninee 
on the formation of the Giinaltay Cabinet in 
January 1949, He nm defeated in the 195(1 am! 
E«?4 decltoris. and rafter a period of obscurity hat 
recently become more prominent in P R P, affairs 

He speaks good Ertplis-h and French, and wax 
divorced in 1953 from a charming wife 
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$, Aksalur* la^cc* General 

■ Bom in 3894 at Tasya, he was commissioned in 
1914 and served in the Dardanelles. Palestine and 
on the Russian front. In rhe War of Independence 
he fought as a Captain: and in 1929. then a 
Lieutenant-Colonel he went on a military mission to 
Afghanistan- By 1940 he w r as it Divisional 
Commander, and by 1944 a Corps Commander. In 
1945 he was promoted General, and in |94 l > Vice- 
Chief of the General Stall. Close-y associated wilh 
the P.R.P,, he was replaced in June 1950, but he 
managed to ingratiate himself with Ihe Democrat 
Minister of Defence and became Secrctary-Gcrteral 
of ihe Supreme Council for National Defence, in 
September 1952 he was appointed ambassador in 
Tokyo and later in the year he wa& □ coreditedi aisc 
to the Chinese Nationalist Government in Formosa, 
In May 1955 he was appointed Ambassador to 
Tehran. 

General AksaEur was considered to be one of ihe 
abkst of the Turkish Commanders in. his day, ETo 
was prepared to accept new ideas and Was very 
friendly to British officers. He speaks fair I reach 
ansi some German. Hss wife, who is much younger 
than he. speaks French and some English and is 
very friendly, 

9. Atakanr* Mu a miner 

Born in Ala^ehir in 1904, he was educated at the 
American College in Izmir and later studied law in 
Paris. Formerly rtrt adviser in the Ministry of 
Commerce and a Commercial .Attache abroad, he 
was elected Democrat Deputy for jfonguEdak in the 
General Elections of !95Q. 

During 195! M. Alakant xvas an active inenibcr 
of the Democrat Party and became prominent as 
.. strong critic of M, Menderes and his Government, 
Later, however, whilst maintaining; a certain 
independence of atiitude. he improved his relations 
with the Prime Minister and generally supported 
the Govcrnnw&ii; and in June 1952 he was appHointod 
Minister of Slate. He proved incompetent, and the 
Prime Minister dropped him from the Cabinet in 
April 1953. Re-elected a Deputy in May 1954 

En November 1955 he resigned from the Dert^vrai 
Party and became one of ihe founder members of 
the Freedom Parly of which he was elected n Deputy 
Parliamentary Group Leader in December 1955, 
He h;is since been active, particularly on (he 
economic side, in debates in the Grand National 
Assembly. 

Fie is married and speaks English and French, 

10. AUbican, Sadik* tdmirul 

Bom at Izmir in 1896. Gradualin^ in 19!8. he 
was in command of destroy.'rs from 1934 to 1941 
and of the Submarine Fleet from 1^41 to 1944 He 
was promoted rear-admiral m 1946 arid v ice-admiral 
in 1947. He was until August l' J -S9 Admiral 
Consitunding the Naval Training at Hvybeliada, 
where he Uxtk active steps to inaugurate the new 
system of training officers and ratings on Royal 
Navy tines. Appointed Commander-in-Chief, 
Turkish Fleet, in July 1949, After the E^50 General 
Flections he was appointed COffunandcr-in-Chkf of 
the Naval Forces, a post (^responding to ihat of 
First Sen Lord, Pronrokd Admiral tiunior) in 1951 
and Admiral (senior) in August 1955. lie is also 
the NATO Naval Area Commander known US 
COM EDNOREAST 

A submarine specialist who received his early 
training in Germany. Admiral Alt mean is a pro¬ 
gressive and efficient officer and the only Turkish 
Admiral who can compete with the army aeneral* 
on euual terms at present. Speaks tittle Fnglish and 
fair German. .A bachelor. 
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11, Arfboran, Tckfa, Major-General 

Born in Istanbul in 3 903. he joined the Army in 
1925 and transferred to the Air Forte a* i> pilot in 
1^26. After long studio in Britain and Turkev, lie 
w ‘i* Assistant Air Abache in Berlin from 19o6 lo 
I -3S, and Air Attache: in Washington from 1941 to 
l q 43 and 1946 to |M48. After appoinitn^msincluding 
Deputy Director of Operations and Training jn the 
rurk j ji ■ i General Staff, and Divisional Cranmander 
ai f&fci$chir. he was appointed Chief of Staff, Turkish 
Air Force, in -September 3 954, 

f3c !■, married lu an extremely intelligent woman 

^ ho has been a Deputy and i> practising barrister, 

J hey have two children, a bay and a girl, the boy is 
unfortunately an incurable spastic. 

Both the Ariburuns speak excellent English and 
both arc exireme nationalists. At times "this high 
sense of nationalism appears to influence the generafs 
judgment, 

AlSiont, Rrffi- Wee-Admiral 

Born about 1906. a regular naval officer. He has 
been Natal Attache y{ Rome and was (in I933> 
the first lurki ih Naval Representative ; >t Head- 
quarters. Allied 1 irvx:,, MediferraneM. in Malta. 
Appointed Commander of the Surface Action Group 
in 1954 and Director of Intelligence of the Turkish 
General St i'i in 19??. Transferred us Chief of Staff 
to Commander- in -Chief. Turkish Navy* in 1956, 
Promoted rear-admiral in 1 ,] 52 and vice-admiral irt 
1955. 

'le speaks I English end Italian and is married 
b' a charming wife who speaks a lie Etc Italian. He 
is able and enlightened and popular in the Navy. 
An admirer of ihc Royal Navy. He did much in 
his appointment as Director of Intelligence to ease 
the irksome restrictions to which Foreign Service 
Attaches were former!) subject, 

iX Arrik, §erif 

Of Georgian descent be was bom irt Istanbul in 
uhtim 1907 and was educated there at the 
Galaiasaray Lvctfe. lie served in Greece for 
several years as a member of the Mixed Committee 
dealing with the exchange of populations and in the 
mKRhjriizs joined Ihe Anatolian Agency in which 
he ruse to he principal editor. During the Us\ war 
he was the agency's special correspondent in 
Budapest and after t he occupation by the Red Army, 
was transferred to Athens in the same capacity. Jn 
I '4S he resigned from the agency and was appointed 
I lead of the f oreign News and Monitoring Depart¬ 
ment of I he pres? bureau. At the same Ernie he 
began n> mule daily broadcasts ns the editor of 
Journal, a semi-official review of political 

evenrs. 

In f his latter capacity, he established tiLs 
reputation among the Democrat Party lenders as a 
political propagandist and in August 1953 he was 
appointed Head of the Ariatoitun Agency. He now 
enjov.v the favour of the Pros idem and the Prime 
Minister, both of wltofii be has regularly accompanied 
on tour. sti t ui'Ney ami abroad, including the 
President \ visit to the I Tiled Kingdom for the 
funeral of King George VI. 

Unreliable and erratic, He is intelligent and has 
a keen sense of j on malls m, Apparently friendly 
to us hut an unattractive personality. He speaks 
French, Russian and uriderviamisi English. German 
and Greek, He has an attractive and ambitious wife 
wife ivhc speaks English, French and German, and 
is something of a I'ttfirvoyartte. 

M. At*y, FtUfi RifM 

^ Bom in Istanbul in 1894, he vm% educated at 
Galaiosorav and became a teacher. At the end of 


I92U he joined Mustafa Kcmal and wrote Cor tfiC 
nstaonalist pres*. He was deputy for Bolu from 3 !J 2a 
to 1935 and far Ankara from 1935 to 1950. During 
this time he went on several missions abroad and 
at tent led a number of international conferences. He 
tost litis scat tn the Assent hi v iti the iteneral elections 
of 1950, 

For many years be was chief leader-writer of 
Uiui. the official paper of the P.R.P. Government; 
and during the last war hi* articles showed tail! flH 
sympathies lay with the Allies. As a close adviser 
of Aratiirk and later of M. Iniimi hr was an 
important figure in Kfmaltst Turkey, up to the 
fall of ihe Pekcr Govefitnicut in Sep!ember 3947. 
Early in 1952 be founded the P.R.P. daily Diinya. 
One of Turkey's most talented writers and one of our 
most consistent supporters, he is now- a powerful and 
popular opposition writer. Always a member of the 
Conservative wing of the P.R.P, he has attacked the 
Government over a Song period, though at one time 
he changed hi* line (o support them against religious 
reaction, apparently responded m the time of fine 
1954 elections to Iht attentions of the Prime Minister, 
and acted with some caution in t*>55 while under the 
threat or confiscation of hU printing plant b. the 
Treasury on ihc grounds that it was a P.R.P. properly 
illegally acquired. He ha* QltU regaid for the P R.P. 
leaders. Nth at Eritn and Kasim Gulck ft/.iO, A lav 
is conceited and ambitious, a gambler and a 
speculator; he makes enemies, but is bind of social 
life. 

Former!\ President of the Commission for the 
Reform of the Turkish Alphabet, he was 4 notable 
champion of the new script. He speaks French. 

15, II. A. H. Afbet»£Dr:H 1 

Biirij in E886* a Tarktah riiitfen of Epirus, he 
compacted His studies m the rheological Faculty of 
Haiti tPrinces Islands) in 1909. and was appointed 
Archdeacon in Monastic, where he distinguished 
himself by his rapport of the Greek population, He 
left Mona stir for Athens in (916 when the town 
wus occupied by German and Bulgarian forces and 
was later elected Metropolitan of Corfu. He took 
part in several Christian cun cresses, including the 
Lambeth Conference, and in 1930 was appointed 
Archbishop of New York, where lie worked for a 
reconciliation between all the Orthodox Churchci 
in the United States, 

Whilst, he wai in America lie acquired United 
Siaies drirenship, but later renounced it when in 
November 1948. na the ss it junction of the Stale 
Department rad of the Turkish authorities, he was 
elected dcumcnkal Patriarch, 

Alhenagoras is very active. imprcsNive and a man 
of subtlety, He enjoys the full support of the 
Greek Government Hut has naturally met sonic local 
opposition irt bh attempts to reform the Greek 
Orthodox Church- He is popular with the Turks 
and on good terms with the Turkish Government. 
In the spring of 1952 he exchanged visits with the 
Prime Minister. His prestige was further enhanced 
by the courtesies shown to him by I he King und 
Queen of the II ell ..-lies during their visit to Turkey 
ra June 1952, Strongly a iff E-Communist and well 
disposed io Britain and America, he has attempted 
to reduce ihc Muscovite influence in the Orthodox 
Pntripchatcs of the Middle East, He has mi Gr 
refrained fmm taking sides in the Anglo-Greek 
dispute over Cyprus. Behaved with dignity and 
restraint j*fter the riots of September 6 -7. 1955, and 
the Turkish Government were quick to offer him 
moral amends. Has subsequently used all his 
influence to re-establish good refill ions with the 
Government and to recreate an atmosphere of 
security amongst Ills flock, although he has from time 
to lime come under heavy fire in the Grand National 


Assembly from extremists in the Democratic Parly 
on charges of .raii-T urkish and pro-Greek political 
activity. He knows English. 1 ranch, Turkish. 
Russian. Italian and German as well as Greek. 


16, Aysiin, Kcmal 

Born about 1910. he joined the Police Force and 
held several posts in the Istanbul Directorate of 
Police, including that of Head of ihe Fourth Section, 
wliicfi deals with foreigners. When the Democrats 
cam a to power in 1950 he was appointed Chid! o? 
Police rn Istanbul, and in 1952 he was appointed 
Vali of Ankara and acting Director-General o; 1 
Security in the Ministry of Irtierior. in May 1954 
he became -Ktlng Mayor of Ankara as well as Vali. 
but no longer Dircctor-Generul o: Security. After 
ific ri^ts of cpicmbci 6 7. 1955. he was reappointed 
Director-General of Security and relinquished the 
offices of Vali and Mayor. 

M, Aygiin probably owes h^s advancement to the 
fuel [fiat he L a nephew of Rcfik Kora Han (q.v.), 
He is also class to the Prime Minister and a man of 
some influence. He is a friendly and energetic matt 
who is anxious to improve the Turkish police, and 
looks to British police meihods for an example. He 
visited the United Kingdom m March 1956 under 
British Council auspices, mainly to study British 
police methods. Jovial ami fond of wrestling, he 
hH-S travel fed and speaks some French; he and his 
wile are learning English .rad Ftlglrih ha*; 
improved considerably, 

17. Biihau. C a ihat 

l3oxn in Istanbul in 191 L he studied law and later 
took up journaliiiSii .ind editcil Tasvir unlit the paper 
ceased publication in 1949 . 

Elected Independent deputy for Islanbul in 1946. 
he was active in opposition to the P.R.P. Govern¬ 
ment both in the prew and in the Assembly: and 
in 1959 he was elected Democrat deputy for Izmir, 
He has been a member of the Foreign Affairs Com¬ 
mittee of the Assembly, and since 1950 n Turkish 
delegate to the Assembly of the Council of Europe, 
He was chairman of the Interparliamentary Union 
Conference in Istanbul in 1951. 

Proud of Eiis Kurdish origin (he springs from the 
Baban* of Shnhrizor), ,\L Baban ii good-humoured 
and friend[y to us, but riihcr unreliable. Has some 
influence m the Democrat Party. Now owner-editor 
of I be pro-Democrat Istanbul daily Si>ti Saat. 
Hj is now publishing Tfrcumau, a new Istanbul daily 
which promises to become a large and im^riani 
paper, and is backed b\ wealthy Democrat Parts sup¬ 
porters In Istanbul, Id recent month* his editorials 
have become itiicre-iiingly critical of the Government, 
and Icretiman was suspended for fifteen days for 
publishing extracts; from un aide by Ismet lnonii 
fc/. i ,l on the riots of September 1955, I'hcrc Ira ve 
boon rumours that he will lx' expelled from the 
Democrat Party, Re-elected a Deputy in May 
1954, He speaks French and German. 


IS. Batbaiu ^iikrfl 

Horn in Islanbul r-f Kurdish origin in IS43, he 
studied law in Istanbul and Paris, and became a 
journ.ilihl before the first world war. After lira end 
of she first war lie R said to have been avs-ocialcd 
wills moyemenh for Kurdish independence. Aban¬ 
doning journalism, he became leache?,. and later 
professor, Of economics m University. 

He resumed journalism during the second world 
war in TVtvjr. which belonged to his nephew Cshat 
tJahan ri/n-.l', la 1^49 he became leader-writer of 
Ye/ti Saitoh, His main lines are economics and ami- 
colonialism. 


19. EGraowlt Nurirtin, Gtntial 

Horn a ho at IS95, lie served in Gaiiipon and took 
part in the War of independence, 

Promoted major-general tn 1941. he was appointed 
to the command of the 16th Division in 1943. From 
1944-45. he was Chief of Stiff io the First Army. 
In 19-1 1 " be was app l ’'tni£d Conintandirt IV Corps 
(grace distrandedl and in 1947 ptomoted lieuieirarst- 
general. 1950 Conunandw, ill Corps. Appointed 
G.O.C., Third Army {Eastern Turkey), in 1951, and 
soon afterwards promoted general. Appointed 
G.O.C, First Army (IstanbulS in 195:1 zXppointed 
Conunander-in-Chicf, I'ufkish Land Forces, on 
April 12. 1954. and promoted to be Chief iff the 
Gcncrj] Staff from May 25, 1954. Accompanied the 
Prime Minister :o talks ra Wuhingron in May 1955, 
Replaced us Chief of the General Sluti by General 
Tuna boy lu (i/.v.i (who acted tor him during a long 
illness 'in 1 1 I551 to June 1956 and appointed a 
member of the Supreme Military Court. 

General Baransel Is known us a strict disciplin¬ 
arian. He is a man of powerful personality and 
hk influence is fell throughout his cotumand. He 
does not hesitate lo get rid of ineffiriem officers, and 
is energetic, Hul a showman. Fhi tactical knowledge 
is no greater .md no less than that of the average 
Turkish ntfiecr. He is friendly to Urltish officers, 
and speaks a little French and dementury English, 
His wife speaks only Turkish. General Baransel hm 
an allraClive young daughter b\ a former titarria^e 
who speaks escdlent Euglish. 


2 W. Itnrlas, Ccmil Sait 

Bom in Istanbul in I905 t he studied law in 
Istanbul irad Heidelberg. After practising law lor 
some lime he was elected F R P, deputy for 
Ouzianlep in 1947. 

In June 1 l ? 4W he was appointed Minister of Com¬ 
merce. and in lunc 1949 Minister of Slate in charge 
of foreign aid. He acted as Minister for Foreign 
Alfai;s ;ii the absentees of tile MinKter. 

(Ie lost ius real in the general elections or I^F. 
and returned tn practise us, a barrister Owner- 
editor of the pro-P.R.P, Ankara daily Son HavuJis. 
He was an unsuccessful I’-R I*. candidate in the 
eketions ill May [954. He also visited the United 
Kingdom in 1954 with the party of Turkish joumalisli 
He adiixuies Fabian socialism and would like us 
found a party on those lines. He is on fairly good 
terms a iih Dtsmocrat Party leaders and at present 
pUy> little part in P.R.P. off lira. 

M, Barbs is pleasant and helpful but volatile 
and liable io make impetuous statements. He speaks 
French trad German raid favours German interests. 
He is married and has two children. 


21, Ra^nijn, '.vni 

Rrirn about LS96. he made luv career in ihc 
Ministry of Ldueation, where he held various posts 
a h iinpector. Elected Democrat Deputy for Izmir 
in 1950, he was appointed Minister of Fducatiou in 
the tirsi Democrat GovemoteaU but resigned after 
three months, nominalF for reasons ot health, but 
actually beeailse he was unable to face criticism 
ol his Ministry in the Assembly, 

M, Barman speaks llucrti but inaudibfc EngiLsEi 
an J F very friendly to us. He was said to be yso 
fond of the British'that he w as nicknamed " Ingtlte 
Avni." Not re-elected a Deputy tn May 1954, He 
is plensant and intelligent but colourless. 

He criticised the Government's cconooik policy 
mildly in a Press article in !' J 55 and was expelled 
from the Democrat Party, 











22. Ha&iioiar, Zcki 

Dorn in Surmenc in 1905. tic became interested 
an communism ai an early age and in E92o tie 
studied Marxism in Russia. On has return to Turkey 
he dsd Ins military service and was later employed 
for seven or eight years as a clerk in the Prime 
Minister's library. 

In 1944 he served a year's imprisonment and* on 
bis release, became active in the reorganisation of 
the Turkish Communist Party, which had been 
broken up by the Ankara arrests in 1944, During 
the years from 1946 to 1951 he Was the Central 
Organiser of the clandestine party throughout 
Turkey and kept in clow [ouch with the provincial 
committees in Ankara. Istanbul and l/itrir. 

On October 28. 1951, he wits re-arrested and tried 
with IS4 Turkish Communists in |9j4. receiving a 
sentence of icn iears' imprisunment on October 7, 
1954. 

25. bjyaf, C'ebd 

Bom at Gemtik in It84 and educated privately, 
he became cashier in the Btirsa branch of the 
Deutsche Orient Bank, After serving m Ihc War 
of Independence as a guerilla, he was elected Deputy 
for Izmir arid appointed Minister of National 
Economy in 1923. Appointed Minister of Recon¬ 
struction in 1924. he soon resigned to become 
Direclor-Gcnenil of ihe Tj Bank, whilst remaining 
a Deputy. 

In 1932 he was again appointed Minister of 
National Economy and during ne*t few years 
visited Athene London. Paris and Berlin as "head 
or member of delegations negotiating various 
economic agreements. 

In 1937 he became acting Prime Minister to allow 
Inonii a rest: and when Inbnu resigned soon after- 
wards he was appointed Prime Minister. He 
remained Prime Minister after the election of Inortu 
as President in 1938* but resigned unexpectedly in 
1939 at a time when several ‘W'riou-- financial 
scandals were being investigated. No stigma of 
direct rtspofisibiltty for these scandals attached itself 
to iJayar personally. 

At ihe end of 1945. with Ad nan Mendetts and 
Fn.it Rdpruld. he founded the Democrat Party and 
became Ls leader. He himself was elected Deputy 
for Istanbul in but life party won only about 
50 scat*. In the general elections of May ifcJO his 
parly wjs returned to power with a large majority 
and he was subsequently elected the third President 
■ ■f_the R, 1 public, at the same lime resigning from sh- r 
official Ir idership of the Democrat Party. 

M. Gayar's manners in public arc easy and 
informal, .mil it has been pan of his policy to rfl*- 
pen-o with the formality and ceremony which 
surrounded IniimU, and to mix more freely with [he 
people, This, together with bis reputation for 
honesty, earnestness and capability, his given him 
-■ high prestige and popularity in the country. But 
ahhough ]t seemed at first that he ini ended to retain 
effective power in lies funds, he has in fact left the 
conduct of affairs largely to his Primt: Minister. 
M Mcndcrcs. He is well disposed to the British, 
and in February 1952 he headed the delegation which 
attended the funeral of His Majesty King George VJ, 
His official vij.it to the United States, with Madame 
Day nr in January 1954 was a conspicuous success 
though ibis may have been more due to lhe pre- 
vailing pro-Turkish mood of (he American public 
than to M, Bayafs own rather unspectacular 
personality. Nevertheless, he did surprisingly well 
and his lour enhanced his owrf reputation and the 
prestige of his party and country, Ife is very 
popular wherever he goes in Turkey Ik was 
re-elected President on May 14. 1954. He paid 
State visits to Pakistan. Lebanon, Iran and Jordan 
in 1955, 


He speak.s a little French, He is married and has 
three children. M. Bayar, though over 70, made a 
rapid recovery from an internal operation in April 
1955. which was conducted by Mr, Millie. an Irish 
surgeon. 

1 here were rumours in 1955 of differences between 
I he President and (he Prime Minister and the view 
was fairly widely expressed that M. Bayar had 
engineered the Cabinet crisis of November 1955- 
Spjicc i hen. however, there hav; been no signs of 
any rift and M. Gayar b-is frequently accompanied 
the Prime Minister on proi incsal speech-making 
fours, li has-also beep s,-4d that M. B.iyar would 
ItriL to see more wcutivc powers concentrated in 
the 3’reside m’- hands bui that be feds himself too 
old to enter into a struggle to achieve this for himself. 


24. Kay k an. Mu simmer. 

A graduate of Istanbul University, where he 
studied in the faculties of Law and Economics, he 
was on the teaching staff [here for a time. He 
then specialised in International Law and Foreign 
Affairs at Columbia University. For five years 
he worked for the United Millions, returning [o 
Turkey in February' 1954. 

In May 1954 he was involved in an Flection 
dispute ever his candidature at t^anakkalc. He 
was elected on the list of Democrat Party candidates, 
but was asked by [he Prime Minister to stand down; 
he acquiesced. He was appointed Director-General 
of the Turkish Press. Broadcasting and Tourist 
Department in place of Dr. Alyot. hi his first 
weeks he clashed with his own staff and with foreign 
correspondents, In 3 954 he look a dislike to Reuter's 
(British) correspondent in Turkey. and white in 
London personally intervened with the agency to 
secure his recall, lie has largely purged the Press 
Department and Radio of officials alleged to be pro- 
P R.P. 

M Baskin is ambitious. Unpleasant, and a 
xjsnophobc. Rut he has so far been helpful to this 
Embassy, although he m only allowed by the Prime 
Minister and the supervising Minister of State to 
take minor decisions, Me speaks good English. 


25+ Baiur. Yustf Mikmtt 

Bom in Istanbul about ISS2 and educated at 
Galatasiiray, be entered the Turkish Foreign Service 
ami served in Paris, Berlin. Loudon, and in the 
Ministry, Appointed Mini ter in Belgrade in 1925. 
he became private secretary to the President of the 
Republic jo 1927, Ambassador in Knblll from 1928 
1932 and Secretary-General of the Presidency of 
rite Republic from 1932 to 1953. when he "was 
elected Deputy for Manssa, He was soon appointed 
Minister of Education, but resigned In 1934. 
ostensibly to devote himself to historical studies. 

In 3 946 he joined the Democrat Party, but left in 
3 448 to join the National Party, of which he was 
chairman in 1450 to 1951. Defeated in ihc 1950 
general elections, he remained editor of the National 
Party newspaper Kitdrct until it ceased publication in 
July 195], 

A severe critic or the Democrat Government, 
whom he accused of authoritarianism at home and 
rashness abroad. M- frayur steadily opposed religious 
reactionary tendencies in the National Putty, When 
there tendencies showed their strength at the 195) 
Party Congress he tried to commit his colleagues 
publicly to Kenudism, failed, and resigned from the 
puny Fleeted an Independent Deputy in thi- 
Democratic Party list in May 1954. M. Bayur still, 
froni tinle to time, speaks in the Assembly a ea East 
religious reaction 


26. Bel e*, FUarct 

Born about 1906. a career diplomat who has 
.served in London, He hus been Secretary - General 
of the Presidency of the Republic ■■’nee curly 1955. 
He was previously President Bayar's Chef dc Cabinet 
and acting Secretary-Ceneral. Personally devoted to 
President Bayar and known to be concerned ut the 
weakness of the Presidency in relation to the 
Executive headed by a forceful Prime Minister with 
u docile Assembly, he is probably a conscientious 
and able official, but it fe doubtful whether he has 
much influence. 

Ik- appears to be in delicate health. Married to 
the daughter of a former Foreign Ministry official. 
Bosh he and his wife speak good English and French 
and are friendly and agreeable. 

27. ik-lc, KtTet, General 

Born .it Traovo >ti 18-81. he first achieved fame as 
the defender of Ga^a in 193 6. and was a Corps 
Commander in Palestine in 191&. He became one of 
Mustafa Kcnull s chiet commanders in the War of 
Independence. He held office as Minister of the 
Interior. Minister of National Defence and Gov error 
of Thrace. 

Elected deputy for Istanbul in 1923 he opposed 
the Republic and supported the Caliph. He later 
became one of the leaden; of a new- Progressive 
Party, In 1426 he was mod for conspiracy against. 
Atatiirkfe life but Was acquit led. 

Ife was elected Independent deputy for Istanbul 
in 3 935 and again in 3 947. but he lost his seat in 
1950, However, he remains on good terms vutlr the 
Democrat leaders and is still Turkish representative 
on the Advisory Commission of the United Nations 
Near East Relief and Works Agency, e.i which he 
was appointed in 3 949, 

General dele, who was one of the most able of 
the Nationalist biicri, is a vivacious and pleasant 
old gentleman. His prestige is sti!i high, but lie 
belongs to the past. He is not often seen in Turkey 
nowadays: he seems to he settling down in Beirut 
and his health is said to be failiDg- He speaks 
French, 

28. Helen, kahri. General 

Born ut Bolu in I §42, He was educated at the 
Istanbul Military Academy nrid took part in the 
Balkan War, tin* First World War and the War of 
Independence. He afterwards held a number of 
staff appointments, taught at the War Academy. 
aiu3 wrote a number Of book* on military history. In 
1950 he resired from the army to stand as Democrat 
Party candidate for Bolu, wus elected and became 
Minister of Public Works in the first Democrat 
Government- He resigned in October 3450 for 
reasons of health, though !:e had had differences with 
hsv colleague*. He has since opposed the Govern¬ 
ment. and in particular the Prime Minister, in the 
Democrat Party Parliamentary Group, Elected a 
Deputy in May 3 954. He speaks only Turkish. 

He was pur up by dissatisfied "delegates us a 
substitute for R.elik feoraltan L^v.) us Democrat 
Party candidate for the Grand National Assembly 
chairmanship, at the Democrat Parly Parliamentary 
Group meeting m October 1955, Ife col a number 
of votes but M Koraltan was subsequently re-elected 
in the Grand National Assembly by 38 3 vote's m |. 

29. Re fee. Hurhail. 

Bom in 1899 he was educated at the Cabtasaray 
I.ycec and in Germany at Munich and Kassel. Fur 
a time he iv«s private sccretaty to the President and 
in the early thirties acted iss Anatolian Agency 
correspondent in the Balkans. From 1933 43 he 
was Director of the Press Bureau under the Ministry 


of the Interior and. after leaving the public service, 
joined the Democrat Party in 1946. working for them 
£ts a journalist in Izmir as editor of the newspaper. 
D^moLrat Izmir. He left the paper in E94W as the 
result of a difference with ibe party leaders atid in 
1949 became a contributor to the Istanbul daily. 
Yem Istanbul. 

Just before the General Election of 19533, he left 
the Democrat l*uriy and during the election campaign 
strongly supported the F.R.p. The Party's defeat 
at the polls was a severe blow to his prospects and 
he disappeared from the public view for some time, 
Adrian Mendures, however, still retained ,i gtxxJ 
opinion of him and He is now back in full favour as 
a member of the board of control of the government 
organ, Zafer, recently acting as editor-in-chief, and a 
regular broadcaster, En 1954 he proved an exacting 
and querulous leader of ft group Of Turkish 
journalist--, who were yurMs of Her Majesty a Gov¬ 
ernment on a visit to ihe United Kingdom", though 
he has shown evidence of the visit's educative effect 
upon him, 

An experienced journalise, he is capable and 
intelligent and enjoys the friendship and patronage 
of the Prime Minister. Formerly married to the 
Hungarijn film actress. Tza-Tza Gabor: his present 
wife, who is his third, docs not appear in public. 
During hni varied cureer, he has not surprisingly — 
earned a reputation for unreliability and of being a 
turncoat. 

He is pro-British and speaks good English,. 
French and German. 

39, Kclger. Nihnt PusjiiI, Professor Dr. 

Burn in 3S82. A heart specialist. Ife- visited 
Lausanne with the Turkish delegation under Ismet 
Inonii, with whom he apparently quarrelled on 
questions of policy. He thereafter spent about 
fifteen years in voluntary exile, mainly hi France. 
After his return to Turkey he practised for *cutic 
years at Uiaobu] and also assisted in the Italian 
hospiuiE there, LEeeted a Democrat Deputy in 19511, 
he was appointed Mini-.ter of Health and Public 
Assistance in the first Democrat Government, but 
resigned four months later alter differences with the 
Prime Minister. En December 1950 he was elected 
President of the Red Crescent, and in November 
195: President of the Foreign .Affairs Committee 
of she Assembly. Turkish delegate at the Consul¬ 
tative Assembly of the Council of Europe, in 
September 1953, Not re-elected a Deputy in May 
1954. 

He whs ambitious and aspired to be Minister for 
Foreign Affait's. He appreciates cntcrtainineni and 
attention, ]-fe married to ail Egyptian and speaks 
good English and French. 

31, Ifetiderliu^lu, Vtif 

Bom in Ankara about 1905, he studied law ; n 
Istanbul and practised as a lawyer mist] lie was 
elected Mayor of Ankara soon after the victory of 
the Democrat Furty in the general elections of 1950. 
In 1951 lie was aho elected to the Executive Com¬ 
mittee of tile Democrat Partv, 

In 3 951 lie visited the united Kingdom at the 
invitation of the British Council and emtle back vcr v 
plc-i-ed with his reception there, En 1952 he attended 
an International Conference of Mayors in the United 
States, 

33. Bvrtgii. \1rhum Cenul 

Bona in Mesudiye in 1914. he studied law In 
Turkey and Switzerland and served in various posts 
in the Ministry of Justice, eventually rising to be 
Public Prosecutor h>r Ankara Elected Democrat 
Party Deputy for Ordu in 3 954, he eusilv headed 
the list for dcoiions to the Supreme Disciplinary' 










Coun.il of the Party. Appointed u Minister of Since 
Responsible for Statistics and Meleorological Affairs) 
in the 4ih Mendcrcs Cabinet in December 1955. 

It lias been imnosiblc so far lo Judge his qualities. 
He speaks French and German. 

33. Hirg>. Mubirrem Nuri 

Bom in Ltonfaui in 1 ^ 8 . be studied at Giibto- 
saruy, in Paris and in Geneva. A career diplomat, 
he ha? served in Washington,. Vichy and Madrid. 
Recalled to Angara, he was appointed successively 
head of the Co-ordination Depan mem. head ol the 
Consular Department, head of the Second Depart¬ 
ment. Assistant Nccrcurev-General and, at the begin¬ 
ning ot 1955 Under-Secretary of Slate rn the 
Ministry. 

He has attended several international meetings as 
Turkish delegate: and he has accompanied the Prime 
Slinkier and Minkter for Foreign .Affairs on official 
si^iis abroad; and he nearly always aeconip inics 
the Prime Minister and Foreign Minister on official 
visits abroad. He u i (ended the London Con tern nee 
on Cyprus in August 1955, and. with M. Era Ip 
tiy.v.). has been responsible for the production of 
most of She documents on Cyprus produced by the 
Turkish Government, tie headed the Turkish 
delegation lo the London Conference on Sue* irt 
August 1936. 

M. Birgi, who is of more than average intelligence, 
is. popular among his colleagues and with ihe Diplo¬ 
matic Corps He is inclined so push subtlety to 
I he point where action become difficult; but, his rise 
in tiie Ministry was rapid. 

in October 1954 he .succeeded M Ayikalirt 
as SecretaryTkoerjt]. having for some time can-ied 
most of the important work of the Ministry on hk 
shoulders, Secretary-General he has worked 

almost singk; handed, delegating very hide authority 
and thereby delaying the execution of routine 
business. Be works very closely with the Prime 
Minister and clearly enjoys his confidence. He has 
been very helpful to us. He speaks e see [’em French 
and ; 'ood Etngli-hi He is divorced from hi - wife. 

34. Ralukhn^i. Osman 

Born in Kirjehir in 19H, he studied law. He 
joined the Democrat Party soon after ils foundation 
in 194 ft, but quarrelled with [he party leaders and 
founded the National Party, of whose executive 
com mi i lee he is a member. In November 1949 he 
waii accused of plotting against the lives of lad ml 
and Rayar. was arrested, but was released after a 
few days owing to insufficient evidence. 

Elected deputy for Kir^ehir in the 1950 general 
elf Enins, he was the only National Party deputy in 
the Assembly. Played a leading pan in the 
formation of the Republican National Party early 
in 1 954. after (he ^upjpflesafcp of the NalRuiu! Party. 
He was re elected a Deputy in May 1954, He is a 
vehement and emotional but effective speaker, and 
he has frequently attacked ihe policy of the 
Democrat Government in the Assembly. He knows 
no foreign language, 

In 1955 he was stilt drawing audiences for his 
vigorous speeches and attack int: the Got;mmeni 
freely. In laic June he was elected chairman of the 
RNT. 

He is considered to he the ablest orator in 1 urkey 
and his personal popularity is out of proportion \o 
ihe power of his parly. He has so far failed lo 
respond to effort* by the Freedom Pnrty and the 
People's Republican Party to persuade the Repub¬ 
lican National Parly to join them to form a united 
Opposition to the Government, although he 
associated himself in a joint Opposition Communique 
in July 1956 condemning I he Government's 
undemocratic practice* 


35. Bo/knrt, Kcnta Lisin Admiral 

Born about [900, Awarded War of Independence 
Medal. Promoted Rear-Admiral in !947. Vice- 
Admiral in 1950 and Admiral in 1953. Formerly a 
gunnery specialist and keen small ship officer. Tie 
was Commander-in-Chief, Turkish Fleet, from 1952 
h' ]955 and is now Naval Member of the Ministry' 
of Defence Develop flic til Organisation which may 
well be his hsi appointment. Intelligent, energetic 
and hard working, and with great charm of manner. 
He seems very well disposed towards the British, 
Speaks lluem German and good English, Married, 
with one daughter. 


36, ElucIakiNp.Su, 3K.su t 

Born in BaLikcsir in 1 911 he studied law and served 
in various posts in the Ministry of Justice, after 
which I c practised as a lawyer in Baltkcsir Fiecicd 
Democnri Parti, Deputy for Balikcsir in I95t) and 
reflected in 1954. Has for same years been one 
of the Vice-Chairmen of the Grand National 
Assembly. Appointed Minister of Agriculture in 
The 4ih Meriilercs Cabinet in December 1955. lie 
has not so far shown any marked ability. 

Speaks only Turkish, 


37, Buryak, Rifkf Sathn 

Born in Ankara in 1913, he is a graduate of the 
School of Political Science, of which he is til ill a 
member. He was professor of diplomatic history 
there until his election as Democratic Deputy for 
Erzerum in 1950, In March 1951 he was appointed 
Minister of Customs und Monopolies. 

In October 1951 he was elected lo the Executive 
Committee of the Democrat Party, and inoon after¬ 
wards, following complaints that the Committee was 
packed with Ministers, he resigned from the Govern¬ 
ment and chose lo continue to serve on the Com¬ 
mittee. However, in April 1953 he wis brought 
b:tck into die Government as Minister of I Jucatiorr. 
He wav re-elected a Deputy in May 1954, but was 
replaced at the Ministry of Education by the former 
Minister of Slate. Cdal Yunlimci ti/.v 1 . He Is 
a regular contributor Lo Zitfer* the Government 
in mil h piece. and a member of the board of control. 
He i> married and has two children. 


3 S. Carini. Fuat 

Born about 1892 of Circassian origins widower. 

Started his career as a sub-Prefcct of Btwtmva* 
near Smyrna, towards the beginning of the First 
World War. Took part irt Hie War of Independence 
Deputy (o the first Grand National Assembly* 
Joined the Ministry of Foreign Affair*, Pul tn 
dispimibRitf on account of his marriage to a White 
Russian, lieadmiitcd lo the Mini-sirs of Foreign 
Affair*, thanks, it is believed, to die Intervention of 
the then Prime Minister, Ismet Iminij. Was, 
nevertheless, relegated to post* of comparntivclv 
secondary importance. Recalled 1 " the Ministry 
Lif Foreign Affairs after the death of his wife and 
put In charge of the Fourth Department. Sub¬ 
sequently consul-general in Barcelona. Appointed 
minister' to Jedda in 1945. Recalled after four 
months and appointed deputy secretory-general. 
Secretary-general from 1947 to 1949. when he was 
appointed ambassador as Rio de Janeiro. 

M. Carirn ri an u neon vein toned typ.: of diplomat; 
he is most critical and most candid. He is also quick 
in I he uptake anti clcar-hejded. 

Speaks French, Italian and Arabic. 


39. Caiu^oftlu. Munmmcr 

Born in Ku^udusi in Izmir in 1903, he is a 
qualified engineer. Hi has hud a very successful 
career a? a civil servant in the Mlnislrj of Public 
Works and was in charge of the departments 
Concerned with town planning, building, and 
roads, highways and bridge*. For two years 
M. G.LVLLyoetu was Under-Secretary in the Ministry, 
He was elected D.P. Deputy for Izmir in May 1954 
and appointed Minister of Communications in place 
of Gj acral L resin fr/A.). As he received a parr of 
hi. training in Germany, he had a preference for 
German railway und oilier equipment. He was 
however, favourably disposed towards I'nitcd 
Kingdom aircraft. 

He survived the Cabinet crisis of November 1955 
unu w - appointed Minister of Public Works us the 
4ih Mcndcres Cabinet, 

Married, with two children, he speaks German, 
French arid English. His wife is most intelligent, 
and Is an advocate for women’s right:-, in Turkey. 
Both M. C a vu§oilti ami bis wife pica- ml and 
friendly towards us. 

416 Cfbestiy, All Fual. Genera] 

Burn in Istanbul in I&&2. he is said to have both 
German arid Polish blood. Graduating fro pi the 
Military School in 1905. be was Military Attache: in 
Rome trom I90S to 1911. During the first world war 
he fought on the Palestine and Caucasus fronts. He 
was one of the Iiini to join Mustafa Kcnul and from 
ku 2 i to I *>22 he whs the faiter'i Ambassador in 
Moscow, where he negotiated Hie Turco-RuAsiars 
Treaty of (921, Elected deputy for Ankara in I -23. 
he soon became associated with the opposition to 
Lema! and in 1924 he. resigned from the People’s 
Party and became Secretary -General of the new 
Progressive Party. In I92fi he wa.-, tried for par¬ 
ticipation m the alleged plot against Kemal but was 
acquitted. He lived in retirement until 1933. when 
he wav elected Deputy for Konya. 

He was Minister of Public Works from 1939 lo 
504 ? Minister of Communications from. 3 943 
to 1940, In I94S he was elected President of the 
Assembly, but was replaced later in the scar because 
some elements in the Peopled Republicsn Party, who 
had the suppo t of the Preddent of tlic Republic, 
objecied to bis liberal disptvsiticm and his intimate 
re I a 1 torts with members of the Opposition. Just 
before the genera I elections of 1950 he resigned from 
rhe P.R.P. and was elected Independent Deputy for 
[ ski^ehtr with Democrat Party support. When the 
first Democrat Government was formed he hoped to 
become Minister of Defence or President of the 
Assembly, and was disappoinied when no appoint- 
nidfli was offered to him. In 1 952 he led ihe : urikish 
Parliumentery Delegation 10 ihe United Kingdom. 
Re-elected us an Independent Deputy on the D.P. 
list in May 1954. 

a Minister General GebcSoy was above the 
average. Parsimanious but agreeable and urbane, 
hi> testes arc essentially Lvropean. He likes bridge 
and is fond of die ladies. He speaks Freoch. 

41. Ctfikbay, Frtbi 

Barn in Burdurtn 1912, he studied law at Istanbul, 
'faking; up the academic profession, he eventually 
hecatite lle.m of (Ite School of Political Sciences irt 
Ankara. In 1950 he was elected Dertiocral Party 
depuij for Burdur, and in kprit 1953 he wav 
appointed Minister of .Slate, with the responsibility 
for co-ordinating the economic policies of the 
Government In May 1953 he became Minister of 
Commerce. He suffered a sliphE demotion in the 
Cabinet changes of May I 9 SJ following the elections, 
when he changed posis with ihe Minister of State 
Industries. Siiki Yfcrcali 
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M Gelikbiij became out of labour wiEh (he Prime 
Minister and lost his ptuce in rite Cabinet lo 
M. Atao^lu (^.v.l at the beginning of Dveenstkir 
1954, He tlten became prominent as leader of a 
small group of intellectuals in the Democrat Fatty 
who were campaigning for a repeal of “ undemo¬ 
cratic " laws- and specifically for more liberal 
iTCflimenL of the Press arid more independence for 
(he judiciary. He resigned from the Democrat Party 
in. the summer of 1955 und became one of the 
founder members of the Freedom Par^y of which he 
was. elected a Deputy Parliamentary Group Leader m 
December 3955, He has since proved himself an 
effective debater in the Grand National Assembly 
and the Prime Minister himself Jms frequently had 
to speak sn defence against M. Gvbkbu^s attack*- 
oil ihe Government's economic policy. 

Intelligent a fid critical, he is a sociable and 
cultivated man. He \% married and speaks French 
well. 

42 , G a $kun Sulih. f.ieut,-Cieu?ral 

Horn about IS9H. he .ras commissioned about 
]9|S ami served us .m infantry officer- From 1937 
to l9.vJ he at tended the German Staff Colic it. He 
wav colonel in 1946. brigadier in I ^47. Director of 
Military Training In 1950 and major-general in (951, 
In 1952 tie commanded die 28ifi Division an.J the 
following year served on the General Staff In 
November *1953 he headed the Turkish group at the 
Balkan Pact military talks at Belgrade. He was 
promoted Ueu tenant’genera I in August 1454. In 
April 1955 lie visfted Pakistan with the Turkish 
military delegation, he is 110 w r Chief of OfWrations 
and Training. Appointed Ading Deput> Chief of 
the General Staff in June 1956. 

General Qc^kun vometim.es appear? rather 
unpleasant and uncouth. His in spec lions are 
reported to fir thorough and efficient! bu he is 
probably oui of date in his tactical knowledge. He 
does not jtet on with British and American officers 
and in 1052 was guilty of gross discourtesy to the 
Miliian Attach^, was forced to mike 4 poloeies and 
was switched to another job, He is married and has 
some knowledge of French. Lately (I955i lie has 
seemed more friendly and one may attribute bis 
unenuth manner, at aflv rate ti> some evtcnl, 10 his 
language diflsculties. 

43, De^aer, Seflk IlihrdL Dr. 

Bom in Salonika in ISS7 of IXinme parents, he 
is a funaiical orthodox Marxist who wjs for many 
years ihe Secretory-General of the illegal Com¬ 
munist Party of Turkey, He became actively 
interested in communism in France during the first, 
World War ami, cm his return lo Turkey in 1919, 
he formed the Turkish Workers' and Peasants* 
Party, which acted as a screen for the clandestine 
activities of the Turkish Communis! Party In 1925 
he fkd to Russia and was sentenced in his absence 
to fifteen years’ imprisoninem. Returning to Turkey 
after (he amnesty in 1426, he again became active 
in building up the party. 

In December 1946 he was arrested and sentenced 
to live years* imprisonment and. although he was 
released during Ihe second amnesty in 1950, he was 
kepi under const tint police supervision. As a result 
of th ,£ > he retired from active party work in 1 95L 
handine. over (he direction of the CcnlraJ Committee 
to Zeki Bnstliwr (fl,v r ) and living quietly himself 
in fsiEwbuL where he practised professionally as a, 
specialist in venereal diseases. 

In February 1952 he was arrested during ihe 
general round-up of Communists. He v is tried 
wilh 1S4 accused and on October 7. 1954. si-nicnced 
to five years and ten months’ imprisonment. 
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44. Dcmircr, Arif 

Bern i ti Afyon in IWnL he entered Government 
service acid subsequently sonJi-etl economics ut 
Munich and Berlin Universities, In £939 he became 
Director-General of die State Airways and subse¬ 
quently Director-General of the Post?., Telegraph and 
Telephone Vtminisiraiion., EEected Democrat Party 
IX'puLj for Afyoti in 1954 and appointed Minister 
of Communications in the 4ih Mundercs Cabinet in 
December l w 55. 

M. Pcourer speak* French and German He is 
agreeable and is reputed so be a good technician in 
the ficM of communications. 

45. Dfctelfi Vedul 

B^rn at Diyarbckir in 1912. Educated at 
Gabia^aray and the Paris Law Faculty., Fleeted 
a PR P deputy for Dkiirbc.kir in 1946, In June 
I'M *-, 1 he was appointed" Minister of Economy and 
Commerce. In 145f) lie lost his seat but is stall an 
important member of the PR P 

As a Minister he wns very affable and friendly 
and did not seem to be as careful or suspicious as 
mnst Turks on first meeting. He is a doctor of law. 
married, with one child, lie speaks good French. 

46. DuIe^ Mithst 

Born, m 1S99 in Salihfi f,€geaiu. he is a graduate 
of the School of Political Sciences. Governor 
of n sub-district (J9233U); Inspector at the 
Ministry of Finance (until 1931). Chairman 
of the Inspectors' Committee at the Turkish Agri¬ 
cultural Bank (1932-38), assistant director-general of 
the bank. (1938 46), member of the board of 
directors. Central Bank (1946), assistant director 
general. Central Bank (1946-49). He was appointed 
director-general of the Agricultural Bank on 1st July, 
I95rt, after the DP. accession to power. 

An efficient administrator, Dtilge has played 
a prominent role in (he D.P. Government's 
policy for agricultural development throughout the 
country, especially by increasing the volume of 
agricultural credits to peasants and farmers. Diilge. 
who is on vci> good terms with the President and 
tliu Prime Minister, is married and speaks French, 

47. Duller, Rahftilir 

Burn in Istanbul in 1911* he was educated at 
GaJauisirav and the Istanbul Faculty of Law. A 
journalist by profes-dop, he wrote for several news¬ 
papers in Istanbul until he was elected Democrat 
depute for I rrurum in 1950. Since then he ha^ 
been a daily contributor to the official Democrat 
parly newspaper /aft'r. 

In 1952 he became temporary head of the 
Anatolian Agency, but was not u success and was 
replaced bv Serif \rzik f?.i .Htt August the following 
year. He‘retained his veal in the Assembly in May 
1954. He i.s naanicd and speaks French. 

46, fifotttriy*. Ziyad 

Born in Istanbul m lull, he was educated at 
Gaknasaray and the Istanbul Law Faculty, V/as 
proprietor of newspaper Tmv(r, which was strongly 
pro-German in sympathy during the greater part of 
ihe war. Was imsiHxvsduJ is independent Opposi- 
lion candidate for Konya in 1946, but was returned 
as Democrat deputy for Konya in 1950. Went to 
Strasbourg in I9?ft‘ 1951 mitl l fl 52 as a member 
of the Turktdi delegation in the Council of Europe, 
In November 1952 he was elected a member of 
the Foreign Adairs. Com mission of the Assembly. 
In May 1454 he was re-elected a Deputy. 

A tubercular subject. M Ebiutziya spent much 
time in Swii/cfLand during !947-48. He is^ a 
spendthrift and was an alcoholic, and effective 
control of bis new .paper Tmvir had already passed 


10 his colleague, Cihai Bubaii, before it ceased 
publication in October 1949. 

hi 1955 M. Ebuzziya was u^iEi a number of the 
Turkish Da legation to the Council of Europe and 
still Deputy for Konya. He was also a member ot 
the Executive Committee of the (inactive) fureo- 
Briti>h Parliamentary Group. 

Ln the summer ot 1955 he joined the Democrat 
Party dissidents led by M. £difcba^ (g.v.) arid 
resigned from the party. In December 1955 lie 
became one of the founder members of the Freedom 
Party and a member of its Executive Council. 

M. Lhu//iy:i is fairly intelligent but unstable. 
He speaks French and German well. Married to 
an at tractive French wife, who runs a book shop. 

49, Erne?, Sdim Kagip 

Burn in 1899 in Istanbul, he is the owner and 
editor of -Soil Pu.wjj. an Istanbul evening paper, and 
a D.R Deputy for Bursa, He studied at the 
Gala Lisa ray Lycee and graduated from Istanbul 
University Faculty of Law. During World War I 
he served as a reserve officer in Syria and Palestine 
and, after the cessation of hostilities, resumed hiis 
studies at the university, at the same time contri¬ 
buting articles to various papers, hie I«utided 
Sim Posta in 1031. He is favourably disposed to Her 
Majesty's Government but is occasionally critical 
of Britain’s trade policy towards Turkey. He speaks 
ffuenl French. 


F(i. Lralp, Urban 

Born about 1913, a career official, he has spent 
a lor of his Foreign Service career at the Ministry 
of Foreign AlTaiffi. In 1950 and 1951 he served 
on the Turkish Delegation lo the United Nations 
( one ilia Ton Commission fur Palestine and was. 
subsequently Counsellor at the Turkish Embassy in 
Loudon for aboui a year, Transferred! in early 
1953 to be Head of the Second Department at the 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs, where he still is. He 
accompanied President Bayar to America in 1954 
and M, Zoriu to.v.) to Bandoeng in 1955, He 
.o-i auended the London Conference on Cyprus in 
August 3 955 und the Suez Canal Conference in ]45u 
and frequently accompanies the Minister for Foreign 
Affairs on visit;, to foreign cuunlries. 

Maflkd m 1956 10 the ex-wife of one of bis 
colleagues, M Ertlp speaks almost perfect English, 
and is outstanding amongst die ofiieiak at the 
Ministry and is obviously a coming man. He is 
intelligent and capable and is probably one of the 
verv few otficials in (he MinisitJ whom the Secret ary- 
Gcneral eotisulls or important, matters. 

Ik is friendlv and social and plays excellent golf 
and tennis. He is also a good bridge-player 

5L Erdclhltat G«wrm1 

Born in 1995 at Edirne of a military family, he was 
tommbtiiwd about 19 U and was wounded on tin? 
Caucasus from in 1917. Between the wbts he 
pavwd through trie Sta.fi College. As lieutenant- 
colonel he served as Military attache m Tokyo in 
1931 and ,is Military Attache in London from 
November 1939 to August l l >43. B) 1945 he wav a 
brigadicr-geEter.il commanding the 35th Division. 
After promotion and two ocher divisional commands, 
he was appointed Head of the lurk?>h Liaison 
Mission in Tokyo in November 1951. He reached 
the rank ol liculeTWt’general in August I ■ - He 
accompanied President Bayur on his visit to tlw 
United St,lies in E'ebruary 1954, and sn May was 
Turkish Military Rcptescntaiive at (he Geneva 
Conference. In August 1954 he was appointed 
Deputy Chief of Staff. Appointed Commander. 


Second Army, in June 1956; and promoted (o full 
general in August 1456. 

General ErdelhUn is a smart soldier and a eon- 
ri derate commander, He has charm and tact. He 
has. been a successful military attach**, and is a 
conscientious and capable officer, ambitious and wii'n 
a knowledge of modem ideas acquired outside his 
country. He has a grea; admiration for tile British 
and has been helpful io the British Training Staffs 
in Turkey and to successive military attaches. 

General ErdelhUn spcak^ French* taiiiy good 
English, and German. His pleasant wife speaks 
English. 

52. Fr^in, fjicini 

Bum in (kbzr in 1913. he studied law and served 
in various posts in ilie Ministry of Justice until 1947 
ivhcn he resigned to take up private practice. 
Elected Democrat Party Depul", for Manisa an 1950 
and re elected in 1954. Elected one of the Vice- 
t oairmcn of the Grand National Assembly in May 
1 955 although he was not o flic icily iporsorcd by the 
Danpcrat Party General fiyactttive Council. 
Appointed Minister of State (responsible for land 
sculcmenl. refugees and immigrantsr and acting 
Minister of National Defence m the 4th Mcndcfts 
Cabinet in December 3955, 

M. Erg in, who speaks only Turkish, is friendly 
but generally unimpressive. He fins, however* taken 
some interest in improving ilie welfare of the armed 
forces. 


S3. Erim. Nihm 

Born at Kamura in I9 |2 and educated at the 
Gala rasa ray Lyece, studied law locally and 
at the Sorbonne. Lectured on inicnuitional Law 
at the School h 9 Political Science^, %vaa for some 
time lend adviser to the Ministry of Foretgn Affairs, 
and accompanied Turkish delegation to the San 
Francisco Conference in that capacity, 

Deputy for Kocadi until 1950, he was a member 
of the Turkish parliamentary delegation ini England 
in 1947 a Eld on his return he organised with Kasim 
Giilek the revolt of the thirty-live younger men, 
rebels of the Republican Party. 

Minister of Public Works 1948 49 and Deputy 
Prime Minister and Minister of State ]949 50. Lost 
his seat in the 3 950 general elections and failed 
again in May 1954 

M Hrim. originally a protege of hmet Inonii, is 
an active, vocal and controversial member of the 
1* R.P. When the official patty organ f "n.t was 
confiscated he moJc hi- own paper Tom' Vfitx its 
substitute (until the reappearance of /.'hn in June 
1955) In J954 he carried on a violent dec)ioncoring 
campaign which embarrassed some sections of bis 
own p.irty, Me was lined far the misdeeds of hr- 
paper hut escaped imprison mem. 

At the licstinning of 3 955 fie changed his tactics 
abrupt I > (partly no doubt Lo sau* his skin), hob- 
nobbed with the iTinie Minister whom he had 
previously vilified as a Potrti>likc dictator, and p-iv-cJ 
as a mediator between the leader of the P.R.P, and 
the Government. This caused controversy in his 
party, which at first rejected tEic policy lit* advocated, 
accusing him of insincerity and self-imprest: ihcre 
have been repeated threats of expulsion. In fact a 

f >has? of better inter-party relations followed, bui 
asicd only u few months: by June 3955 the leaders 
of the two principal parlies were again at lugger- 
heads and M. Frim's policy was discredited. During 
1955 he continued personally lo he on good terms 
with tin Prime Minister, and his relationship w-ith 
\1 tn&nO suffered correspondingly. He now holds 
no office in the People's Republican Party 
organisation, 
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54, Erkin, Feridun Ctmil 

Born in I$98 and educated at Istanbul, he was 
at first destined for a business career, In 1924, 
however, through the influence of M. Sarscoglu (to 
whom he owed his later advancement) he cn)creii the 
Turkish diplomatic service and from then unlit 3942 
he served in Lundoa Berlin and Beirut, and 
accompanied M. Saracoglu on various missions. 

Us ]943 he was appointed Secretary -General in the 
Ministry, and in he was Chi^f Adviser to the 
Turkish delegation :o San Francisco. In 1947 he 
was appointed Ambassaifar in Rome, and in 194S 
Ambassador in Washington. In June 1955 he was 
transferred to Madrid and replaced by .l colleague 
with economic experience. Haydar Gurk 

M, Erkirt, w v bo enjoyed tlie confidence of President 
Inonli. was expected to 3o^; hi:v post wltcn the 
Democrats came to power in 11950. but he soon found 
favour with the Democrats also, Orsc of Turkey's 
:noM Intelligent diplomats, he is vain and sensitive. 
He is also apt to he a pessimist and ati alarmist. (3e 
is married to a Bagdad lady with expensive lastcs 
.rad a cooi me no -soprano voice. 


55. Erkmen* ffayrettiu 

Horn in Tircboju in 1 9 35 . he wxi educated at the 
Istanbul School of Political Sciences studied 
economies in Geneva and taw in Lausanne. Until 
his election to the Assembly as Democrat deputy 
for Giresun in 1950, he was an Assistant Professor 
of Economics at the University of Istanbul. In 
April 1953 he was appointed Minister of Labour, 
Reappointed May 1954, He is merely a sole 
nominee of the Prime Minister, occupying a delicate 
position, where he is without tiny reaf power or 
significance. Unmarried, he speaks French nud some 
English.. 

He resigned with the rest of the Cabinet in 
V'vembcr 1955 and was not given a Ministerial 
post in the new Cabinet, 

5a, Ksenbd. MVlih 

M, Ewnbd i'i about 50. He was educated at the 
ihe Galfltasarav Lyeafc and pt the Law Faculty of 
Lcanbtil Uriiverity. He joitied [hi Titrkish I oreign 
Service in 1936 as a junior secretary and served at 
the ConsuMc-Gencral in Paris in 3 939. returning to 
work in the Protocol Department in 1943. In 1945 
he was First Secretary in Washington and became 
Coun-itlor Id 1950. irs 195 2 he returned L' the 
International Economic Affairs Department of the 
Ministry of which Ik* laxr became Director-General. 

In June 1954 he was promoted Minister and 
became A'-*, is cant Secretary-General for Economic 
Affairs In titi-c capacity he has worked in close 
touch with Turin Riblu 'Zorin ti/'.v.s. His methods 
of negotiation have not endeared him to the 
Americans, Hb subordinates find Irtm hard to 
please, but (bey reaped him as a shrewd, competent 
and tenacious bargainer. It is hard to pin him down 
to a firm Statement and hold him to it. 

He is allegedly unpopular amongst his colleagues 
and has a reputation for general unpleasantness but 
suems personally well disposed to us; He acts as 
SG-retury-Cteneriil in M Birgi’s (c/.u.) jb. 5 encc, 

57. tjdn, Seyfalfah 

A senior member of the Turkish Foreign Sen, ice, 
M. Lsm was bom about l 41 Dri and educated at the 
Gatetnsaray Lyotte and in Germany, After being a 
junior secretary in Washington in id36 hs served in 
the Cabinet tlu Miniscre in 193?, In [939 he 
served in Rue nos Aires and later in Tokyo, where he 
married. He was transferred to Stockholm in 1943 
and back to Ankara in 1944, In 1946 he was a 
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Turkish delegate to the United Nations and head 
of ihe First Department m the Ministry. 3n I'M 1 ? 
he became the tirst Turkish representative in Tel 
Aviv, a & Char# dVUfaires with the rank of Minister. 
In 19J2 he o-eame Minister in Vienna and in 
September 1954 w as appointed Amba&ador in 
Moscow, In £955 he was one of several candidates 
considered inr the \acarn puss in London, But in 
the event lie -a ttuittfcrrod as Ambassador to Bonn, 

Both M. L.da and his wife- are- pleasant and 
friendEy. ,ind ^■e-aern >n their outlook. Both have 
cuiitvaiea tastes and spaik English, French and 
German will. M. Esin was helpful to the Embassy 
while at thj Mini sir 

58, llsmer, Alacl ^iikrii 

IkTin in I$90 of Turkish Cypriol origin and 
educated at Columbia University, he is a journalist 
by profession. A contributor [c Vakil after the first 
leorld war. and chid editor of JSf?i Sam in 192ft. lie 
wms editor of MiiHytt in the thirties, and j person 
of considerable importance in the journalistic 
World, 

Elected Deputy for Istanbul in I9J9. he has since 
w>iLed Hi? ■ nited Kingdom and the United Slates 
scyera! jjjues, After the war he became foreign 
editor Os Vita and an 1*347 lie wj> appointed head of 
the Furkjih Information Office in New York, In 
L9TJ he became dirtraLor-general of the Pres* Bureau, 
Having unsuccessful I $ contested Ankara us P.R.P. 
candidate in the 1950 elect ions he hud io resign 
from the Press Bureau and became Professor of 
Diplomatic History at the School of Political 
Scj,--!v\’. He js .An diplomatic correspondent of 
t tux. \ meniher of the Turkish Press deiegti- 
Lon to ihc United Kingdom in September 1953. 
A" unsuccessful candidate in the general ejections 
in May 1954,. 

Western an outlook, and particularly pro- 
American, M. Esmer looks considerably less than 
hi"- ag& A keen student of foreign affairs, in which 
tic is widely read. He has a tendency lo delect the 
remnants of irapcrialisrti " in British foreign policy. 
He has, however, hecii sound in his commentaries on. 
Lhs Liunis quenion, following an educative visit to 
Cyprus in 1955, and has since shown a generally 
more friendly and sympathetic altitude io Britain. 
He became chairman of the Turkish branch of the 
Atlantic Association in January |95b, 

lie speaks excellent English and French and 
Vi';Ows Hii'i: Gvrnun. I [is Finnish wife speaks qood 
English, 

59, Etc. MuhBs 

lli'rn in 1904. tie studied economies and holds 
.i German univershy degree. LVom 1930 to 1939 
he held varimu uejdem.it pnAi in Ulanhul leaching 
political econruny and financial legislation. money 
mid stalivtics on which subjects he has published a 
fmnibiT of treatises. Formerly a member of the Super- 
v?siiiL! Council of the Prune Mini-.ter'a Department. he 
wa*_ elected Democrat deputy in 1950 and became 
Minister of Sij:e Industries'in the first Democrat 
Government. In the Cabinet reshuffle of March 
|9M lie Etch me Minister pi Commerce and 
Economv, In June 1951 the Prime Minister, wishing 
to reshuffle In■ Cabinet, invited him to return to the 
Ministry of State Industries, M, Etc (upk this as a 
slight and resigned, Re-elected a Deputy, May 
I l U4. Also elected ,j Vice-President of the Con¬ 
sul tame Assembly of the Council of Europe. 
May 1954, * 

A knowledgeable and capable Minister, but rather 
vain and pedantic. He often criticised State 
monopoly during the P.R.P. administration and was 
largely responsible for formulating the Democrat 
Pafu policy of transferring Slate industries \o private 


enterprise. He speaks French and German and i 
very little Jl sag I oh., and his wife speaks English, 

He resigned from the 3>,P in late 1955 arid. after 
Sume delay, joined inc Freedom Parly, on whose 
behalf he has since been prominent in economic 
debates an the Grand Kali on j I Assembly. 

W. Fenik, Manna/ Faik 

Bom in Ihtaubu! in I9i>4. A graduate of the 
Istanbul faculty of law. he took up journalism 
early and worked cm iIil- stall of >cvcral Istanbul 
newspapers, in i937 lie moved to Ankara to become 
the principal ‘.ub-editur or Utu. i. After the si lining 
of the A nglo-Frcach-Turkisli Treaty of 1939. ho 
received! u special assignment from the People's 
Republican Para io write a history of the British 
Empire, which was widely distributed in ihc Pauly, 

In 194ft M- Fertile. who was no l-.*ng^r n supporter 
of the People's Republican Par;., was dismissed front 
Ulus and returned to Istanbul to work with YftJiruu 
f^.v.) Returning to Ankara in 1949, fie became i 
Democrat Party press officer and surted Ztijrr. 
which bus developed into the official organ of the 
Democrat Pari;., imprisoned for a pres* offence 
early in 1950. he was released after his election as a 
Democrat Deputy for Ankara in May 1950, 

In 1951 M. Fenik led the Turkish press delegation 
t.» the I lined Kingdom In November 1952 he was 
elected member of the Foreign Affairs Committee of 
the Assembly, Emotional and very touchy, he needs 
careful handling: sobie of his unbalanced leading 
articles have got him into trouble with his own party, 
many of whom can now sec that he is a liability. 
In 1952 be lost his exclusive cotnrol of Zaler. 
for which else Democrat Party appointed a committee 
of management He was reflected a Deputy in 
1954, He was ousted from Zafer in 1955- Hi* 
influence has diminished ns his favour with the 
Prime Minister declined. 

An average writer and an nudismrtguisbed editor. 
M. Fcntl; is a close friend of President Cclal Bayar. 
He has indulged in vicious attacks againvi us, notabh 
in connexion with our commercial differences with. 
Turkey. He finds writing difficult and is said to seek 
inspiration from the bottle. He Speaks French, His 
wife, also a journalist, was elected lo the Ankara 
Municipality in September 1950. 

61. Gcdik. N.imik 

Bom in fsmnbul in 1911, he studied at the 
Medical Faculty of Istanbul University and as a 
doctor specialised in internal discuses. Has for 
some years been .< specialist in the EB, section 
of rhe Haydjfp^a Hospital In Istanbul. Married 
with two children, M. Gcdik speaks French, He 
wa* l lee led D,P, Deputy for Aydin in 1950 and Was 
re-elected there in 1954. Appointed Minister of 
the Interior in May 1954 m succession to Elhem 
Mendcrcs ff/,v,k 

He resigned after Ihc rim. of S: mem her l L i5 5 and 
was repAicetj ,a ihe Min istiy of the Interior by Elhem 
Mendcies, Allhough apparently on good icrms with 
Ihc Prime Minister, he was not appointed to the 
4ih Mendcre* Cabinet in December 1455, Elected 
Leader of the Democrat Parly Parliamentary Group 
after the rcsigntuion of Dr, Burhancttin Orvat in 
May |95(i. 

62. Gidd. XaiJ 

Born in Vo:Erni in ]407. and educated a: the 
School nr Political Sciences and fn Paris, lie joined 
the Ministry of Interior md verved ju rhe provinces 
as well a, in \nkira, In 193ft he joined the Ministry 
-it Finunc: as assistoni accoumam, and by 1950 had 
ri*cn to be Director-General of ihc Treasury. In 
1953 he vv.iv appointed Assistant Undcr-SeCretary in 
the Ministry of finance and acting os Unticr- 


S^jeretarv until July, when he was appointed 
Director-General at the Central Bank, 

Personally charniifig and friendiy,. ire was 
uoiorimwly " Jilftcult' j:, DirectcrAjencral of the 
Treasury. J L rarely, and lisa wife never, seen in. 
society. He speaks jdod Frettch, 

63. (jbkay* taliritiiu Kerim 

Born About 1392 at Eski^cliir, Ehe son of a local 
merchant. Graduated from the Istanbul medical 
faculty in l t; 22 and later i-tudied menial diseases m 
Munich, In. 1916 he was appointed lecturer, and in 
1933 professor, of mcnLal 'disease* at the Istanbul 
medical faculty, A long-standing member of the 
People's Republican Party* he was suddenly 
appointed Va|i ..irad Mayor of Istanbul in 1949. 
He had tire wisdom to ret-ign frutn lire party on 
this appointment and has managed to retain his post 
m s,pjic of the Democrat Party's victory in the !45d 
genera! elections. In (he spring of 1953 he made an 
extensive tour of the Unued States at tire invitation 
of the State Department, Remained re* A’Tli after 
general elections in May 1954. 

Formerly president of the Green Crescent (the 
Turkish anti-alcoholic league) he is Still noted for his 
severity to drunk:. He is □ diminutive hut cacrgetk 
urui businesslike man, and he has shown himself to 
be an able if officious administrator, He has. 
however, been criticised for showing more interest 
in trip^ abroad ifian in the problems of Istanbul 
He is pompous but friendly. He speaks French and 
German and bis wife speaks English, 

He came well cm! of the Istanbul riots in Scp-uni- 
her 1955 although there were frequent rumours 
afterwards that the Government were going to make 
him a scapegoat, it was. however, generally felt 
that lie was blaniLlrss and lie Still survives as Vali 
LinJ Mayor of Istanbul. 

Paid art official visit to Paris m April 195ft, 

64. Gfflucuki, MwwITcr, Uenejal 

Genera! Gbkscnin vw:s borrt at Monastir in Ilj^9. 
He iotned the Army in 1415 and served as u 
cavalry officer in Palestine, where be was lukcn 
prisoner by the British forces. He returned to 
Turkey in’ 1920 and took rent in the War of 
Independence. After taking flying course* ai kmir 
and in France, he was made Director of Flying at 
the Aircraft School at Eskssehir, where he stayed 
from 1927 until 1947, From 1947 to 1^49 he was 
Under-Secretary for Air in the Ministry of National 
Defence and in 1950 he became Coninuinik-r-in- 
Cliief of the I’urkish Air Ftsrce. In ibai position 
he co-operated well with the United Stales Mission. 
He resigned from ihc Air Force owing lo a dispute 
over the Turkish Air Force Budget for 1953 54, 

In 1953 he was appointed. Governor of Izmir. 
Although bitterly disappointed at having to leave 
the Air Force, he was popular in his new poribon 
and active ju promoting the welfare of the Vilayet, 

In November 1954 ho was, appointed Turkish 
Ambassador in Bagdad, bui has not shown the ability 
needed to p!uy a full and constructive pari in the 
Bagdad Pact Organisation. 

Forecfui and hard-working a,* an officer. General 
GokyiMiin js very anglophlE and speaks l nglish well. 
For a Turk tic h.i: •• keen sense of humour. Has 
wife always accompanied him to social engagements 
in Ankara but was rarely seen in public m l^nur 
She speaks no English, He has a daughter who 
speaks some English, 

65. GJjMiirL Htlseyin Avni 

Born in Mgde In 1901, he studied Law anti was 
appointed lo the Council of State. He subset}iiemly 
studied law at Geneva and Berlin Universities, He 
then been me Professor of Civil Law at Ankara 


University and, m 3946. Under-Secrchary .a the 
Jdiniv.rj .9 Labour, Appointed Minister of Justice 
in :be 4th Merideres Cabinet in December 1955. 

M. Gvkturk speak* I ranch, German and some 
English. Although he is by reputation an honest 
and competent lawyer and not a rt Meudcres man,” 
he lias so far been completely subservient to the 
Prime Minister's wishes, especially over rhe summary 
dismissal of a number of judges, including members 
of Court of Cassation, in the summer of 195ft, 

66, Cork, Uuytfar 

Born in Istanbul in 1904 he studied m the 
American Robert College and later a!tended the 
faculty Of Political Science a! the L niversity of 
Paris, He entered the Turkish Foreign Service in 
1929 and .served in Moscow, Rome, Tokyo (1942) 
and Warsaw t'E94ft), He returned to Ankara in 
I9a9 and it; 1950 was appointed Director-General 
of the International Economic Affairs Department, 
In 1952 be became Deputy Secretary-General for 
Economic and Commercial All airs in which he has 
specialised. 

In June i954 Ire moved to the Presidency as 
Secretary -General with the personal rank (.4 
Ambassador, In May 1955 he was appointed 
Turkish Ambassador in Washington. 

M. (Kirk is rather taciturn but intelligent, and a 
tough negotiator. 

He speaks French and English. His wife is shy 
and undistinguished; she is Learning English. They 
have no children. 

Ii7» fJtili'k, Karim 

Bom at Adana in 1906 of a prosperous family* 
he studied economies at Columbia University and 
for a short time at Cambridge, He was deputy for 
Seyhan (Adana) until 1950 and front 1943 was a 
member of the Executive Committee of the P.R.P. 

Having helped to form the yming or •' liberal" 
wing of the P.R.P,, he was appointed Minister of 
Public Works m 1^47 and Minister of Communica¬ 
tions in 194$. He was dropped front the Gunahay 
Cahi.reT in 1444, probably owing to hi> l a,popularity 
with the Right wing of inc P.R.P. 

During 1949 he was a Turkish delegate to 
the Consultative Assembly of ihc Council of 
Europe and was later Chairman of ihc United 
Nations Commission in Korea. He lost Ins 
seat ni [he 1950 general elections but was soon 
after elected Sccreiary-Creneral of the P.R.P Since 
tlien he ha* been the party's chief spokesman nnJ 
organiser: his- popularity with lire rank and itJe 
of the parly was demonstrated at the 1952 Congress, 
w-hen, m spite of opposition from oihcr leading 
members of the party, he was re-elected seereiary’- 
gcncral. He has naturally come in for some 
criticism as a result of ehe failure of the pony at 
the 1954 polls, and he himself wa$ an unsuccessful 
Candidate. I Sul. in spite of a certain amount of 
opposition, he was re-eleetcd Secretary-General by 
an overwhelming majority at the Congress in 1956. 

M Giilek is a strong but controversial personality 
in has party, and though never openly disloyal to 
the leader. Ismet Tnofift. he clearly differ* from him 
strongly, especially over conduct towards the 
Democrat Party. I Tc was not in fat our of the tatties 
of moderation proposed by Nihai Erim L/.r.l in 
Jaiuiarj' 1955 while Ire was away on a lirelure tour 
in (Ire United Stales where he behaved with 
restraint. But his language wa« reasonably- eon- 
citialory until hy June it had become clear thul 
the Government hud nothing to oiler the Oppn‘tsition 
except fair words, He is at hk bcsi when 
condemning the aoti-democratic practices of ihc 
Mcndcres regime, but not so convincing when he 
attacks she Governments economic policy as he 












appears to Ii avt no constructive alternative sugges¬ 
tion. He constantly calls far economic planning 
and for Turkey w live within her means, and his 
recent speeches on the economic crisis have angered 
the Prime Minister. Die Government accused him 
, 1955 of causing artificial shortages and pnec 

increase-, hy propaganda, but he was eventually 
acquitted by the Court in I95(v In August P-D5 
lie was arrested twhich he greatly enjoyed) during 
a tour of the Black Sea coast and charged with 
casting do tints on die legitimacy of the Grand 
National Assembly at a Press conference. He was 
qu:.’-it) released, but in June !95o he was sentenced 
Iw l tie Court to one year's imprisonment followed 
b. four months' banishment to Bursa, He has 
appealed against the sentence, 

M. GUlek i s cultivated and imefUgcai, and very 
energetic, but he is often wild in his sLa[c.m'nEv A\ 
a Minister he was efficient and li^Spful to ust as an 
ambitious and unscrupulous opponent, he lias often 
provoked the Democrats grievously, but his extreme 
statement!* and clumsy lactic have sometimes made 
him look foolish, lie has recently become more 
irresponsible and less constructive in ho criticisms 
uL the Government ami is now the main "red rag' 1 
to the Democrat Party bull. Me speaks nine or ten 
languages, tndtiding excellent English, He is not 
married, 

63. Giinnhay, ^cmsciiin 

Born ui f 8S3, he was elected deputy for Sivas in 
3925. He became in 1930 a member of the Com¬ 
mittee of Public Construction of the Grand National 
Assembly In 1939 he was elected a vice-president 
of the G.N.A, and a professor of the Faculty of 
! tnguago, History ami Geography at Ankara 
University. In January 1949 he was appointed 
Prime Minister in succession to Hasan Saks. 

His undistinguished period of office was brought 
to an end by the WO general elections, in which 
die Democrat Pjrty were returned to power: he 
himself was elected P.R,P. deputy for Hr? mean, 

■ lid is chairman of the PR P, Disciplinary Com¬ 
mittee, 

Early in 192? M. Giinaltay suggested some 
important changes in the FR.P. organisation. but 
these were resisted by ex-President Unarm, 
M. GtinaUuv threatened to leave the P.R P, and 
form .i new party, but the breach was averted and 
by she summer of 2953 he was again in the good 
graces of I non it and the party and his influence 
hud increased Not re-elected in May 1954, 

M. Giinaltay came into prominence again in June 
1955, causing controversy and dissension in the 
P.R.P,. when he publicly criticised its administra¬ 
tion .md conduct as an Opposition party, ;srtd 
subsequently resigned from bis important party 
office JU chairman of the Disciplinary Council. His 
criticisms implied that he favoured a more moderate 
policy, His name was linked with that of Nihat 
Erini fr?,i\h and there were again reports that he 
would try to set up a new party. It does not seem 
that he ha* sufficient following to attempt this. 

He was the vole opponent to M. IrtSni* for the 
Laefership of the People's Republican Party at (he 
Congress in May 1956, but received only one vote 
fM, InmuTsi 

Speaks Arabic. Persian and some French, and was 
known ai one time for h is fervent devotion to the 
Moslem religion, 

69, fiurell, Enver 

Bom in Burhaniye in [9)4, he u a graduate of the 
School of Political Science in Ankara. He served in 
\ irinuc commercial departments of the Government 
until he was elected Democrat deputy fn-t Rahkcsir 
in the general elections of 19511. 


In Juni H52 he was appointed Minister of Com¬ 
merce, A rather unstable character, he was 
emotionally upset by Britain’s failure to buy Turkish; 
and in March 1953 ntr made a wild ami violent state¬ 
ment threatening to retaliate on British goods. 

He resigned in May 1953. No reason was given : 
he was probably at loggerheads with the'Prime 
Minister. Re-elected a Deputy in May 1954, In 
1955 he was a member of the group of dissident 
D.P Deputies Jed by Felhi Gdikfefif und he 

eventually resigned from the Democrat rarty and 
became one of the founder members of the Freedom 
Party, tie was elected JNiput) Leaner of ihe Party 
in December Im 55 and .* member os the Executive 
Council. 

70, llikmct, Narim 

A leading Furfcish Marxist Aged about SO. Is 
the most ti&tin^uiHittJ mssdem Turkish poet after 
Yahya Kemal, who is the representative of the 
traditionalist, school. Is a nephew on liis mother's 
side of General All Fuat Cebesoy und has both 
German and Polish blood. Has written much poetry 
amt one or two novels which arc greatly admired in 
furfcey and circulate secretly among ninny non- 
Communists, t clal Hayar, who was Prime Minister 
to 1937 when Ma/im Hikmet was condemned to 
twenty-nine years 1, penal servitude, once stated that 
he always kept Nazim Hikmet's poems by his bed. 

Na/im Ifikmct was condemned by court-martial 
in J 957 for spreading Communist propaganda among 
officers, and at. ihc same time a number of young 
officers were shot- He was sent to serve the first 
part of hi* sentence in the hold (if the battleship 
Selim Ynriiz- There he contracted tuberculosis and 
through the influence of powerful friends was trans¬ 
ferred to Bursa jail. Several tin successful attempts 
were made to get him released, particularly by 
General Ccbesov tr.r.v.? and M. Yalman (q.v.). 

He was finally released under the general amnesty 
of 1950, and lived quietly in Istanbul until June 
1951. when he escaped through Rouuliinia to 
Moscow He is (he nominal leader of Ihe Turkish 
Coen mini iiES in exile and a prominent Peace 
Partisan. He attended the Berlin Youth Festival 
and the Warsaw Congress of the International Union 
of Students in (951 He also represented Turkey 
at the World Peace Council meetings in Berlin 
{1952k Peking (1952). Budapest (HS-lk Vienna 
(1953) and East Berlin (1954). In 1954 he was 
appointed a member of the World Peace Council 
Bureau, He still broadcasts from behind the Iron 
Curtain, and in 1955 intervened in this way in the 
Cyprus question. Articles of his are also published 
in the Cominform journal, (he Xrw Times, He 
visited Warsaw in 19?(> with /ekeriyn Sertel(another 
Furkish Communist) at the invitation of the Polish 
Peace Defenders' Committee. 

71, Husmmu Uadi 

Bum in GmnU^haitc in he studied political 
science at Ankara University and served for many 
years in various posts in the Ministry of Finance, 
Became Director-General of the Ministry of Finance 
in 1942 and Director-General of Monopolies in 1949, 
Elected Democrat Party Deputy for Istanbul in |950 
and re-elected in 1954. Since his election he has 
served on thi: Grand National Assembly Budget 
Commission anti was the Commission's rapporteur 
during (he Budget Debates. Appointed Minister of 
Customs and Monopolies in the 4th Mcndcres 
Cabinet in December 1955. Speaks French, 

72, fieri, Terfik 

Bom ]9[2 Studied engineering and held various 
technical posts in the Ministry Of Public Works. 
Heeled Democrat deputy for Sanisutt ir« 195(1 lie 


was appointed Minister of Corn mu mentions in the 
first DemountE Government, aM was transferred to 
Education, to replace M Bagman (r/-V.) three months, 
later. 

An extreme nationalist. M. Ileri spent much 
energy iu rid 4 j rig the schools of those suspected of 
fellow-travelling Hi-, zeal to promote religious 
education made hiin unpopular with the intellectuals; 
and he was forced to resign in April 1953. largely 
on account of his encouragement to the Association 
of Nationalists, which had been convicted of 
extremism and suppressed, Re-elected a Deputy 
in May 1954. and elected Deputy Chairman of the 
National Assembly. He is eiiergeiie and. stubborn 
but not very bright. 

73. IlEiirt, Ned im Vessel 

Born about a899. Member of Turkish diplomatic 
service. Was for many years on stall of the Turkish 
Consulate at Geneva and thereby closely associated 
with the permanent Turkish delegation. Returned to 
Ankara and From 19?9 until 1944 was private secre¬ 
tary to M, Sarauo£3u_ Became Diroctor-Gener.il of 
the Press Bureau with the rank of Minister in 1944. 

In March 1948 he was appointed Turkish Minister 
at The Hague, but was hastily recalled after a scene 
over his official invitation to the Corona item of On«n 
Juliana <M. I Ik in appears to have been rather siupiti 
and the Duieh excessively prouwalaire) and in 1949 
he was appointed Turkish Minister at Brussels, In 
autumn 1952 he was appointed Isrst Turkish 
Ambassador to Iraq, .md transferred to Prague in 
December [9?i. 

Ms llkin j.-, a stcidy. competent, though rather 
featureless, official. He probably lacks drive. He is, 
however, well disposed and in principle willing 
enough to co-operate. 

74. IndnLi. Ismcl. General 

Bom in Izmir in 188 > ami brought up in Mulaiya. 
where his father was a minor official Educated at 
the Military College, he served in Thrace and the 
Yemen und joined the General Siatf in t9J4, In 
1915. he w r as Chief of Stall of the Caucus-j.H army, 
and he scn'cii m Patcslinc in 19|7 and 191K. Jm 
he joined Mustafa Kemat and soon became 
his Chief oF Staff, 

After the defeat of die Greeks lie wj$ appointed 
Minister for Foreign Affairs and its such signed the 
Treaty of Lausanne (at which he had been chief 
Turkish negotiator) in [923 He was Prime Minister, 
with one short break at the end of 1924. from 1923 
lo l L D7 Since 1923 he has aTo been Chairman of 
the P.R P. During his p.-riod as Prime Minister he 
paid official visib, to Moscow and Rome m 1932, 
to Soli a in 1923 and to Belgrade in 3 937. In 1937. 
loo. he represented Turkey at the C oronation; of His 
M Kin:' George VI Ufi.',; eiilidsed. oi 

thought to Ire* in disagreement with AUtltirk. lie 
triumphed over all his critics until autumn 1937 
when he resigned and was succeeded, as Prime 
Minister by Celal Bayar. 

On the death of AtatUrk in [938 he was. elected 
Prcsidciit of the Republic, He soon dismissed from 
power several of the wilder members of A la bilk's 
entourage, and i! was generally lbought that he wa^ 
responsible for the rivtTaiion of a number of 
financial scandals which resulted in the rod gnat ion 
of Celal Bayar and ihc dismissal of a number or 
Government officials in l l> 3 M 

During the second no rid war he showed himself 
n supporter of the pro-British policy initialed by 
Ataturk. and Iris meetings with President Roosevelt 
and Mr, Churchill in Cairo in December 1943 gave 
him much personal pleasure. 

During 1°4> he came to the conclusion (hat there 
was no adequate successor to himself head of a 
one-parly Government anj that a two-party system 


must be inaugurated and an Opposition party 
educated up lt> its responsibilities, However, he was 
alarmed at the unexpected strength which the 
Opposition showed during the electoral campaign of 
DHti, ami he allowed interference with the declion^ 
in favour of the K.R.P. 

In the free general elections of 1950 which 
resulted in the over whelming defeat of his party, he 
was himself returned by a small majority in M a Liya. 
He remains chairman of the P.R.P. and leader of 
the Opposition in, the Assembly t though the party 
no longer regard his will as absolute), 

In his army days Jnonu was regarded as an excep¬ 
tionally capable and indefatigable stall officer, and 
much of dig credit for the defeat of the Greeks in 
1922 must go to him. At Lausanne he showed him¬ 
self a stubborn but able negotiator. He was prepared 
to execute Ata lurk’a reforms thoroughly and 
relentlessly, As President he had neither the great¬ 
ness nor the popular appeal of AmtUrk, and his 
respectable domestic life was [css colourful. Never- 
the less, he enjoyed grail r^pect and his word was 
law. 

The measure of hss unpopularity was shown la 
(he general elections of 1950. Once he was out of 
office his enemies began lo blacken his reputation, 
buL he retained his position as an elder statesman 
in spite of this and of his evidently fading powers, 
His campaigning prior to (he May 1954 general 
election (In which he kept his scat as a Deputy) was 
curiously inept and his mmifl criticisms of the 
Government had little popular appeal, being directed 
chiefly against the measures tor attracting and 
factHiating foreign investment. His repute also 
suffered in a series, iff acrimonious exchanges with 
M. Menderes, Nevertheless. M. lndnu is still ,i 
national figure and must personaliy have attracted 
veiy ninny of the voles cast for his defeated party. 
He appears to have irlilc more la irfTer now, and 
has not been able (o pul forward any real alternative 
to the present Government, 

In ilu; spring ol 3955. fullowing manoeuvres by 
Ni!iat Erim l^.vj towards a drtt'iu? between the 
P.H..P. and the P.P., die Frime Minister made 
conciliatory gestures towards M, lndnti and for a 
short time they were outwardly on terms of 
cordiality, But bj mid-summer acrimony and 
bitterness had reiurncd and h was clear that, 
fundamentally, nothing had changed. Since then 
their relations have deteriorated further. M. Inouu 
Quacked Lhe Prime Minister .strongly in connection 
with the riots of September 1955 and has been out¬ 
spoken m fm criticism of Government policy Lin all 
other major issue*. Although he has- no practical 
alternatives to offer, his utterances are generally 
Statesmanlike and untainted with demagogy, and he 
slil I .commands a good deal «f respect in the Grand 
National Assembly. He was unanimously re-elected 
chairman of the People's Republican Party at ihc 
Congress in May 1956. 

He has been a consistent friend of Britain, and 
is a wise and cultivated man. Unruffled and 
courteous, he suffers front desifness. which he 
probably imds convenient at limes. He is married 
and has three children. 

75, K ;.! Ell Iht, Emin 

Born in Salonika in 1902, he studlied at the Sdiool 
of Political Sciences in fsianbul, specialising in 
Finance and Economy. He was a chief inspector 
at the Ministry Of Finance until May 1950, when 
he was elected Democrat Party Deputy for 
Gan-ikkalc. During the 3 952 budget debates he 
iiKik a leading part during lhe Committee slage 
and together with his friend. Fcthi CcBkba^ (g.v.1. 
strongly criticised the Gmernmcnt poticj r , 'fhc (wo 
men concentrated their altack on Samel ACaoHu 
(,vr i and, although (he Prime Minister offered both 









new Ministerial appoiniiutnls, (hey refused to enter 
[he Cabinet until Samel had Keen dismissed. The 
Prime Master shortly afterwards met their request 
and M, Kulafai heccime Minister of Customs and 
Monopolies in April 1953. He Was reap pointed on 
the formation of the new Government in May 1954 
when h: retained his ue.it 41 Canakkale, 

A member of the Executive Committee of the 
DteUflctai Party, M. Kulafat is a diminutive but 
cn ere die man, well ihooghl of by the leaders of 
the Democrat Parly. He has always been eort- 
sitfered a moderate and is said 10 be concerned 
.11 the present course of Gen cm mem policy', lie 
survived the Cabinet crisis of November 1955 and 
was appointed as Minister of Slate, responsible 
principally for Press affairs, in the 4i!i Men defer. 
Cabinet. He k married nod speaks Turkish only. 

7A KapioK Osman 

Born in I'j'.'iili in 1915, he studied to France 2 nd 
Germany, soon became a prominent Inner in 
Izmir and was chief leader writer in the newspaper 
Ih^noiraf ts_mir r Elected Democrat deptuj for 
Izmir in I95i>. he is a member of the Foreign Affairs 
Committee of the Assembly and a Turkish delegate 
to the ConsultsLhc Assembly of the Council of 
Europe since 1950, In September 1952 he wus 
nominated Minister in Brassets but he refused the 
appointment ^nd in November 1952 he was elected 
deputy chairman of the Democrat Party Purlin- 
rmnlury Group. Appointed a Minister of State in 
Mai, 195-C he was responsible for Various mimims- 
rrative branches of government, including land 
problem^ and the resettlement of refugees. He 
resigne i in September i955 presumably because of 
his responsibility for refugees and students, and their 
sli.-.re m the September riots. But he had many 
enemies in the Democrat Party. He has not been 

C linen! since, and is now otic of the three 
uerai Party Inspectors for Istanbul. 

M. Kapani is friendly TP us. but socially he is 
Anther flying, for he is a persistent and pompous 
bore wiih liufcr sense of humour. He prides himself 
on his knowledge of foreign alf.iir.i, and is Very 
scnsuUc on matters a declin e Turkey's prestige as 
2 Euro pern country. 

He spej- . French simj German and a very little 
English. 

77. kMra'Knwiioftlut Feni l ill ft 

Bom in Minima in 19m of a historic family, he is 
a wealthy farmer, but in bis youth he worked ns 4 
journalist. 

Elected Democrat deputy for Manisu in 1950, He 
w is soon afterward* appointed Minister of State for 
Marshall Aid- He was dropped From the Cabinet 
m March 195! but reappointed Minister of State in 
June 1951, Meanwhile, however, the responsibility 
for Marsh d] Aid affairs, over which he had diviuim! 
with she Prime Minister, had been transferred to the 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs. 

In December 1951 he was appointed Minister of 
the Interior, but in April 1952, after one of his 
nt-'iii'- divorcements with Samel A^aogJu, who had 
the Prime Minister's backing, he resigned from the 
Government. 

Kufjosmum>£lu wav cine of the most popular and 
influential leaders of the Democrat Party; he strongly 
crrtidied the Government for pursuing n repressive 
policy after the f954 eketions. and his relates with 
the Prime Minister suffered accordingly. His 
prestige in the Democrat Party,-panicutarlv in the 
.Tgeuri area, is high. Re-elected a Depulv in Muv 
1954. 1 

In 1955 his relations with the Prime Minister 
again declined and he resigned from rhe Democrat 
Party, He was elected Leader of (he Freedom Party 
at its foundation in December 1955, Allhough Party 


I .e;ider. he has not been prominent in Freedom Party 
campaigning for Support and it may be Hint he was 
ChoKn for his influential name and general reputa¬ 
tion, In the Grand National Assembly be leaves 
the debating mainly 10 Pet hi Colikbus f-fc.l and the 
younger members of the party. 

A fall from a horse affected his spine and gave 
him the appearance of a hunchback. He j,s married 
and understands hut does not speak French, His 
stninclh lies in his integrity atid obvious rineerUy. 

7H. kn ur t §idi 

Olhii about 1905. he a career member of the 
Turkish _ Foreign Service. He was " Chef de 
Cabinet " to the Minister in 1944 and in the 
following year was. a member of the Turkish 
Economic Mission 10 the United Kingdom. In 
September 1945 hi: became Counsellor 'in London 
and acted us Charge d'Affaires. He returned to 
Ankara in 1950 and in 1952 became the first 
Director-General of the newly'formed N.A.T.O. 
Department with the rank of Minister, At the end 
"i \pril 1455 he was appointed l urkisli Ambassador 
in Belgrade, 

He has been most friendly and helpful and, while 
noi brilliant, is well above the average level of 
competence among his colleagues. He has a 
pleasant personality and speaks good English. He 
is divorced, 

79, bilk I h?ifa r Safa 

Born about 1410, of Syrian origin, he is the son of 
a former member of the Syrian .secret police. Edu¬ 
cated in Arab countries, he settled in Istanbul at die 
age of 16 ,snth as a servant of a member of the 
Presidential stall was given employment at the 
Dolma battle Palace in ] l >28, He left (His post in 
disgrace and was at one lime suspected of being 
an agent of the Bagdad secret police. 

He joined the Democrat Party on ills foundation 
bui was cupelled for Ins ocasdess intrieues. He then 
joined the National Party and before long secured 
absolute contrul of the Istanbul daily paper Yfni 
Sabah, which was the parly’s official organ. He 
still owns ill0 paper, which is one of the most 
powerful and irtiluciitiul in Turkey, but which has 
repeatedly been accused by the present Government 
of jtieinpfine to exploit religious feeling and 
reaction, During the 1954 elections the paper 
supported the R.N,P. 

A man of little education. M, Kiliflto^lii has been 
a vehement critic of the Democrat Government and. 
in particular. the Prime Minister But early in 
1455 t;it ; ; time when he was teeing a charge of 
inciting public opinion by his serialisation of a stony 
on life in Moscow) he improved fits relations with 
the Prime Minister, and: accompanied him on his 
official visit to Iraq; his paper has mod filed its 
criticisms of the Government accordingly. 

He speaks some French but no English. 

8n. Knprufii. Mrhmet Fuat 

Born in Istanbul in 1890, he is 4 descendant of 
the famous TiLriiily of Grand Viritrs and enjoys some 
rrv*licc_as 1 be b“ircr of On: of the very few sur¬ 
viving historical names in Turkey. 

_ KoprijUl became a professor of history at the 
l inver,uy of Istanbul at the ace of 23. Between the 
two world war* his oriental scholarship received 
international recognition: honoured hv several com 
ti Rental universities. lie visited Russia in 1^25 and 
Czechoslovakia in 1929 and Tehran in 1934. 
Hi- ht 9 known works, are his contributions to the 
" 1 ncvclopitdia of Is him." and He was 4 leading 
authority nn the history of the Shahs iff Khwarizni 
rind the Azerbaijan and Ogalay Turks, 

Deputy for K:ir* for many years, he was Under¬ 
secretary lit the Ministry of Public In■>[ruction in 
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3924, He was cmc of the anginal founders of the 
Democrat Party and u prominent critic of successive 
PR.P. Governments:: in May 1950 lie was elected 
Democrat Deputy for Istanbul and was. appointed 
Minister for Foreign Affairs. 

He worked persistently for the inclusion of 
Turkey hi the North Atlantic Treaty Organisation, 
and iiis final success dun rig 1951 and 1952 enhanced 
his prestige and seemed to justify his methods. The 
Tripartite Treaty with Greece and Yugoslavia, signed 
if: 19 '2. and the ceremonial visits surrtmnding it. 
have fed his vanity even more. He is a thorough- 
go I -■ enemy of the Soviet Union, 
llis Prime Minister, M. Mcnderts. always exerted 
a strong Influence on M. Kdprlilli’s policies. He was 
criticised for liss ha mi ling of rha expul si-m of the 
Turkish Ambassador from Cura in I 1 -54 Huju.-i 
Tugai I and his lack of prominence during the nejid- 
tktiOQii prior to the agrecoretu brtween Pakistan 
and Turkey gave rise to speculation '.b-l he -could 
be replaced as Minister for Foreign \ ! T.ilrs. It 
became marc Jrtd more obviinn thal titc Prime 
Minister was lafinc ihc conduct of fore ;:n aifiirs 
into hri own iLands. and M K= prulLs, though 
accompanying M. Mciutercs on lus visits to Mid .Ik- 
East c:i[>i'nls. played little rurt 01 ihc ucgotisiicms 
for the Turca-lmqi Pact. H Utcrcfore came as jiu 
surpris; when in \pril 1935 the Prime Minister teak 
over the Ministry of Foreign Affairs and M, Kdprulli 
became merely another Minister 1 ; Slate. After a 
f 4 rrio-.; ol comparative obscurity he re-cntefgcd in 
bcoeml’cr 1955 a.< Minister for Foreign AHIairs 
in I He Fourth Menderes Cabinet. But his relations 
with the Prune Minister soon detertaraled, partly 
ns u result of the Prime Minister's high-handed action 
over two of Professor Kbpriilii’s relatives in the 
Democrat Party. He evcnlu.slh reikned from [he 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs in Juno 11956, probably 
because of his disgust at the «-l»te-washing of 
Mukerrem S.irol te/.v.): and although it has been 
said that he has a large following in the Part) nnd 
is a potential successor to M. M code res. she 
conviction is growing ihnt his political career is 
finished. 

He speaks fluent French. His wife, whom he met 
when She allcndcd his lectures as a student at the 
Istanbul University, is not easy to entertain, though 
she speaks some German and'is now making some 
progiL ns with English, which she likes to practise, 
HIs daughter, who recently married a member ol the 
Ministry of Es^reign Affairs, speaks English 


ST, Koralraa, Rctik 

D.-puty for l^d, Kora I tan was horn in 1899 ,ie 
13iv ik in Central Anatolia. Having graduated from 
the Law Faculty in Istanbul, Ite practised law for 
some time. He played a role of some imponance 
in :ti? War of Independence as president of the 
fifth 1 1 Impendence Court responsible for Central 
Anjiolifl. From 1920-35 he was Deputy for Konya, 
Since E ,J, 4. 3 he has been Deputy fur lyd- 

Oite of the original founders of the Democrat 
Party, he was rewarded with the office of chairman 
of (It,- Mutioaal Assembly in 3950 which he retains. 
He Is iin ,idcqu:Lle figurehead. By the Constiteitioo 
lie id'-, as President erf the Republic when the latter 
is out of the country. He now appears 10 play little 
part in political life, although He control- Vsscmbly 
debate? -aU h a strong Government:!] Mas and in the 
manner of a parade-ground sergeanl-major. He 
hciided Purliamentary delegations to I mo and Itelv 
in 3 956. 

He is married, has four children, and speak:-, a very 
hlLlc French, He is friendly, but rather slow-witted, 
jn.l cxiremely vain. 


82. Kiirc/, Null* 

Born in Kulu in 1909. he graduated in medicine 
and served With the Ministry , r if Hcalih, A ipeeiulist 
in internal diseases. 

Ekcted Democrat Party Deputy for Manisa in 
1950 and re-elcctcd in 1954, Appointed Mim&ter 
of Hcalili in the 4ih Mcndcres Cabinet in December 
1955. 

83. Knrur. Alirnrt bnllh 

Bora about 1910 and educated at the School of 
PciliticaJ Sciences, lie became j Civi! Servajit and in 
1947 was appointed Dircctor-Gencrdl of the Land 
Registry, Whilst in litis post lie earned th: gr.iliiuJc 
of Ad nan Mend: res, whose lands in \\difl h; a 
sai-l to Have defended ugiinsi P.R.EV derigim. 

After the victory of the Democrat Party in ihc 
19511 elections, he emerged fro in comparative 
obscurity lo become l'nder$ecret£ry to the new 
Prime Minister. M. Mctldcrev In 1952 to 1953 he 
w.l' fur sometime uho acting l. rtdcr-Sccretary of the 
Mini-try of the Interior rk was j member of Ik 
Turkish ddegatlon to the Coronation of Her 
Majesty The Oaten, 11 rid returned much impressed, 

Intcfhgcnt. but brusque and unpopular, M. Kotur 
liscs mu'the Prime Minister's favour. In 1954 he 
was appointed Undef-SccrctuiT ol Slate at ihc Prime 
Ministry, where He has became increasingly 
influential as more admini-iruirtv work bus been 
delegated to him by (he busy Premier. A earning 
man. He is married and speuks only Turkish, 

84. Korotirk, Fahri, Aduiirul 

Born in 1904 and commissioned in the Turkish 
Navy in 1923. A submarine uvcciatLst. he was Naval 
Attache in Rome. Berlin and Stockholm, 

Di reel or of Intdflgcncc of the Turkish General Staff 
irr 1954 and Commander-in^hid. Turkish l icet, in 
1955, Replaced by Admiral L'La-ae .1 in August 
105 a arid appointed Commander. Straits and 
Marmara. 

Admiral KcrutM, who is married to a rich and 
well-connected wife, Is one pf the best Turkish imyal 
officers. He is cffidenl and has a strong personality. 
Alihough outwardly dour, lie is in fact pleasnnl and 
cu-opcrative. 

85. Kdyrnen, llulusi 

Born in Isianbul in 1891, he studied law and later 
practised is a lawyer. In June 1949 he became 
a member of tire Administrative Council ol the 
Democrat Part), and in May 1950 he was elected 
Democrat deputy for Bursa and viec-presidenl of 
the Grand National Assembly, In December 1959 
tte was appointed Minister of Labour, and in the 
Cabinet re-huIRe of March 1 C >51 he was transferred 
ic the Ministry of National Defence. In Aovembef 
1942. he resigned from (he Mtetsiiy ol Defence and 
was elected chair man of tile Democrat Party 
Parliamcnmry Group and member or the Foreign 
Affairs Comnhltee of (He Assembly In Jimiarv - 
1953, he led the Turkish Purlinnioi^ry defepiton 
10 Vugoslavia Re-elected a Deputy in V.r. 1954. 
In Jj nuary 1955 He was in the Prime MinisicrN party 
for his offlcial visit to Bagdad and Beirut 

He is married anti Has two children. He speaks 
Turkish, orfiy, 

8 ft. Kiifrevl, Kiflni 

Born in BiiHs in l9jb r he followed Islamic studies 
at Istanbul L'niversily and was then on the staff of 
the Literature Faculty at the university- He was 
elected Democrat Depute for Attri in 395u and 
j clamed this scat in 1954, In 3 955 he worked with 
Fethi Q’dikba> to form an Opposition ^remp 
Of >Liung Deputies within the Democrat Party He 
resigned from ihc Party in the summer of I' 3 FF and 
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|j as remained an Independent, resolutely 

dccliriug to join the Freedom Party allegedly because 
rr nitgJic prejudice the Government against his 
Kurdish Constituents, 

A Kurd, he is lively and. intelligent and speaks 
iluurrst English* Arabic and Persian. Married with 
one child. 

87, kuraj, AditJii 

M Kural b uric of the abler members of the 
Turkish Foreign Service. In September 1945 he 
returned jo the Minjrtty after being first seerejaty 
in Moscow. In, I'-48 he was a member of the 
lurJbh Delegation to the United Nations, From 
195! to 3 955 he was in the Hurd Department of 
(he Ministry dealing with interna dona I organisations, 
and From 1952, on promotion io Minister. he was 
head of the department. He co-operated closely 
with [Jie i mbassy and showed sound judgment and 
Consjderable i nteff i nre. 

lii February 1955 he was nomiruiicd Turkish 
AmhassaJ ir to Syria, at a particularly critical Lime 
for l uroo-Syrian relations. He took up his post the 
following month and made a favourable impression 
in Damascus. 

He is cither separated or divorced from his imdfi- 
genc wife. He speaks very good English and 
excel tent French. 

Si. Kuribvk, Styfi 

Bom in 1905 and educated a I the Istanbul Mili¬ 
tary School and War Academy. He spent most of 
his life in the army, was a military attache in Paris 
before the war mid in Greece during the early part 
of the war. Laser in she war he was a military 
l - be; vc* muciicd to the British Eighth Army. By 
1950 he a staff colonel and acting head of the 
Mobilisation Department. On she eve of the 1950 
general ekclicms he reigned and joined the Demo¬ 
crat Party, wrote some articles for She Democrat 
Party newspaper advocating a reduction of military 
expenditure. and was elected Democrat deputy for 
Ankara In August 1950 lie was appointed Minister 
of Communication* and in November 1952 he 
beeima Minister of National Defence. 

C olonel Kurtbek was an energetic* ambitious and 
intrepid staff officer and wrote several books on 
military subjects His position as Minister was 
resented by many senior officers who would not 
Sole rale being .vubordiflaje to an ex-colonel, and this 
icd to lifs resignation in I95J, when he appeared to 
low the support of «he Prime Minister. ' He was 
ft-elected a [deputy in May 1954. In 1955 he was 
as^odftted with l ethi (,’elikh^ for,) in the dissident 
group of intellectuaUi within the Democrat Party, 
In the event he remained in the Democrat Party and 
withdrew- hi' support from (he dissidents. 

He is reserved and inconspicuous but determined 
and obstinate. He speaks French and some English, 

89. Mundulfcici, ZeyjSil 

Bom in Bodittm in 1915. he studied Political 
Science in Pari-:, and then went into business. 
Elected Democrat party Deputy for Mugta in 1950 
and re-ejected in 1954, Has three limes repreucnlcd 
Turkey it the Council of Europe and became a 
member oF the Foreign Affairs Commission of (lie 
Grand National Avcmbly in 1952. Appointed 
Minister of Economy and Commerce in place of 
M, Fahrettin Uhi$ (rjr.v, 1 ) in May 1956. His main 
interest is Foreign Affair*, and_hc appears in have 
no technical qualifications For his new post. He has 
rhe reputation of being a sound '*Menderes mini" 
and has made a cood job of presenting (he scrappy 
so-called economic reforms to the Assembly His 
actions so far show little evidence of a genuine 
effort m form a sound overall economic policy. 

He speaks French and English, 


90. MavnwdJ, Constantino T* 

Born in a village between Stlivri and Istanbul on 
December 9, 1884. he was educated at GuLstusuray. 
Istanbul and joined the Ministry of Foreign Adairs 
in 190]. During his career in the Foreign Service of 
the Oh oman Empire he served tn Athens, Batoum* 
Belgrade, Rome. London tF912l, Rome again ,sud 
finaJly Washington. Ifc Idl the service in 1917 ,md 
for a time worked in banking and business circles* 
In J926 lie was Secretary to the British Agent on the 
Aogfe-Turkish Mixed Arbitral Tribunal and in 1929 
joined The Timex of London ns assistant corres¬ 
pondent in Istanbul, He became fuff correspondent 
in 1940 and a staff correspondent in 1941. A well- 
known figure in Turkish political and journalistic 
circles, he is a well-informed and reliable observer, 
but now rather a past number and looking Forward 
to his retirement. 

Since the riots of September 1955 there has been 
a good deal of private criticism of M. Mavroudi's 
reporting, especially on Cyprus, in view of his 
alleged pro-Greek sympathies. His health ha* lately 
been failmg. 

91. Menrieros Aitnaii 

Born in Ay din in 1899. He graduated from the 
Law ['acuity of Istanbul University and learnt. 
English in nadir, He served throughout the War 
of Independence us. a reserve officer. A large land- 
uwncr in Aydin and practical farmer, M. Menderes 
became chairman of the People's Tarty in Aydin, 
and sit 1933 be was elected Deputy for that place 
and became a member i»f the Finance Commission 
os the National Assembly, 

A strong critic of the Land Reform Law of 1945. 
he took a leading part in I he formation of the 
Democrat Party, was elected Democrat Deputy fur 
Kdtahyu in 1949, and soon became well known as 
nne oi the most powerful Opposition speakers in 
the Assembly. 

After his party's victory in the 1950 general 
(Sections. M. Menderes became first Democrat Prime 
Minister, and after M. Bsyaris election io the 
Presidency of ibe Republic he was elected chairman 
uf the Democrat Parly. Elis ability, dynamic 
personality and forceful oratory had already elevated 
him to a position of complete doniination among hi* 
Ministers and in the party, 

On coming to power, ML Menderes embarked ort 
□ ri e.\tennis a programme of capital construction and 
industrialisation far beyond the resources of the 
country. Mj.s rule became more personal and more 
intolerant of criticism ax has power and confidence 
increased. Already in 19?2 two Ministers and u 
high parly official resigned ax a protest against his 
high-handedness, Before ihe elections of 1954. he 
forced through the Assembly measures designed to 
place the P.R.P Opposition at a disadvantage, 
notably confticution of the P R.P.'s properties and 
restrictions m the freedom of the Press. 

In May 1954 M. Menderes* Democrat Party was 
returned to power with ti large majority, due more 
to his genuine achievements than to these partisan 
laws, and his prestige reached its height. However, 
his authoritarian tendencies further'increased and 
more laws were passed to cripple (lie Opposition, 
By now ihe country's economic development was 
outrunning its sources of credit and M. Menderes" 
hones to save ihe situation by means of a targe loan 
from the United States in the spring of l l F5 £ were 
disappointed. 

From time to time M. Menderes has made 
conciliatory approaches towards the Opposition and 
invited them to collaborate in Parliamentary govern¬ 
ment on an amicable basis. But any criticism at 
once stung hirti to further attacks, and since mid- 
1955 his relations with the Opposition parties have 
been cons i stem iy hitter. Critic tint of M. Menderes' 
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policies abroad ai the end of 1954 a iso excited his 
resentment. It .Is thought that President Gayar 
disapprove* of M. Menderes' autocratic tendencies, 
although Hie two have recently appeared to be on 
good terms and working harmoniously together. 
It was not. however, tit! 19.55 that his authoritarian 
attitude ami the deteriorating economic situation icd 
tu serious opposition within his own party. 

This aystalll^ed first in the resignation tom the 
party of a group of dissident led by M. Karai)*- 
muno£lu I'/.v.i and M. Ccbkbas who founded 

the new Freedom Party in December 1955; and. 
secondly, in a revolt, of the Furly Parliamentary 
Group in laic November which resulted in ihi¬ 
re sign at ion of M. Menderes and his Cabinet, Never¬ 
theless. he received a personal vote of confidence 
from the group and formed a new Cabinet in which 
he included j number of new and hitherto unknown 
Ministers;, 3k undertook to curry out a number of 
democratic reforms and also measure* of economic 
retrench me n(; but it was not long before lie again 
felt strong enough io resume his autocratic methods. 
The political reforms have noi materialised and in 
May and June 3 95G he rushed more undemocratic 
laws through Ihv Assembly, in particular mens ares io 
reinforce the Press laws and the law on public 
meetings. The economic reform* are so far 
inadequate, and lie has refused lo modify the 
ambitious cjpttal development programme on which 
he sets great personal slore. He has weathered 
considerable criticism over hi* handling of the riots 
in September l°55 and allegations (hat he was 
personally responsible, In short, though his position 
both inside and outside Turkey has hesen seriously 
shaken, he still appears lo be in full control of die 
Democrat Party and cu the Government, chiefly 
because no serious rival (o him has emerged from 
any quarter. 

M. Menderes takes a strong mterwi in foreign 
affairs; be has paid offtciul visits to many European 
and Astatic v.ipiiab. including London, and also to 
Washington He attended (he coronation of Her 
Majesty the Queen In early 1955 V, Menderes 
was indefatigable to promote the Turco-Jraqi Pact 
and has been J eon.sistcrj supporter nf (he Bagdad 
Pact vi-hi-h grew out of it. He took the conduct of 
foreign affairs more and mure into hi* own hands 
and in April 1955 dismissed f nut KoprCld i^.v.i 
and look over the Ministry of Foreign Affairs himself 
until July 1955. w-hen Ruin Zorin (^.i became 
Foreign Minister. He has always worked closely 
with M. Zorlu and lu* relied on him for advice, 
but has continued to enrereto- close personal control 
of foreign policy whoever the Minister in office might 
be He was ihe Turkish spokesman in ih-a talks thxi 
teiHik place during the Secretary of Sjmc’s visit to 
Ankara in March 1956 and expressed himself with 
his usual clarify and force. 

He dresses carefully, i.i married and has tine son. 
He speaks some English which, though hesitant, is 
improving, mid understands it reasonably well 

92. \fendures, Ltbvtil 

Horn ill IS99 in Izmir, he studied at the Istanbul 
Faculty of Law and practised law in Aydin for 
many years. He was Mayor of Aydin several times. 
J" 11-•' ■' trl> ihirnes he w w ayociuicd u,ih ! L -i!n 
Okyar's Free Party, and lie joined the Democrat 
3'nrty at ihe time of its foundation He stood as 
Democrat candidate for Aydin in the general 
elections o r 1946 mu! 1950.'and in i9?0 he was 
returned, la August 1952 he was appointed Minister 
of ihe Interior He has acted as E'Orcien Minister 
during ihe absences of M. KdprulQ. Appointed 
Minister of National Defence in May 195J. 

He was appointed Acting Minister of ihe Interior 
drier the riots of September FbT. 1955, and was 


corifirmcd us Minister of the fmerior i*n Septem- 
Ivr 30. ■ !_■ survived ihe Cabinet crisis >i November 
1955 in [he same appointment and was appointed 
Acting Minister for Foreign Affairs after the resigna¬ 
tion of Professor KopruliJ in June 195G, 

A wealthy landowner, he is a boyhood friend bui 
i .i blood relation nf \dnun Menderes. His jteal 
for the Democrat Party earned him his appointment 
IO the Ministry Of Ihe Interior, and he is repulcd 
to be Ljpabk and energerie. but in none of his 
Ministerial appointmenta doe* he *ecm to have made 
any strong impression. He is courteous, pleasant 
to meet and personally friendly to m. He speak* 
Turkish only but his wife speaks French. 

93. Mew mend oglu, Nu man 

Bom in ISS0 of an inllueniia! family, he was 
©ilucaied at Galaia;.stay and .studied taw in Switzer¬ 
land. In 1915 lu? joined ihe Turkish Foreign 
Service and served successively m Vienna, Berne. 
Thu Hague, Athens, Budapest, Eleirut and the 
Ministry, until in 1933 lie was promoted Ambassador 
and appointed In the new post of Sectary-General 
of the Ministry of Foreign AtTair*. 

Haying played i prominent part in the Motitoeus 
COnfercitce and the Alexandrettii negotiation*, he 
Was elected deputy for Ga/.ianiep in 1937 in order 
to EieCOioc Parliamentary Under-Secretary for Ehircign 
Adfairs, buc toon aflurwurds, when this post ivas 
abolished, he fe*j' r 'rt«t his scat and relumed to his 
previous post. He conducted the negotiations for 
the Anglo-French-Turk i*h Treaty of 1939 and for 
the Turcot-German Credit Agreement of (he same 
year In August 1942 he was elected depim for 
Istanbul, and a few days later appoinred Minister 
for Foreign Affairs !n June 1944 he redgned and 
was appointed Ambassador to Paris, From 1949 
lo 1951 he was accredited also to Lisbon, 

For many years Menemencxo$lu was the leading 
auihoriiy on foreign affairs and hi* influence in 
shaping Turkish policy wa* considerable. Intelligent, 
subtle and hard-working, he i$ an able and 
unscrupulous negotiator, and is generally considered 
lo bu Turkey's lead in p diplomat. He was probably 
mainly responsible For keeping Turkey cut of the 
war early in 1944. 

Now deaf and in indifferent health, he is some¬ 
what retiring, but friendly and likeable He is a 
good bridge player, and speaks excellent French. 

94. Mengiif, Fev/j, (jlei)cni! 

ftont in 1896 and commisAicued in 1914, he served 
on most fronts in the Rem world war and took part 
in t he War of!I n depend cnee. Bet ween 192 Li and 1931 
he a (ten ted courses at German military school*. 

E^roruotcd major-general in 194L lie was for son» 
time Inspector of Engineers, He was appointed 
Commandant of [tie Staff College and promoted 
henlenanc-general in 1947. In 3 9,52 he was appointed 
io command the Third Army tErzurum). In 1954 
lie became Commander of ihe Combined Si off 
Colleges at Yildix, Appointed a member of the 
Supreme Military Court und Chairman of the 
Supreme Military Court of Appeal in June 1956, 

Although shrewd and hard-working, he Is not 
impressive as a Commander. He i* very Friendly to 
British officers. Married, he speaks Gonnan, some 
French^ and is teaching hirmelf English, which he 
can now speak a little, 

95. Vfdstrcabi, toil _\dil 

Bore about lfl90 p he u^is once a judge and a 
reformist pfison governor. However, he resigned 
from the public service and devoted himself to social 
reform, Fn 1946 he Formed the Turkish Socialist 
Party and began to publish a newspaper, 

He was arrested at the end of 1946 for alleged 
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Communist activity; but in 1949 he was Quitted 
and released fo: jack of evidence. and in 1950 re 
re-founded his S £ vets fist Party and became editor ol 
a new Socialist newspaper Gcrpzk. The newspaper 
soon died am. and the Socialist Parly auiacied little 
support: in the 1951 by elections Mlistccabi 
itimsrif polled less than l per cent. <1 the votes, in 
l■•undo! in Juns 1952 his party was suppressed 
for alleged Communist activity and he himself was 
rcorrtsicd and imprisoned. He is now at liberty 
again but remains under constant polke supervision. 

Originally not a dogmatic Communist, he hjs 
shown no unauc pre-Soviet leaning tit any rate 
i:. public, though some of 3us newspaper articles 
urged neutralism. 

9fr, N a.dl. Nadir 

born in Feihiyc in 190&. tie studied at the 
fjahuasjiuy Lyc.ee and in Germany and Austria.. 
He inherited from his father Cumhtifiyeh one of 
the most powerful newspapers in the country. 

Elected Independent deputy tor Mu$!a with 
Democrat Party support in 1950, he ha been a 
member o the 1 oreigti Affairs Committee of the 
AiscmbK, and every year since 1943 he has attended 
a number of international conferences: ,*s an official 
Turkish delegate. In 1954 he was a member of 
the Turkish Delegation to the Comultuiive Assembly 
of the Council of Europe, hut was defeated in the 
D P parliamentary croup's election for this, position 
in Mjv 1955. 

NnffL who i ■■ Westernised, wordly, and strongly 
anti-religious, spends as much of his time a? possible 
in Western Eump: An admirer of German culture 
and formerly pro-Nazi, he now r supports Turkish 
tics with the West and enjoys a good re pula lion in 
official circles His newspaper is stilt independent, 
bu: yaneralK supports the Democrat Government, 
lltecled us a si Independent Deputy in the D.P, list, 
May 1954. Both he arid his wife .'■peak French. 

97. Nst'viiMn&iiu Huk rwild in 

ions in I $94 at Scutari. Educated at the Isufibul 
School of Political Science, be entered civil service 
and roic to ne Governor of k'ct in 1935 and in 1939 
pi^viar-Gensral ut the Ministry of the Interior 
After four more governorships he was placed 
t-n dh’po-iihiiiit in I94 a . Elected a Democrat Deputy 
in 1950. he was appointed Minister of the Interior 
in tlir first Dertu^cfai Government. In the Cabinet 
reshuffle 'ii March £951 he exchanged line portfolio 
or the Interior for that of Justice. 

However hr hid been too closely associate 5 with 
the P.R.P far the more radical members of the 
11 ■rtuvrai Pur.s. who alleged particularly that he hid 
nege' the 1946 elections against thrsn in Samsun: 
and in November 1952 he was forced to resign. 
Re-elected u Democratic Puny Deputy in May 19NT 
In January 1955 he was a member of the Prime 
Minisier'i party for his official visit lo Iraq and 
the Lebanon, 

Retiring, bm not unfriendly. he is married and 
Speaks iciTit Trench. 

98. Nermf, \fitviatu 

The leader writer and columnist of the politically 
independent Xmi hfanhitl, he was horn in Kopnffu 
IVcIck-Y ugoslav mT, then under Turkish rule, and 
was first educated in 1890 at the Monasiir Secondary 
School Ik completed hi? studies in Salonika and 
came to Istanbul to leach at a religious seminary. 
Shortly before the outbreak of World War 1 he 
studied in Paris and returned to Istanbul to join 
the Union and Progress move mem contributing 
articles to a magazine published by the party. He 
left for Germany towards the dose of 1920 and 
remained there for thirty years. In Germany he 
went into business but at the same lime was the 


recognised representative there of the Union and 
Progress movement, his principal task being the 
dissemination of propaganda. During World War II 
he regularly seni an ides to Cuiuhnriyet from 
Germany. 

M Nermi returned to Istanbul in 1949 and joined 
»mi IstimfruL He is very much pro-German and 
although he claims to be friendly lo us wild 
critic isms of Her Majesty's Government are not 
infrequent. He speaks French. German and u little 
English. He is a strictly "no puny" man. 

99, Okaa + Zekr\ Genera! 

Jn.th in 1894. and commissioned ut 19]2, He 
served in the First World War and in the War of 
Independence-, tn 39?6, when he was a colonel, 
he wa- appointed to form an Armoured Combat 
Contra ind and became its commander. In 1938 he 
was promoted brigadier. Promoted major-general 
arid a division 1 commander in 1940. 1944 inspector 
of rignuL; 3i‘47 G.O.C, air defence; HJg prqmcrted 
I icutuna n t-genc ra! and corps com mandc r: t' f 5D Vice- 
Chief of the General Staff, In W5I he led a 
"goodwill" military mission to Pakistan, and in 
3'-52 lie wa> promoted general and Ivccarnc G.O.C* 
First Army. In July 1952. however, he returned to 
his previous post as V.C.G.S. In 1954, after being 
head of the Turkish Liaison Mission in j .pun (for 
Korea!, he retired but was recalled in May 1955 
to become a member of the Supreme Military 
Council. Appointed Turkish Ambassador at Kabul 
in December 1955. 

General Gfc,m is self-opinionated and difficult 
to get to know The \ meric an Mission used to 
complain ihat be never fulfilled bis undertakings. 
He is married. 

HXk Ok men. Nediin 

Born in Kitis in 190S, lie is a graduate of ihc 
School of Political Sciences. Originally a civil ser¬ 
vant, tie had risen |o be Chief Inspector at the 
Ministry of Flnaace before his election as; Democrat 
Deputy for Mara? in 1950. 

In March 1951 he was appointed Minister of 
Agriculture, and he was reappointed in May 1954, 
After the Cabinet crisis of November Iff55 lie was 
appointed Minister of Finance, There were stories 
ihut hri financial policy wa* opposed to the Prime 
Minister's and that he was a possible successor to 
M Mendwes, He resigned in August 1956, most 
probably on account of his opposition to 
M, Menderes" financial policy and to M. Zcyyat 
Mundulinei's (r/.i ) activities us'Minister of Economy 
and Commerce. His resignation has disappointed 
tit. . who vjw him lo possible successor lo 
M. Mcndcres, 

Ilu *p? iks sonic French and his wife sonic English.. 
Both arc friendly. 

101. Okiem. Ibrahins 

Born in Kiraman in 1904, he is n doctor by 
profession. Elected Democrat Party Deputy for 
Bursa in 1954 he resigned from the party with the 
other dissidents in 1955 and joined the Freedom 
Party, of which lie wu-s cltided Secrelary-Gcncral. 

He ic an intelligent and sensible nun hm without 
any marked personality: and. although he has been 
active in opposing the Governnieiii in Assembly 
debaics. particularly on political issues, he docs not 
appear lo constitute a major force. He is largely 
occupied with the organisation of the new parly. 

He speaks French and a little English, 

102 . Oral, C. avtl 

Rorn in Aihn.i ill I^CM he vtudied at Wuirtcmbcrg 
Agrkullurt School and the Istanbul School of 
Political Science. Elected Deputy for Nigdr in, 19^5 




ar.d m 1942, deputy for Seyhan. On iiie form +rion of 
the second Hasan Saka Cahirtcl in June 1948 he 
became Minister of Agriculture and continued to 
hold this portfolio on the formation of the Ciunaltay 
Cabinet in January 1949. lie loss bis seat in I he 
1950 general elections. For some time he remained 
sin influential member of the party and associated 
himself with Jjeniscitin GlinaltayN plans for its 
reform. He lias now completely severed his 
connexions with the P.R.P. and supports ihe 
Government whole-heartedly. He wus elected us an 
Indepursderil Deputy in the D.P. list in Muy £954. 
and joined the party shortly nflcr the elections He 
is now on good terms with the Prime Minister, and 
is trying to build up his position in ihc D.P- in the 
rich Adana area. 

He owns, and at one time edited, ihu Bu.^irn 
Gtizetesi of Adana and early in 1951 started a daily 
paper. Hfirst's, in Ankara, which lie edits and to 
which he contributes regularly. 

He speaks some German and is friendly to us. 

103. Orbay, Huscyiit Rauf 

B.'rrc in 1881, he was trained as a nasal officer, 
a nd distinguished himself as captain of the 
iJamidiyfh during the Balkan wars In the first 
world war he es ■n=u.tS3\ became Chi -f of the Nava] 
Stiff, and at its close, as Minister of War. he signed 
the arinistLce at Mudro^ on the 3(Htl October. 191$. 

Elected deputy w the Ottoman Parliament ;:i 1920, 
h.' helped Atatilrk to ercaic the nutiamlisi movement 
and wji urrestei and deported to Malta. In 1922 
he became Atatdrk s Prime Minister, but he resigned 
after the Treaty of Lausanne in prote-u against 
his constitutional policy, lit 1924 he went into 
opposition and became president of the new Pro¬ 
gressive Party. In 1926 he w$ni to London *nd 
soon afterwards was scmenceJ. rit ahst-tuia. to ten 
years' imprisonment for conspiracy against AtuUirk's 
life. He remained in ctile until 1936 and was never 
reconciled to Ataiiirk. In 1939 he was elected 
deputy and officially exonerated front any part tn 
the plot ggttftsl AtWJUrk; and in 1942 he was 
appointed anlhafeador in London, He resigned in 
1944. 

A churning and popular old man, M. Orbay is on 
good terms with all parties, hui has him-elI made no 
serious effort to return to politics since his defeat 
in .i K-gEec-ikm in Istanbul in 1 11 1 11 I Ll- is _ s ^.in¬ 
sistent and ardent supporter of Angio-Turkish 
friendship and speaks T.;iglisb well. 

Iflt. OzaiiMiy. Miini/ Falk 

Born in 1911 at Mltvkm:. of which his father 
Faik Alt was governor, later an Under-Sccretury of 
Since at the Ministry of the Interior and a celebrated 
poet. There was a long family literary tradition, 
and M, Ctaansoy’s grandfather followed in the 
family erudition, and published two collections of 
poetry and a number of literary and critical essays; 
lie also founded and edits a literary periodical* Minor. 

M Ozsnsoy was educated at GiLatasaxy ai 
Istanbul and look bis degree in law' at Ankara, He 
joined the Is Bark in 1933. At the Ministry of 
Economy, which he joined in 1939. he was 
successively a Director of Section, an Inspector and 
a President of ihe Corps of Inspectors in 1946. In 
1949 he became Director-General of iliu Foreign 
Trade Department and in May 1953 an Under- 
Sccrciary of Stale. 

At the Tcuuest of the Commission which investi¬ 
gated the alleged irregularities, in office of Hasan 
Potaikan ftf.v.) Fattp Zorlu CfA*-) and Sitki 

Viredi i ,"h , i".h he was placed cn tiisprnibilhr for 
several months. He returned to office, thinner hut 
much rested, shortly before the three ex-Minister 
were exonerated by the Commission. 
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He is irard-w'orking but ** be&vy" and long- 
winded, Bui he is patient and willing lo listen to 
complaints. He is honest and reasonably intelligent 
but not well equipped as an economist. He speaks 
English and excellent French, 


l OF- thcL Ahmet 

Born in Sivas in l y l0, he received ., technical 
cdueatEoq and specialised In Electrical Engineering. 
Eventually became Hector of the Technical 
University .it Istanbul. Elected Pemrictal Party 
Deputy for Sivas in 1954. and appointed Minister 
of Fducition ut the 4th Menderes Cabinet in 
December 1955- 

M speaks English and French. He k said 

to be pleasant :md easy to work with, but not 
outstanding- 


166, Per in- Vlithat 

Born in 39!7 at Ncvnckop in Macedonia, he w;n 
educated ,n the Gakuusury Lycue and ut Brussels 
University, 

He played a prominent part in the establishment 
of the Democrat Party in Izmir in l 1f 4<i urtd lor 
a diflereiicc with the party leaders would have been 
a candidate there in the general election of 1950. 
He had journ istiu experience with several news¬ 
papers in Istanbul and in 1946 joined the staff of 
Dvm.tkra} Izmir, the D.P. organ in that area, For a 
time he was principal sub-editor of the Istanbul 
daily, Ytm Istanbul, but soon resigned and started 
his own newspaper, Istanbul Eksprcs. which is a 
daily evening paner. He is sliEl owner-editor of this 
nuWHpaper which supports the D.P. Government, 
and he is on good terms with the Prime Minister, 
He is active in the D.P f in Istanbul as a member 
of the party executive. 

Widely iravelled in Europe and the Middle Fast. 
Penn, who is pro-Brilish. visited the United 
Kingdom am u member of the Turkish press delega¬ 
tion in 1953, He speaks French and has a fair 
command of English which, however, he is shy to 
use. Hjs wife is ;in attractive woman who speaks 
excel Iem English. 


107. I’nlatkan. Ua^n 

Born in 1915 of a Tartar family of F'iki'iehir. he 
stud red -u the School of Political Science and 
specialised tn finance and banking. He was 
Inspector ;ii the Agricultural Hank until 1949. when 
he joined the Ikmocrat Party and wan elected a 
Democrat Deputy. Re-elected in 1950, he wu& 
appointed Minister of Labour in the first Democrat 
Gove mi merit. In December 1950 he was appointed 
Minister of Finance and very soon afterwards 
presented the first Deoiocral Parly budget, which was 
plainly the work of the Prim*- Minister himself, 
tn September 1953 he went t" the L'niicd State to 
attend the I.M.F. meeting. In May 3 954 he was 
reappointed Minister of I inance and wa'- generally 
considered to have been a ftteOKS in the post. 

tn 1955 his task became increasingly difficult us 
ihc country's economic situation deteriorated. He 
hud i-;> accept directives on economic policy from 
Fatin Zorlu ifl.v.t and was said lo have offered his 
resignation several times. Forced to resign in the 
Cabinet crisis of November 1 *555 he {with Fatin 
Ittiftti Zorlu and Sitki Vireali iq.w) 1 became Htbj^’t 
to a PiirHomertaiy Investigation Into his activities 
while at the Finance Ministry. He wns (with the 
others) exonerated by the Commission in June 1956 
and it is rumoured lhue he will soon be brought hack 
into the Cabinet. 

E 
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HML Ri/art, Kudri 

Bom about 1893, A career diploinatc, he was 
appointed Consul at Hamburg in 1925- First 
Secretary m Washington 1927-30, After serving 
in the >1 imisiry of Foreign Adairs for a year he 
«rv«U as Counsellor at Rom?. Warsaw. tirus-ces 
and London. Recalled to the Ministry in 1942, 
he was director-general of the Protocol Depart¬ 
ment from 1^44 to 1949, whea he was appointed 
Minister to Prague, but did not lake up the appoint¬ 
ment owing to the objections of some members of 
the Cabinet He was unemployed until May I95U, 
when he was appointed counsellor in London, In 
the spring of 1952 be was sent to Bucharest as 
charge d’affaires, and in September 1952 he ua, 
appointed Minister in Amman. 

M- Riitan, who, tvs “ Chef do ProtocoEc + ‘ was 
competent hut in.h always tactful, speaks fluent 
English and lakes a pnde in his English outlook, 
hie is cultured, but not an engaging man; he is a 
nob. A bachelor. 


109. Sand, YluJusrrcm 

Born in CedtE in H» he studied medicine in 
Istanbul and in Germany * He joined tine Govern¬ 
ment medie.i 1 sendee and eventually fetched up in 
Ay din, where he made friends with Adrian 
Mrndcrcs and joined the Democrat Party. 

Elected Democrat Deputy for Istanbul in. 1950 he 
was at on,* time party inspector in Istanbul, and is 
still the Prime Minister's hwnme de c&nfmnce there. 
He was appointed a Minister of Stale (for press 
affairs, amongst others) in May 1954 and (with 
M ZorlLi and M. Kapani, q.v.) became one of the 
Prime Minister’s lieutenants. 

M_ Sard is intelligent, bat he is not popular in 
tbs party. His position depends on the favour of 
the Prime Minister, At ihc end of 1954 and in 
1955 he gained some notoriety as the prosecutor 
of several journalists for libel and pursued what 
looked like a vendetta against them. He found it 
politic to hand over nominal control of his own 
newspaper Tilrk 5r±i to a young Istanbul journalist. 
As Minister of Stale he coni rolled the allocation of 
newsprint and the placing of official advertisements. 

The Pis me Minister has stood by him in his 
disputes with the press and he as regarded in some 
circles as being responsible for the " undemocratic " 
tendencies of the Prime Minister, at any rate as 
regards the press. 

He resigned from Ministry of Slate in October 
1 9J5 hul apparently retained M. Memkrcs" favour, 
He was subject to a Parliamentary Investigation on 
charges of corruption while be was Minister of Slate 
for Press A If lira. bui was exonerated in June 1956. 
to (be dtsm.n of the Opposition and of sonic of the 
Democrat Parly. U ls generally believed that 
Professor Koprulu f/.im resigned 111 disgust at his 
ucquiLla]- 

He is married and speaks French and German. 


110. Sarper. .Ntflm Ruur 

Born in Istanbul in 18% and educated at 
Heidelberg, he joined the Turkish Foreign Service 
and served in Moscow. Odessa, Eh:rim. Bucharest 
and in the Ministry In 1939 he was appointed 
head of the newly treated Central Information 
Bureau, which in 1943 was reorganised as the 
Directorate General of Pres 1 : and Propaganda. 

Appointed Ambassador to Moscow in 19-44. he 
was transferred to Rome in 1946 and soon after¬ 
wards became Turkish representative to the United 
Nation-. Organisation. Although a protege of tamel 
I (ton Li. he managed to retain this ptisi after the victory 
of the Democrats in the 5 950 elections, and now 
seems lo enjoy the confidence of the Democrats- 


He made blunt speeches in the United Nations 
debates sn 1954 on the Cyprus question, but he 
and his si alt were not equipped to present the 
Turkish case effectively in the United States. 

He speak-, good English, is very prescutable and 
has a very attractive wife. In his press post he was 
generally helpful to its. 

111, Seven, Abdulfradir, G-.iiLral 

Born about 1894, and commissioned about 1914,. 
he foucltt in die First World War and the War of 
Independence. 

PromoteJ brigadier-generaI in 1942. major-general 
an.i divisional commander in l'?44, lieutenant-general 
and corf' commander in 1948; he was appointed 
GO,C., Second Army, in January 1952, and 
promoted general soon afterwards; In July 1954 
he became Comnundvr-irii-Chief, Land Forces, 
Replaced by General Aknbz (q.v.i in June 1956. 
but remained oil the Supreme Military Council, 
General Seven does not give the Impression of 
great intelligence and he is ageing quickly. He has 
a reserved manner but talks readily enough if 
addressed. He is married and speaks Turkish only. 

112. Tang, NeCttL General 

Born about 1895 and commissioned about E9J4. 
he way an infantry officer. He served in the Pint 
World War and in the Turkish War of Independence. 
In 1945 he was promoted brigadier-genera], and 
major-genera] in 1947. He commanded the J J th 
Division in 1948. the 23rd Division in 1949 and the 
6 ih Division in 1951, when he w-.i> promoted 
lieutenant-general. He joined the Turkish General 
Staff in f%2 and in February 1 95 3 look p yr i j n ^ 
Balkan Pact Staff talks in Ankara, In August 1953 
he became Commander of the 15th Corps and 
Garrison Commander in Istanbul. In April 1954 he 
visited Belgrade as head of the Turkish group 10 
(he Balkan Pact Stuff talks. Appointed Commander, 

1 bird Army, in June 1956; and promoted to full 
general in August 1956. 

General Taetn ts cheerful and popular and has 
always had good appointments, although he does not 
appear to be very intelligent. He speaks no foreign 
languages, but lib, wife speaks some English. 

113* Tarhsn, MiimU? 

Born in Istanbul in 1907, he graduated in Law 
and entered the Ministry of Finance, wJwre he served 
in various posts finishing m (054 as Chairman iff 
the Supreme Accounts Committee. Heeled Demo¬ 
crat Party Deputy for Ankara in 1954. anti appointed 
Minister iff Labour in the 4th Men dc res Cabinet in 
December 1955. Visited United Kingdom as a guest 
nf 1-fcr Majesty's Government in July 1956, 

M. fathan lias always been interested in education 
and is Chairman iff the Turkish Educational Associa¬ 
tion ami President of the Board of Governors of 
Ankara College: and some people had expected ihat 
he would be Minister of Education in the new 
Cabinet 

He is a man of Some personality and drive, 
although lie k rumoured to he prone to intrigue and 
favouritism. He is reputedly pro-British and is said 
to have been responsible for the policy of recruiting 
British (as opposed to American/ teachers for 
Ankara 04 lege. He is very ambit tons. 

He speaks French, 

114. TaturWrer, I l ain dull tih Suphl 

Bom in Istanbul in 1885, and educated at Galata- 
saruy, he joined the Ministry of Foreign Affairs and 
occupied himself in writing poetry. In 1910 he was 
appointed Professor of Turkish Literature at 
Istanbul. He travelled in Germany during the first 
world war and joined Mustafa Kemal in 1920, 
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In 1921 and in 1925 he was Minister of Public 
Instruction: and during the 'twenties he held several 
other high appointments. In 1923 he became Presi¬ 
dent of the Turkish Ocaks, to which he devoted 
most of his time and energy;, but in 1931. to his 
great grief, the Ovals were merged into the Halfccvis 
of the EMt.P. in the same year he was appointed 
Minister and later Ambassador in Bucharest. 

He returned to Turkey m 1945, and was elected 
P.R.P. deputy for Istanbul in 1946. He resigned 
from the P,K.P, in 1947 and was elected Independent 
deputy for Manisa in l 11 *50, En 1948 he tried to 
restart the Ocufcs, but without great success, 
Elected un Independent Deputy in the D P, list 
May 1954, 

A pan -Turanian anti sometime* pan-Islam ie 
idealist, M. Tanriovcr decided in 1946 in urge the 
moral value lo youth of Moslem religious education, 
He secured an" unexpected amount of support and 
obtained permission for religious elates- Smooth, 
genteel and platitudinous, his health i- now 
indifferent. Elected President ot the Franco-Turkish 
Cultural Association in 1^55, 

115. Tsi raj, Cental Husnu 

Born about 1897, he was tkuuiv for Gum [Flume 
from 1925 to 1930, in 1928 lie was chief Turkish 
delegate for the Exchange of Populations, and in 
19™ Minister of Education, 

Minister in Berne from 1930 to 1936. he was a 
member of the Turkish delegation to the Disarma- 
meru Conference m 1932, Again elected deputy in 
193ft tie was head of a. Turkish Mission which nego¬ 
tiated a number of treaties and convemtotis" itt 
Tehran. Appointed! Minister to Brussels tn t■>3S„ he 
was t ran <- f erred to Warsaw as Ambassador in 1939: 
Appointed Ambassador in Tehran, in 3 *941 he was 
recalled for telling the Oueert of Persia at a reception 
that she had (he loveliest breasts in the world. 

Appointed Ambassador in Rome in 1944. he was 
later recalled on account of another alleged scandal 
and was employed in the Ministry as an adviser. 
He was retired from the jcrvicc in 1949. hu( be 
appealed to the courts against the decision and won 
his CUSC, 

In February 1952 he became head of (he Turkish 
Section of the newly-formed Tured-Gfrck Mixed 
Commission. In September 1952 he was appointed 
Ambassador in Athens. Nominated to Santiago in 
December 1953, he took un his dom a year liter. 

Cental Husnu is pleasant to talk to. speak* French 
and plays a fair gume of bridge. He is, however, 
very impetuous. Is unmarried. 

116, Tin bar, Madam r Varii 

Mme, Tlabar is prominent in cultural affair?., ,1 
keen Democrat Party organiser sn Istanbul. and 
known outside Turkey as a delegate lo the Council 
of Europe. 

Born in Istanbul in 19 E3„ she was educated a( the 
American Girls' School and later in Germany She 
had no tpedotisi training but turned from being a 
housewife (o become a Deputy in Istanbul in 1950. 
and the first woman in Turkey to take n prominent 
par! in political life. In 1952 she visaed ihc United 
States :;s a guest iff the Slate Department Later 
that year she was elected a member of the Foreign 
Affairs Committee of the Assembly, and in November 
she was a member of the Turkish Parliamentsry 
DcIcglEion to the United Kingdom. 

Site wiis re-elected in the 1954 elections, and in 
1954 and 1955 was u member of (he 'I'urkish Dele¬ 
gation to the Consultative Assemblv of the Coundl 
of Europe. She is secretary-general of the linactb,ci 
Turco-British Paribmeutary’ Group, She is active in 
the Turkish Women’s League and in the TurcO- 
A merle in Association She recent!resigned from 
the committee of the Turco-Brilis.li Association to 
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which she never had time to give any reuE attention, 
under pressure of other activities. Visited United 
Kingdom at the invitation of 3 local Conservative 
Association in January 1956. 

She h well travelled and cultivated and speaks 
very good English as well as Greek- Nothing is 
heard in public of her husband. She has a son at 
school in Istanbul, 

U7, Tdrchiii. H»bib Edip 

Bsirn about 1890, A hu-nneismam he w i ai 
engaged for many years in successful trade with 
Germany, bm by 1936, as the result or unfoinuflflie 
deals, be was penniless, 'then, with the support of 
leading Nazis, ite organised export and import offices 
rn Beilin and Hamburg and prospered once a^’ain. 
Dari ite tire Second World War he helped the Ger¬ 
mans considerably, was suspected of being a German 
agent and was placed on the Allied black list, 

"Now a. very wealthy nun. he hpueSit Tartu from 
M Yak;in En"l94S. bin it did not appear In 1950 
he founded Yeni Istanbul, a paper Which tendJ lo 
sensationalism* and which reported the assassination 
of Marshal Tito during his visit 10 London in 1953. 

Tiirehan is a dubious commercial adventurer. He 
speaks German ;md spends a lot of time and money 
on his estate in Switzerland. He married his 
German secretary. He has good teste and is agree¬ 
able to Hulk to. 

118. Tozin. Satvct Lutfl 

Born ai Trebiaje. Herzegovina, in 1889 of Serbian 
Moslem parentage. Studied law in Genet u at tlte 
expense of Pnnce SabaheMin. who opposed the 
Sultan During l!i: First World War lie had lo 
go into hiding and was later captured and im¬ 
prisoned, Escaped and was at large unril the Allies 
occupied Constantinople. The new Turkish Govern¬ 
ment sent him to Paris for economic negotiations. 

Later went into private business, buying and 
selling arms and other military supplies in many 
countries During the Second World War he con¬ 
tinued to trade in arms in many pans iff Europe. In 
1942 worked in the Balkans for S.O.E., was captured 
and sentenced to twelve years’ imprisonment, but 
escaped by undergoing nn operation and bribing his 
captors and returned Lo Turkey. He subsequently 
received the O B.T; He continues to travel widely 
on L>usirtes\ 

Tozan is a wealthy adventurer who is not to be 
inuffcd. He makes a Esnbit of [ackJin:'. distinguished 
British personalities. The French consider that he 
worked against them and will not allow him to enter 
['nine.- (hi: own; a house in Paris). He at one Lime 
Owned the Emirgfin Kiosk on the Bosphorus, but 
this was expropriated by the Turkish author)tli-v. 
who also distrust him He is married to his fanner 
secretary, 3 German. 

He visited the United Kingdom in 1956 and wrote 
a sensible letter to Tit? Times setting out Turkish 
views on Cyprus. This may have been prompted 
by his recent rapprochement with M. Mcndcnw. 
with whom he used la be 011 terms of the bitterest 
personal enmity. 

119. Turuibnylu, IvniftiE HnkkL General 

Born in Bulgaria about [897 and commissioned in 
the artillery about 1916, Took part in th? I’irsB 
World War and War of Independence, hi t^42 
he spent six months in Germany on the Arma¬ 
ment Purchasing Commission. Trornoicd brigadier 
in 1945 and major-general and divisional commander 
in l‘H8. Promoted licutenant-generaE and became 
Olief of Staff. Land Forces, in 1950. In the summer 
of 1952 he was given acting command of the First 
Army Later went as Chief of the Operations 
Branch to the Turkish General Staff for over a year, 
and in 1954 relumed to command the First Army. 
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Having acted -5 Chief of the General Staff v.hile 
General Raransel bj.v.i was ill, he was confirmed 
in the appointment in June 1956. 

Hard-working ind able. General; Tuna boy lu is 
mitd-looking ural wears passes. Me has a great 
admiration for lire British Army and often recalls 
hk visit u> General Wavcil's headquarters during the 
Second World War. Not talkative but friendly and 
receptive to modem idea*. Be is held in high 
esteem by the L silted States military mission. Speaks 
poor Trend 1 and no Engl:-.h, Mamed, hut hi.> wife 
never appears in public. 

1215. lurkrneu. Behcet l.teiitm an [-General 

Bom in 1S99 in Mitvlctie, he was commissioned 
in ld|5 and served in the infantry and on the 
General StafT. Me served in Palestine and in the 
War of Liberation he fought against the Greeks at 
l/tnir. After (he war he served on the Eastern 
Frontier and distinguished himself in action against 
the Kurds. After .in interval spent as Military 
Attache in Athens, Moscow and Stockholm, he 
returned to the JListern Frontier in 1942 ami held 
two staff appeinlntefiLS there From 1944 to I94S 
he was Director of Military Intelligence on the 
Turkish General Staff. He was appointed 
Brigadier-General at Fikcndcrun in 1950 and 
promoted Mtior-Gcncral in 1951 and. in 1952. 
he became Turkish Assistant Commander at 
H.A.L.F.S [£,E In Irmir, 

On September 5. 1953, he was appointed head of 
the Emnijct Mufettiligi [Turkish Security Service), 
which position he still holds. His tint months in 
office were stormv owing to the antipathy of the old 
•■taff to his adnmiiMntive reforms. He also had to 
withstand fh; unpleasantness caused by pre .s reports 
on a conn martial sentence for petty embcrelemem 
of public funds while he was General Officer. Cbm- 
manding. at Ukcnderun P . He appears mm to have 
consolidated his position and Is apparently on good 
terms with Cell! Boyar and Adrian Menderes, 

Me is pompous and se!f<>pi donated. characteristics 
which tend to make him unpopular in armj circles. 
He has pursued energetical!) hs* policy to turn the 
Turkish Security Sen ice from an inefficient family 
business injo an organisation basud on Anglo- 
American concepts. Me is Western in outlook; he 
speaks French. Russian, English and some German, 
Me has □ brid^-pkying and expensive wife. 

He has take a a great imerest m ihc Counter 
Subversion C mi mil tee of the Bagdad Pact, of which 
he - at present chairman He was said to be a 
protege Lit professor Keipflllil l</.v,h hot, in spite 
of ivit.aui •. ibe contrary, he has so far remitted 
f ji appointment in spite of the latter’s LSI from 
office. 

121, Leaner, l evu, Gdun] 

Born in 19th) nf Kurdish -lock, Served on 
Cnic.iunfl front in 1914-18 war. and on all fronts 
during the War id Independence. Was Chief of 
Air Slat! on Turkish General Staff, and Director 
of Supply on ihc Turkish General StafT; and in 
April 3 953 he wav appointed Commander-in-chief oS 
the Turkish Air Force. 

He h:.v a driking blond; wife and no children. 
He speaks quite passable English. He u always 
friendly in us, hoi more to the Americans, and 
ii easier mu- tally tfsan most senior Turkish officers, 
fie It; not very 'irteli ,em or energetic. 

122. Ouy, FahreliEn 

Born in Istanbul in 19M, he was a banker and 
former manager of the Istanbul branch of the Central 
Bank. Elected Democrat Puny Deputy for Ist i nbul 
in 1954 and appointed Minister of Stale in the 
Cubinei reshuffle following the riots of September 


6-7. !955. Appointed Minister of Hcpreomy and 
Commerce in the 4th Mcndews Cabtncl, m I )ucu in¬ 
ter 1955 lie resigned, ostensibly because of ill-health 
Che doer, m fact suffer from high blood pressure) in 
M.jy I >5-i and was replaced by VI. Zeyyat 
Mund.ilinct ( t /.r.). White m office M. Ul^ gained 
u feptitatkm for industry, competence and hoocsty 
a fid his resignation was generally considered to have 
been caused by disagreement "with M. Mendcres* 
economic policy. 

He speaks Trench and a little English. 

123, UlttSin. A/Jz. Keir-AemlraJ 

Born about L9D5. he joined the Turkish navy after 
th; Fifrt World War and attended courses at Ports- 
(H.-L. • dining I'ri 'cnd 1950. Promoted commander 
mid appointed to the Turkish General Staff in I93S, 
be visited ihc United Kingdom in 1939 on a purdiasc 
mission, ind again in |94iL Naval attache in 
London from 1942 co 194b. he w.n promoted 
captain in 1944, He LIJ several senior naval 
appoint me us unid I £ H9 when he became Director 
of Naval Intelligence on ihe Turkish General Staff. 
H« left tills appointment la 1951 to be the Turkish 
member of the Military Representatives* Committee 
of N.A.I .O. at Washington. He was promoted rear- 
admiral m 1950. and vice-admiral in 1955. He is 
now Under-SecreLity of State nt die Ministry of 
Defence-, 

Both Rwr-Admirnt Ulttsan and his wife speak 
English well. He is well disposed to Britain and 
America. The leaders of the Democrat Part) think 
well Gi him hut probably do not leave much to hk 
Initiative He is clever and . unhid out vvuh a 
propensity for intrigue, and it may be that hjs charm 
of manner and ability to understand our point of 
view give a false impression of bis Westernisation. 
Underneath he is probably as dyed-imthe-wool a 
Turk, as any. 

Although it was at one time almost certain that 
by would be appointed Turkish Ambassador to 
Canada, he was transferred In August 1956 as 
Comma nder-in-Chief, Turkish Reel, replacing 
Admiral Komturk fq.rj, 

124, 3 resin, Yiirrtnu General 

Born in 1898 in ELtriS;, lie escaped from Con- 
stantinopl^ where he was A.D.C. to the Ottoman 
heir apparent, to light with Afntiirk in the War of 
Independence. He was later an instructor in the 
Staff Collegia. Promoted brigadier in 1939 and 
fitmtenarii-gcnera! in 1945. he bus served most of bi» 
time with mountain troopiv. In H49 be waa 
appointed Director of Opcrulioits arid Training in 
the Ministry of Niitional Defence, and in 1^50 he 
retired. In the by-eleeiion^ of 1931, be was elected 
Democrat deputy for Birecik. In November 1952 
he w-js appointe.l Minister of Communicatioris i:s 
place of M. Kurtbck, Replaced by Muammcr 
Cuvuyci^lu (q.v i in May 1954. He speaks French 
and tic-nun and is said to be intelligent ami 
energetic. 

125, tTgiiplii, Nuai llayri 

Son of the last Ottoman Shcikh-al-LTam, ha was 
bom^ in Damascus lit 1903 and educated at the 
English school in Istanbul. Gabtiirasay, and the 
Istanbul Faculty of L:iw-, In 1925 he wru appointed 
Turkish General Agent, on the Mixed Arbitral 
Tribunal, and in 1932 he began to practise as a 
barrister in Istanbul. 

Elected deputy for Kayseri in 1929, he was 
appointed Minister for Customs and Monopolies in 
1933. He re-dptied in 1946 after ;< sugar scandal, 
Isut in ! lJ 4S he was cleared of ail charge* against 

him. 

Re-elected Independent deputy for Kayseri with 
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Democrat Party support in 1950. he represented 
Turkey at (he 1950, 1951 and 1952 meetings of the 
Consultative Assembly of the Council 6f Europe artJ 
became a member of the Foreign Affairs Com¬ 
mittee of the Assembly. In Scptefiiber 1951 lie joined 
die Democral Party, and in September !*4'52 tie was 
appointed Ambassador to the German Federal 
Republic. Me is highly thought of in Government 
circles. He was appointed Turkish Ambassador at 
London in August 1955 and uvok up his post in 
September. 

He is said lo be venal and umntsiworihy and to 
have been mixed up in polities right up to his 
appointment to London, 

126, Uz, Tkhcec, Dr* 

Born in Bulduri in t&95 he was educated at an 
Jimir Secondary school and the Medical Faculty of 
Istanbul University where he specialised m 
children's diseases. From 1921 to 1930 he worked 
as a doctor in Izmir and in 1930 was elected to the 
Izmir Municipal Assembly of which he subsequently 
became president. 

In 1941 he was elected RR.F. Deputy for Denizli 
and for a few months in 1942 was Minister of 
Commerce in llie Sarucoglu Cabinet In 1943 he 
was appointed head of ihe P.R.P. in Islanbul and 
was re-elected for UentzSi in 1944, In August 1946 
he became Minister of Health in the Peker Cabinet 
but lost hi:, place on the formation of the second 
Saku Cabinet In June 194$, 

Dr, \Jz his seal in Ihe 1950 elections but was 
elected Deputy for Izmir an an Independent in the 
D.P. list in I '354. He had resigned Tumi the ff.R.P. 
in February 19.53 because of personal differences 
with the Izmir leadership of the parly and after his 
appointment as Minister of Health in May 1954 he 
officially joined ihc D.P- 

Marricd, he speaks .good French and Gentian und 
u itiilc English. Capable and efficient, he has 
considerable drive and organising ability, A rabid 
unli-Goirammist, he h friendly to us but also 
admires ihe Germans. 

He resigned with [he rest of the CablncL in the 
crisis of November 1955 anti not reappointed, 
Liule has been beard of him since. 

127, Veftbtf^i-, 7,ilht(j 

Bom Izmir In 1S90. Studied law m Salonika 
ami in 1913 was appointed an asrislanl legal adviser 
at the Ministry of Foreign Vff.iirs, Resigned during 
the War of independence to serve .is a liaison officer 
with the Ministry on the -mm front, in 1923 lie w-wv 
billed to the l/mir bur and Inter to the Ankara bar. 
He played a large part in preparing the Democrat 
Partj's draft of [he new electoral law of 1950. 

Elected Democrat Deputy hi 1950, he was 
appointed Minister of Economy and Commerce in 
the first Democrat Covanmen!. and generally acted 
as Minister for Foreign Affairs during the absences, 
of M. KdpruJu. Hri inefficiency as Minister w-as 
widely criticised in commercial circles, and he was 
dropped from the Govern men: in March 1951: hut 
he remains a dose personal friend of the Prime 
Minister and i;; it member of the Executive Council 
of I he Democrat Party He L also chairman of the 
board which controls the Government newspaper 
Zttftr, Re-elected a Dcpuij in May 1954. 

lie is friendly to ua, He speaks French well. 

128, Yllfio, Hiiwvin Cahil 

Horn in Istanbul In 1876, he was editor of Tanin, 
the official pap r of the Committee of Union and 
Progress, from 190S to 1912, .Arrested and deported 
to Matte after the first world war. he was released 
in {921. and after a yew in Europe returned to 
Istanbul and started Tarti/i again in support of 


Musiafa Kemal. However, he gradually moved into 
opposition and in 1925 Tanin was Suppressed and 
he was sentenced to life imprisonment in the fortress 
of Corum. He was again tried in lT26 for con¬ 
spiracy againAiuiiirk's life, but was acquitted and 
soon .ifterwards released. 

In 1932 he created a sensation by calling in ques¬ 
tion AtalQrkT linguistic theories and bv opposing 
the wholesale climinatiDn from the Turkish language 
of words of foreign origin. He returned to political 
life after AGlflrkT death and in 193& was elected 
P.R.P, Depuiy for Kars, 

During the second world war he made three visits 
to (he United Kingdom and was throughout an 
enthusiastic supporter of the Allied cause, first in 
Yeni Sabah and Eater in TanSn, which he re-staried 
in 1943. After the aul ol the war. awake to the 
Soviet danger, he turned his telcnis to an unmeasured 
denunciation ol Soviet policy, in L947 he sold his 
interest in Tur.it: and begin to write for the P.R.R 
l{ius. In 1947 and [949 he led parliamentary delega¬ 
tions to the L-nited Kingdom, and in 1949 he was 
appointed Turkish representative on the Palestine 
Conciliatory Commission- He retained this appoint¬ 
ment until the summer of 1950 when his continued 
attacks v»n the Democratic Party Government forced 
them to end it. From 1951-54 he mu a member 
oi the Turkish delegation to the Assembly ol the 
Council of Europe Not re-elected a Deputy in 
May 1954. 

In July 1954, following the elections, he was tried 
for writing six articles offensive to Adnun Mcndcres 
and Fuat Kbprulu l^.v.) and harming the prestige 
of Turkey. His language had been, in fact, vulgarly 
abusive und he was sentenced to over two yours' 
imprisonment, eciebrtiling his KLhh birthday in 
gaol. He and the P.R.P. made the most of his 
martyrdom, and journalists in Turkey as well as 
in the United Slates and Europe criiieised ihc Prime 
Minister and provoked a violent reaction from (he 
latter, Jvuhscquenily M, Yal^in was iransferrcd to 
prison hospital for reasons of health and. when the 
incident had been largely forgotten, he was quietly 
released. He resumed writing for the P.R.P. in 
Haiku and in Ulus when it reappeared, but so far 
his criticism of the Government has been subdued 
and he has wisely avoided pcrsonalities. 

A master of satire and invective; he has been a 
consistent and violent critic of the Democrat 
Government and has. often directed virulent 
personal attacks on Adrian Mendcres. Though now 
aged, he is still *|uite fearless and enjoys hich 
prestige. A most likeable old man. and a steunefe 
friend of Britain, he speaks French 

129. Yalman, Ahmet E-'min 

Worn in Sahxnica of Donnie paremage in 3 889, he 
was educated at the German school and the Law 
Faculty in Istanbul and studied economics at Colum¬ 
bia University, tie was a correspondent in Germany 
ettirine (It" world war and afterward* he com¬ 
bined journalism w-iih a soctakigical lectureship in 
Istanbul, In i923 he started f wan. In 3 93-fy in 
co-operation with /ekeriya Set Let, he launched Tan, 
but left ifter ;i disagreement with Sertd and re¬ 
started t afitn tn 1939 

Always an outspoken critic of the P.R.P, Govcm- 
menu he hscasne one of the principal publicists of 
the Democrat Party, but did not hesitate to criticise 
its policy on occasions. He remains a general 
supporter of the Democrat Government, hut nm 
always take an independent line on any riven issue 
He went with the Prime Minister** party to the 
United Slates on hts official visit in May 3954, but 
is not :mw so dose to M, Mendeiev. 

Utiian had begun to fall into disrepute and lose 
circulation when, m November 1953. i group of 
conspirators, devoted to Moslem reaction made an 
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attempt on Yalman’s life m Malalya This incident, 
and the consequent strong action taken by the 
Government against extremists, brought Yalniari back 
into prominence as something of a hefO. In 3955 
the paper was idling poorly, the circulation having 
dropped lo a few thousand. 

Capricious, unstable. and given to semational 
comment, he likes to think of himself as a liberal 
and ls a keen supporter of moral rearmament. He 
is a regular visitor to (he United Kingdom where he 
has many friends, but his feelings on " colonialism " 
have often led him into ill-informed denunciations, 
somewhat reminiscent of the Arab press, of British 
policy in the Middle East. On foreign policy his 
attitude vacillates, bin he is fairly consistently pro- 
American ; on internal affairs he fights religious 
reaction Though difficult to reason with, he is 
personally friendly, He speaks English, French, 
German and Italian, 

130. VsnmL, \nri* General 

Bom in 1890 and commissioned in 1908, he look 
pan in both Balkan wans, fought on the Russian front 
in the Caucasus during [He Great War and rook part 
in the War of Independence. 19.^3 promoted, m : jor- 
general ( accelerated promotionh General Officer 
Commanding, 9ih Division; 1938 General Officer 
Commanding, 57th Division; 1939 promoted lieuten* 
ant-general, General Officer Commanding II Corps; 
1943 General Officer Commanding X!l Corps; 1943 
promoted general General Officer Commanding, 
Second Arms, 194b General Officer Commanding, 
First Army;* 1949 General Officer Commanding, 
Ground Forces; 1950 Chief of the General Staff. 
He resigned in 1^54 and stood successfully as 
Democrat Deputy for Istanbul. 

As Chief of the General Staff. General Yitpiut 
perhaps did more to smooth the way of the United 
States Mission than any other senior officer would 
have done. He does not. however, give the 
impression of any great ability and was probably 
little more than U 'figurehead, a El hough extremely 
popular in the Turkish Army. He appears to prefer 
the British to the Americans. He has a sense Of 
humour. Speaks a very link* French but is only 
willing to converse in Turkish. His wife is rather 
younger and speaks fluent English. 

I3E YardEmci, Celal 

IVrn in Dogu Bcya/it in 1913. he studied law in 
Istanbul and practised as a lawyer until his election 
■is Democrat deputy for Afri in 1930. 

In 19?I he w:o. one of the Vice-Chairmen of ihc 
Assembly and in \pril 1953 he was appointed 
Minister of Slate and. in May 1954. Minister of 
Eduction, replacing M. Buryak (<r,y.). He showed 
I idle sign of life in the Ministry hut he survived ihe 
Cabinet crisis of November 1 955 and was appointed 
Minister of State Eresponsible for Supreme Court 
and Religious Properties affairs! in the 4th Memderes 
Cabinet 

In September 3954 he combined a week's visit 
[o the United Kingdom with hss visit to the United 
Slates in connection with the proposed assistance 
from the University of Nebraska to the proposed 
University of Eastern Turkey. 

He is a faithful follower of M. Mend errs, on 
whose favour he depends, 

132. Vetkin, Nmlt 

Born in Maktya in 1916, he H a lawyer by 
profession. Elected People's 'Republican Party 
Deputy for Mahitya in 1954, he is rapidly becoming 
more prominent in P R P. affairs. He was [he only 
candidate opposing Kasim Guide for the post of 
'Secretary-General at the Party Congress in 195b and 
gained some votes. 

He h generally said to be the coming man in the 


PR P and is the main party spokesman in the Grand 
National Assembly, He has the reputation of being 
intelligent and balanced. 

He speaks only Turkish- 

133. YireaLi, Siifci 

Born in Batikesif in 1903. he studied law in 
Istanbul and Paris and afterwards practised as a 
lawyer in BaJikcrir. where he bus also fanning and 
industrial interests. Joining the Democrat Parly 
soon after it was formed, he was elected lo its 
Administrative Council in 1949; and in 1950 he was 
elected Deputy for Balikcsir and became Vice- 
President ot the Grind National Assembly. At (Jic 
Democrat Party Congress in October 1951 he was 
elected ;i member cl the party's Executive Gom- 
mutec. and its December 1951" he appointed 
Miniver of Customs and Monopolies, [n September 
l°52 he Was transferred to the Ministry of State 
I n Justries, 

Appointed Minister of Economy and Commerce 
May 3954, changing offices with M. £clikba$ 

An orator whose Ministerial career has been undis¬ 
tinguished so far. In June 1955 he attended the 
Beirut Economic Conference of Middle and Near 
Eastern Slates. He is married with two children. 
Hit wife is active in Democrat Parly circles. He 
speaks French. 

He was forced to rei-sgu in November 1955 and. 
with Hasan Poktkan tq.v) and Fat in Zorlu 

{(/.v.), was made subject to a Parliamentary Investi¬ 
gation. With the others Iw was exonerated by the 
Commission in June 1956 but has not yet come back 
into prominence. 

334, Yikd. II man AN 

Born in Istanbul in 3 897. and educated at Istanbul 
University, he was at first teacher and afterwards 

{ oined the Ministry of Education, in which he rose to 
ic Inspector-Genera I. He was deputv for Izmir from 
1935 lo 1950. and Minister of Education from 
! u 58 to 1946 After losing his scat in the general 
elections of 1950 he resigned from She PR.P, and 
withdrew from political life. 

A successful Minister of Education. Yueel is a 
liberal and tolerant man wlio seems lo lack entirely 
the normal Turkish suspicion of foreigners. Me \L 
however, regarded as a slightly unreliable intellectual 
and was suspected of Cirtimunm sympathies while 
in office. He is interested in British and French 
education, and whilst a Minister he did much, lo 
help the British Council, in whose activities he still 
takes great interest. He is still active as a political 
writer Elis views, arc usually pro-British but he 
mixes criticism with approbation. Politically he Is 
probably a back-number, though he claims he will 
make ft comeback after the next elections. He is 
not ;i parly naan at present, but. so far as the P.R.P, 
is concerned, he detest Kasim Gtilek (q.vX He 
visited Cyprus in June 1955 and leclured io the 
Turkish communiiv. Pleasant and entertaining, 
especially over a drink, both Esc and his wife seem 
to find life infinitely amusing. He speaks French. 

135, /cjtinn£lu. Kcmal 

Born in Eski^chir in I'M 1. he studied engineering 
At Istanbul acid Vienna and became a roads engineer. 
Fleeted Democrat Deputy for Eski^ehir in 1946 and 
sea in in 1950. he was appointed Minister of Public 
Works in December 1950. and reappointed in May 
1954, 

M. Zcylinotrlu is a close friend of M. Mendcres 
and was known under the previous regime for his 
hitter a (tacks in (he Assembly on the People's 
Republican Puny. He resigned with ihc rest of ihc 
Cabinet in November 5 955 and was not reappointed. 
Little has been heard of him since. 

He is married and lias two children, 

He speaks German and a little French, 
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136, Zorlu, Latin nu$lii 

Bora in 1910 at Istanbul He studied political 
.science at Paris and law at Geneva, and was 
admitted lo the Ministry of Foreign Affairs in (932 
where he soon began to specialise in economic sub¬ 
jects. Ha was appointed head of the department 
dealing with commercial negotiations in 1937 and 
headed the permanent delegation to the League of 
Nations in I93S. He was first secretary fora lime in 
J'jris and in 1942 counsellor and charge d'affaires at 
Moscow. In 1946 he was put in charge of the 
Economic Section of the Ministry .oid represented 
Turkey at the International Trade Organisation Con¬ 
ference at Havana. 3 947-48, Was promoted to be 
an Assistant Sccrctary-Gcncral in 1950 and at the 
same lime w r as put in charge of all EX,A- and 
O.E.E.C. affairs. In the spring of 1952 he was 
appointed permanent Turkish representative on the 
North Atlantic Council, with the rank of 
Ambassador. 

His influence wiih the Prune Minister grew? 
rapidly and in May 1954 he was appointed Minister 
of State (the senior of three t and Deputy Prime 
Minister, and became Adrian Mendcrcs' right- 
hand man. He dealt with NATO, and 
O-E.FC affairs, advised the Prime Minister on 
economic policy and dictated instructions to the 
Minister of Finance and other economic Ministers, 
In April !9?5 he represented Turkey with some 
forcefulnevi at the A *i an-African Conference at 
Bandung. He suffered a set-back with the failure 
of hk mission lo the United Slates where he appealed 
for 5300 million loan. He was appointed Acting 


Minister for Foreign Affairs from July to Novem¬ 
ber 1955, 

It was partly his unpopularity that precipitated 
the Cabinet crisis of November l l ^55, which started 
with a general call for his resignation from the 
Democrat Party Group. He duly resigned and was 
subjected to a Parliamentary Investigation into his 
activities jv Head of the Finance Committee in his 
capacity of llteputy Prime Minister. He was, how¬ 
ever, exonerated by the Commission in June 1956 
und still appears to (>e very close to the Prime 
Minister, h is generally believed tEi.it M, Mendfctes 
'■■■ wailing for a favourable opportunity to reinstate 
M. Zurlu as Minister for Foreign Affairs. 

Ruthless ar>d cynical, but certainly able, he is 
conscientious to the point of fanaticism in upholding 
Turkisli interests. His knowledge of economics is 
limited, but he has unlimited faith in his own quick 
decisions. He is a stubborn negotiator, but possesses 
a dry sense of humour. 

Under a veneer of Westernism he is probably a 
Tcnophnbe, Hts wife is a daughter of Tevfik Ruytu 
Ams (i/.v j. Speaks French and English. 

07. Znrlu, Rtfkp Riiyiij 

Born in 1905; a career diploma lost who, after 
serving in Switzerland, Sweden, France and Canada, 
was appointed Head of the Second Department in 
the Ministry of Foreign Affairs in 1951, He became 
Turkish Minister ui Beirut in 1952 and Ambassador 
at Cairo in November 1954. 

M, Zorlu is the brother of Emin Zorlu f^,v r >. 
He is unmarried. 








